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The Loddon Campaspe Regional Partnership (LCRP) thanks Infrastructure Victoria (IV) for the 
opportunity to comment on the draft of the revised 30-Year Infrastructure Plan.  We especially 
appreciate the effort you have made to hear our issues and incorporate them in your work. 
 
Below we have provided information about some of the most important improvements that we feel 
could be made to the plan. 
 
I encourage you to follow up with us where you need further information about these issues, there 
is a considerable amount of knowledge within the region that we could connect you to.  In doing so 
please contact . 
 
A Need for Greater Specificity in Describing Regional Issues 
Whilst we think IV has done a good job in identifying most of the important infrastructure issues 
across regional Victoria there are often different ways these issues manifest themselves in different 
regions. 
 
Whether talking about transport needs, adaptation to a new climate, or social infrastructure – each 
region will have a different set of needs.  We are concerned that the broad descriptions of our needs 
will not help move us to a situation where these needs are met. 
 
We propose that in an on-going way Regional Partnerships from across the State might be able to 
collaborate with IV to refine the infrastructure needs within each region.  The Regional Partnerships 
would be able to bring their intimate knowledge of their regions together with the rigour that IV 
applies to the prioritisation of the State’s infrastructure needs. 
 
Increased Use of Pre-existing Work in Prioritising Needs 
Links or attachments have been provided within this submission to documents that have provided 
direction on regional priorities.  This includes: 

 Loddon Campaspe Digital Plan https://www.rdv.vic.gov.au/resources/digital-plans 
 Loddon Mallee Renewable Energy Roadmap https://s3.ap-southeast-

2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/1815/9002/7089/Roadmap-
LoddonMalleeFinal.pdf 

 Regional Network Development Plan https://transport.vic.gov.au/our-transport-future/our-
projects/regional-victoria/regional-network-development-plan 

 Loddon Campaspe Economic Growth Strategies 
https://www.rdv.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1861034/FINAL-Web-Loddon-
Campaspe-Economic-Growth-Strategy.pdf 

 Loddon Campaspe Iconic Trails Strategy (attached to email 
 

Adapting to a Changing Climate 
Climate change has, and will, affect communities north of the Great Diving Range more than 
anywhere else in Victoria. As the Australian climate gets hotter and the population ages, the impact 
from heatwaves will continue to worsen. Water is an essential part of the mitigation strategy, used 
to cool people, houses and help trees grow for shade. In addition, more intense and frequent 



emergency events like the floods of 2011 and the Black Summer fires of 2019-20 are anticipated, 
with parts of our region at extreme risk. 

The Coliban and Campaspe River storages have experienced a significant variation of inflows over 
the last 25 years, significantly greater variation when compared to the Melbourne Water storages 
over the same period. The vast difference in climate change impacts across the state and the 
“buying power” of a large population has created issues of social inequity – those who have a 
reliable water source and those who do not. The Melbourne desalination plant has largely “drought 
proofed” the city, meaning that water restrictions are not required in the medium term. Even after a 
wet year in Northern Victoria, restrictions always remain a possibility on the short to medium 
horizon. A “one size fits all” approach to pricing in Victoria to fund the necessary infrastructure does 
not reflect these variations in susceptibility to climate change impacts. 

 

Public Utility Infrastructure Investment 

The State Government policies of ‘User Pays’ and ‘Capped Rating’ are working together to slow the 
rate of investment in important Public assets and this has a follow-on effect of slowing growth and 
private investment. 

For Coliban Water, the millennium drought led to a sharp reduction in water use and resulted in 
operating losses. In response, Coliban Water invested $250m+ to construct the Goldfields Superpipe, 
purchase Goulburn Water Shares, establish wastewater recycling and build other critical assets. This 
necessary response to climate change during the millennial drought was crucial to ensure that major 
cities (Bendigo and later Ballarat) had continuity of water supply. 

The Essential Services Commission Act 2001, has resulted in the capping of rate increases charged by 
Coliban Water, and compared to other utilities, Coliban Water is having to service higher levels of 
debt.  Both of these factors erode the ability of Coliban Water to invest in asset improvements. 

Capital investment has been held well below industry benchmarks but this is not sustainable. 
Investments to improve water pressure have been deferred and community needs on hot days are 
not being met as climate change bites.  

The Loddon Campaspe Region is feeling the impacts of this low level of asset investment, some 
examples are:  

 Bendigo has largely outgrown the Bendigo creek valley resulting extensive sewer network 
investment required to provide services to new developments.   

 Bendigo developers seeking land outside of the forest surrounding the city to maximise 
developable land has resulted in new developments being more remote.  Water 
infrastructure investment to service these developments is insufficient to meet growth   
resulting in inadequate water pressure for new residents. 

 Castlemaine has a similar problem where development outside of forested land is pushing 
growth to Harcourt where water and sewer infrastructure is inadequate to service this 
growth. 

 Unsewered towns such as Newstead and Talbot, together with the Calder corridor towns of 
Elphinstone and Taradale are attractive to new residents to the region, but their unsewered 
status is preventing this growth 

 Climate change amplifies the magnitude and frequency of sewer spills and noncompliant 
treated wastewater discharges to the environment. 

 Long-term solutions to Bendigo’s rising groundwater problems 

 
 



Digital Connectivity 

We have discovered through our experiences during the COVID-19 lockdowns that digital 
connectivity is increasingly important to almost all activities.  Digitally connected households are 
required to support schooling, work, and economic activity. 

Poor connectivity is prevalent in the more rural parts of our region, but also in some suburbs of 
Bendigo. 

We don’t feel that the treatment of digital connectivity is given enough weight in the report.  In our 
opinion the supply of digital connectivity should be akin to a basic human right.  The two 
recommendations 86 and 87 are tackling peripheral issues whilst there is a digital divide growing. 

There are a number of companies looking to sell connectivity solutions to rural areas with poor NBN 
connectivity, yet these companies face roadblocks such as difficulty in receiving approvals for the 
establishment of communications towers. 

Superfast Business Speed internet at 100mbs or more is also required in our major regional centres 
and areas with concentrations of innovation and creative businesses. 

Social Infrastructure 

We acknowledge the efforts that IV has made to address social infrastructure needs and applaud 
you for the role you played in advocating for the Social Housing build that was announced in 
November. 

One major social infrastructure need that is not mentioned in the report relates to the provision of 
childcare in rural settings.  Whilst Childcare provision is a federal government matter, the provision 
of facilities to support childcare, often in collocated facilities, is an issues that the State Government 
can assist with. 

Transport 

Our priorities for major rail transport projects are articulated in the Regional Network Development 
Plan (Link Attached) this Government policy document articulates the need for 5 return services per 
day to Swan Hill, Echuca and Maryborough.  There is still much to be done to achieve these 
aspirations and we would appreciate these goals being reinforced in the IV 30 year plan. 

There is also a need to provide for increased public transport between smaller townships.  There has 
been short term government funding for these transport needs, but the needs persist after the 
funding disappears. 

Housing Pressure 

Across the region, demand for housing is outstripping supply, the rental market is very tight and 
there are long wait times for house builds.  Regions have been undergoing a resurgence in popularity 
as locations to live and work following as a response to COVID-19, but we are failing to capitalise on 
this opportunity due to a lack of housing. 

We can also assume that a lack of homes is affecting efforts to attract workers to our region. 

There are several factors that affect the supply of housing and these factors change depending on 
the location you are in.  Some of these factors are listed below: 

 Inadequate supply of residential zoned land 



 Slow processes to approve the development of land 
 Bank restrictions on lending to investors for housing in areas where there is little 

expectation of capital appreciation (even though rental demand exists) 
 A lack of suitably trained tradespeople 




