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1. Introduction  
 

Melton City Council (MCC) welcomes the opportunity to comment on Infrastructure Draft 30 Year 

Strategy (Draft Strategy). 

As you are aware, the City of Melton, in Melbourne’s West, is one of Victoria’s designated Growth 

Areas and one of the largest growth areas in Metropolitan Melbourne. The City of Melton is covered 

by two growth corridors the ‘Western Growth Corridors’ and the ‘Sunbury and Diggers Rest Growth 

Corridor’.  The City of Melton has over 13,000 hectares of land designated as Urban Growth Zone 

(UGZ) with a projected population over 500,000 by 2051.  Forming part of the Western Region, the 

City of Melton along with the City of Wyndham will be home to over 1.2million people. Additionally, 

the City of Melton is one of four LGAs that contain the Western State Significant Industrial Precinct, 

the largest and most active in terms of consumption including proposed industrial land to provide 

significant new employment precincts into the 2040s. 

The population of City of Melton has increased by approximately 100,000 people in the past 15 years 

and has consistently has a growth rate of between 4-5 %.  This type of growth requires considerable 

infrastructure investment across all levels of government to meet the needs of the community. 

In this context, Melton City Council is generally supportive of the objectives and recommendations 

of the draft strategy but consider that there are a number of key areas that would benefit from 

further strengthening which can be summarised as follows: 

 Delivery of Health and Social infrastructure: the delivery of education facilities, while 

lagging behind development is well considered in planning for our growing community.  

Whilst Council would like to see more funding committed to the delivery of education 

facilities, there also needs to be a focus on the delivery models for other important health 

and social infrastructure.  Residents of the City of Melton have minimal access to a number 

of services, often expected to travel to Brimbank to access services which should be locally 

accessible and address the needs of the community, be it mental health, support services, or 

family violence services.  Melton City Council would welcome the opportunity to be 

identified as a pilot Council to work through a new service delivery model for the early 

delivery of these important health and social services to support our growing community.  

This is particularly important in the COVID recovery period. 

 Development Sequencing: any recommendations in this regard must recognise that despite 

repeated requests from Local Government, for the very reasons outlined in the Strategy, no 

development sequencings was built into the PSPs.  As a result, the City of Melton has 

multiple development fronts across ten approved PSPs and any work around development 

sequencing must include detailed discussions with Local Government to ensure that any 

policy change does not result in creation of disparate and isolated communities across the 

growth areas. 

 Transport Inequity: the western region of Melbourne particularly the City of Melton suffers 

from transport inequity. The draft strategy focuses on key infrastructure projects that have 

largely been announced and with the exception of the Outer Metropolitan Ring is silent on 

any improvements to the network, services or infrastructure that would directly benefit the 

500,000 Victorians who will call the City of Melton home within the lifetime of this plan.  The 

Strategy needs to be stronger on the issue of transport equity across all modes of transport 

and ensure that planning & delivery is future focused and includes needs based 
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recommendations. This transport inequity needs to be rectified to ensure our residents are 

able to access employment, health and skills and training which are lagging behind in terms 

of localised delivery. 

 Infrastructure and Development Contributions:  any review of infrastructure and 

development contributions must not further complicate the administration of the system for 

growth area Councils.  The review should properly consider the cost of delivering 

infrastructure and the cost impost that capped levies put on Council and their ability to be 

financially responsible while delivering critical infrastructure to service our communities. 

 GAIC: review of the expenditure of GAIC and make sure there is a nexus between where it is 

being collected and how it is being spent and ultimately the benefit to the communities who 

will live there.  For example the VAGO report public in late 2019/20 noted that as of October 

2019 approximately $1.8 billion of GAIC had been collected but only $600 million had been 

expended. In this review, consideration should be given to funding for the construction of 

regional facilities such as Aquatic Centres and Performing Arts Centres and Libraries. 

 The role of utility providers in creating liveable cities: If we are truly to deliver a good 

outcomes for Victoria, then not only should we have an integrated land use and transport 

framework, we should also have an integrated utilities and water infrastructure framework. 

The impact these services have on streetscapes, the timely delivery of key infrastructure and 

general liveability cannot be understated.   

Given the complexity associated with the delivery of infrastructure across the state, City of Melton 

would welcome the opportunity to discuss the contents of this submission with you in more detail. 

For your reference we have provide a copy of our Advocacy Priorities and our recent state budget 

submission.  These documents provide some further detail on a number of issues and projects raised 

in this submission. 

The balance of this submission provides commentary and suggestions on the recommendations 

contained in the Draft Strategy. 
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Section 1: Confronting Long Term Challenges 

1.1 Navigate the Energy Transition 
Melton City Council is supportive of the delivery of infrastructure that will assist our community 
and support our target to achieve net zero emissions by 2040, including energy transition.  
However consideration must be given to the integration and inter-dependency of these 
recommendations with other initiatives. In addition, consideration of the social, environmental 
and economic impacts of infrastructure to support this transition must be given equal weighting 
to the cost of the infrastructure. 

Recommendation Council Comments 

1: Accelerate the uptake of 
zero emission vehicles  

Generally supportive of this recommendation but this can’t be 
considered in isolation of a number of other initiatives including: 

 Incentives and/or encouragement for usage of public 
transport in parallel with an effort to create a greener public 
transport fleet.  

 Strategic planning across the relevant departments to 
deliver better road infrastructure to support efficient and 
sustainable public transport (trackless trams, buses etc.). 
This could take the form new centre lanes as part of road 
upgrades such as Melton Highway.  

 Building on the work of Local Government, develop a plan 
for the roll out of infrastructure such as charging stations to 
support electric and zero emissions vehicles. 

 In partnership with the Federal Government, work with car 
companies to change the costing model for electric vehicles 
as they are still prohibitive compared to combustion engine. 

 

2. Augment electricity 
transmission for renewable 
energy and resilience 
 

Whilst MCC understand the need to have a secure and greener 
power supply, this should not be based on cost alone. Transmission 
lines carrying green power have the same social, environmental and 
economic impacts on the community that lines carrying power 
generated fossil fuels have and they should be treated accordingly.  
 
Planning for this infrastructure at all stages, including the initial 
AEMO assessment process must be more transparent, must consider 
the social, environment and economic impacts and must not be 
driven by the cost of the infrastructure.  This includes serious 
investigation of underground transmission lines as part of this 
process rather than an assumption that they are all above ground 
particularly given the impact that they have on the communities that 
they traverse.   
 
MCC would welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter further 
based on our experience with the Western Victorian Transmission 
Network Project. 

3. Identify and coordinate 
Renewable Energy Zones 

As outlined above, MCC is supportive of renewable energy but a 
detailed and holistic assessment of the priority Renewable Energy 
Zones and the infrastructure required to support them should be 
undertaken as a matter of urgency.  This must include all the 
Councils in the northwest region, including the City of Melton prior 
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to any decision being taken in respect of these zones.  This work 
should be overseen by State Government and not AEMO.   
 
Streamlining must not result in a lack of genuine consultation as the 
impacts of the infrastructure that is required to service these zones 
can be devastating for the local community. 
 

4. Require 7 star energy-
rated new homes in 2002, 
increasing to 8 stars by 2025 

MCC is supportive of any initiative that requires new homes to be 
more energy efficient. Changes to the National Construction Code 
and relevant Victorian regulations should be undertaken as a priority 
including the Building Regulations and ResCode.  However, any 
process to certify that new homes have achieved a 7/8 star rating 
builders/homeowner should be simple and quick. 
 
A staged approach to this change could be considered to bring 
forward the benefits and emission reductions given the rate of 
development in Victoria, which is expected to rebound fairly quickly 
post COVID.  This may mean that Victoria needs to be bold and move 
forward rather than delaying any changes prior to the next round of 
changes in the National Construction Code. 
 
The National Construction Code 2022 also speaks to homes being 
“EV and PV Ready” but does not mandate charging infrastructure or 
minimum PV installation. This could be strengthened as a part of the 
increase to 7 Star homes.  In addition, the requirement for passive 
energy design could be mandated now (not as written, as a future 
requirement of 8 star homes)  
 
Consideration should be given to incentives to retrofit homes for 
energy efficiency across the board since 50% of homes that will 
existing in 2050 have already been constructed.   

5. Mandate a home energy 
rating disclosure scheme 

MCC is supportive of this recommendation but suggest the following 
elements be included in the development of any scheme: 

 A service that provides free / subsidised advice to 
homeowners to improve the energy efficiency of their 
home. 

 A grant scheme should be implemented for homeowners 
with a low energy rating to upgrade the energy efficiency of 
their home.  

 State Government retrofit public housing to lead by 
example. 

 Considerable engagement with the development and real 
estate industry. 

 Engagement and education of the broader Victorian 
community 

6. Make Victoria 
Government buildings more 
energy efficient 

MCC is supportive of this recommendation but recommend that it 
be extended to Local Government buildings with incentives available 
to support the transition.  
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7. Reduce peak electricity 
use with demand 
management pricing 

Current systems to reduce electricity usage that drive people to 
lowering peak to off peak are problematic. Since the introduction of 
the smart meters' installations geared towards being able to 
monitor your usage and find energy efficiencies through cost saving 
initiatives are limited to the permissions granted by electricity 
suppliers and retailers. As such, there are certain areas that do not 
‘qualify’ for off peak tariffing, or at least residents advised so from 
both retailers and distributors apportioning blame on the other. This 
includes areas in the City of Melton.  
 
It should be mandatory that the retailer and distributor provide 
access to off peak electricity to reduce the demand during peak 
periods and reduce costs. The process is difficult and advice from 
providers is confusing at best. 
 
Reducing peak energy requires an ability to see/read/interpret your 
real-time usage.  In home displays or online systems or smart phone 
applications that allow home owners to see their consumption in 
real time- or on a traffic light system for ease of interpretation  
 
A grant scheme should be implemented for homeowners with a low 
energy rating to upgrade the energy efficiency of their home. This 
scheme should be supplemented by a service that provides free 
/subsidised advice to homeowners to improve the energy efficiency 
of their home. 
 

8. Allow new gas-free 
housing estates and review 
current gas policies 

MCC agree that this is an issue that needs to be addressed as, similar 
to the Wyndham example (pg. 48), the gas infrastructure required to 
service developments within the City of Melton’s growth areas is 
anecdotally cost prohibitive.  It is important that any proposed 
changes are part of a wider review of the gas network and this 
should include a community campaign. 
 

1.2 Responding to Climate Change 
MCC generally supports the recommendations that seek to ensure that Victoria is responding to the 
challenges of our changing climate, however it is time to take action and the recommendations of 
this strategy needs to push beyond the preparation of plans and strategies.  Our climate change 
response in particular must be bipartisan and address the science and emerging trends that are 
evident in our everyday life.   
 

Recommendations Council Comments 

9. Immediately update and 
expand practical instructions 
on integrating climate-
related risks into 
infrastructure 

MCC is supportive of any initiatives that would ensure (and in the 
early stages mandate) the integration of adaptation and mitigation 
measures into the design and delivery of infrastructure to address 
climate change. It is important that whilst cost-benefit analysis are a 
driver of infrastructure spend, that guidance which enables the 
assessment of the economic (as well as social and environmental), 
benefits of a climate change response to design and delivery over 
the life cycle of the infrastructure are quantified.  Similar to 
integrated water management projects, often the cost upfront is 
higher which can lead to them either being value managed out or 
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scaled back, but the long-term benefit would far outweigh the initial 
spend from an Opex, renewal and liveability perspective. 

10. Strategically review 
climate consequences for 
Victoria’s infrastructure 
needs and priorities. 

MCC is supportive of this recommendation but there must be a clear 
pathway for addressing the risks that are identified through these 
assessments both in terms of upgrades to existing assets and the 
design and construction of new assets. Any targets need to consider 
immediate actions as well as medium term targets. 
 
This type of assessment should be built into all existing committed 
State Government such as the Geelong Fast Rail, Melbourne Airport 
Link and Suburban Rail Loop now and not wait until the 
development of any targets or plans that may come out of the 
strategic review. 
 
 

11. Consider all water supply 
sources 

MCC support this recommendation and more direction needs to be 
given to the water retailers to ensure consistency in their approach 
to the delivery of alternative water sources.  This includes a review 
of the role and impact that the Essential Services Commission plays 
in determining the capital investment of these organisation.   
 
The focus on the financial elements in the short terms has resulted 
in a number of decision which will have a long-term impact on our 
community, including the decision by Western Water not to deliver 
Class A recycled water to the Melton Growth Area despite the fact it 
will be home to over 500,000 people during the lifetime of this 
Strategy. 
 
Greater investment in alternative water sources is required 
including: 

o Class A water - The provision of third water pipe in all new 
urban developments  

o Class B and C Water – suitable for use for agricultural 
purposes such as the Western Irrigation Network plan by 
Western Water 

o Investigation of recycling greywater to drink 

12. Progress integrated 
water cycle management 

In finalising Victoria’s 30 year Infrastructure Strategy, Infrastructure 
Victoria should work with the Integrated Water Management 
Forums and implement some of the findings and initiatives from 
these forums.  We need to move beyond investigating policy settings 
and recommend changes to the policy settings based on the 
plethora of information and assessment on this issue that already 
exists, including the need to change the approach to the economic 
framework for the assessment of blue-green infrastructure and the 
role of Drainage Services Scheme in IWM. 
 
Critically there needs to be strong direction from State Government 
to the development industry and water authorities/retailers to 
support Local Government to implement IWM solutions on the 
ground.  There is much good work being undertaken at an individual 
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Local Government level but it would benefit from improved policy 
and funding support from the state. 
 
For example, Melton City Council now requires all new subdivisions 
to provide passive irrigation of street trees, whereby storm water is 
diverted to water street trees – which reduces water in the 
stormwater drains, returns water into the environment, and reduces 
the need for trees to be watered in their establishment phase – this 
could be easily implemented in all new developments in Victoria 
 
The work being undertaken across all the Forum on the catchment 
scale plans should be fed into the final Infrastructure Strategy. 

13. Improve decision-making 
for urban water investment 

As outlined above, there is a need to review the way we plan and 
deliver water infrastructure across the state.  This review needs to 
include a review of the role and direction of the Essential Services 
Commission as well as the remit of Water Authorities. 

14. Strengthen agricultural 
water security by 
modernising irrigation 

Greater investment is required by the State Government to recycle 
water for agricultural use in Melbourne’s green wedges and peri-
urban areas. This recommendation also needs to consider the 
barriers to take up of alternative water supply by the agricultural 
industry when it is available.  From a City of Melton perspective, 
many of our existing agricultural properties cannot afford the cost 
associated accessing recycled water both from an infrastructure 
(cost of connection) perspective and also the cost of the water itself, 
which can often be more expensive than potable water. 
 
Consideration of water security for the agricultural industry will also 
help with water security overall, for example, The Western Irrigation 
Network plan is an example where Melton’s sewerage will be 
recycled to Class C water for agricultural use – by 2050 it is 
estimated that the project could deliver 19,000 million litres per 
annum.  

15. Upgrade Victoria’s 
emergency water network 

MCC is supportive of this recommendation. 

16. Invest in protecting 
Victoria’s coasts 

The Victorian State Government should start preparing plans for 
how it will respond to a warming climate and sea level rises.  This 
should include managed retreat strategies and the identification of 
areas which are no longer suitable for development. 
 
Key infrastructure provided near the coast needs to be assessed for 
climate resilience such as the Western Sewage Treatment Plan, 
which treats 50% of Melbourne’s sewage 
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1.3 Embrace Technological Opportunities 
MCC is generally supportive of the recommendations that relate to achieving improved efficiencies 
through the use of technology.  Leveraging off the behaviour changes and broader acceptance of 
virtual services that have occurred as a necessity of COVID will be key to the success of these 
actions. 
 
Whilst MCC support the use of technology to improve service delivery and accessibility, this should 
not be at the expense of the planning and delivery for critical physical infrastructure to service our 
community. 
 

Recommendations Council Comments 

17. Prepare for increasingly 
automated vehicle fleets 

The proposed upgrade of road and telecommunications 
infrastructure outlined this recommendation needs to be considered 
in the context of the Public Infrastructure Plans, climate change, 
transport and land use planning recommendations contained within 
this document.  In addition, there needs to be support for Local 
Government in the context adapting the local road network. 

18. Facilitate integration of 
public transport with new 
mobility services 

The integration of mobility services should not be done at the 
expense of the State Government investing in public transport in 
growth areas.  Consideration should also be given to using existing 
‘off the shelf’ products to minimise costs. 
 
The State Government should continue to invest in the provision of 
buses and upgrading the rail network particular in areas such as the 
City of Melton which suffers from significant transport inequity 
when compared to the rest of Metropolitan Melbourne. 
 

19. Incorporate personal 
mobility devices in 
regulation 

The introduction of any guidance or regulation around personal 
mobility devices will also require a review and consideration of 
existing road and shared path infrastructure across Victoria to 
ensure that we are creating a safe mixed mode network for all users. 

20. Transform road network 
operations for all current 
and future modes 

MCC is supportive of this recommendation but in finalising the draft, 
consideration has to be given to the implementation of an 
integrated management system across State and Local Government. 

21. Use innovation to deliver 
better models of health care 

MCC is supportive of this recommendation however it is critical that 
this action is integrated with capital infrastructure planning and 
delivery so that it is a holistic approach to patient care.  Innovation 
should not be used as a mechanism to slow down the delivery of 
much needed healthcare facilities, particularly hospitals.   
 
There is an opportunity to consider this integration in the 
development of the new Melton Hospital.   

22. Modernise courts 
through digitisation and 
contemporary shared 
facilities 

As outlined above, this should not result in unnecessary delay in the 
planning and delivery of court infrastructure to meet the increased 
population demand. 
 
MCC request that Courts and other Justice infrastructure be a key 
element of any Public Infrastructure Plans (Recommendation 32) to 
ensure they are properly planned and funded. These plans should 
include the commencement of the planning for future court 
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provision in the City of Melton to be located in the Cobblebank 
(Toolern) Metropolitan Activity Centre 

23. Improve technology and 
infrastructure for a 
responsive police service 

In this context, planning should commence for the construction of a 
police complex for the City of Melton.  MCC have undertaken 
planning for the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre which 
includes a Justice Precinct.  The provision of a police complex at this 
location would provide strong links the future Courts and Melton 
Hospital Precinct. 
 
 

1.4 Stay connected to global markets 
The COVID pandemic has further highlighted the importance of a well-integrated local (inter and 
intra-state) and global freight network.  Two key elements of the future freight network for Victoria 
and National are located within the City of Melton – the Western Intermodal Freight Precinct 
(WIFP), the Outer Metropolitan Ring (OMR) in addition to the existing Western Highway (National 
Highway).  Melton City Council is very supportive of any recommendations that expedite the 
planning and decision making processes to fund the construction and upgrade of these importance 
components of the freight network. 
 
Once both the WIFP and OMR are delivered, a significant acceleration in employment growth and 
absorption of industrial land is expected as the productivity of freight networks improve including 
linkages to the national freight network. The outer west of metropolitan Melbourne is a key node 
for Port-related activity. The west is the origin and destination for around a quarter of all container 
transport. 
 

Recommendations Council Comment 

24. Optimise capacity at the 
Port of Melbourne 

Whilst MCC is supportive of this recommendation, there needs to be 
a clear plan which articulates how containers will be transferred 
between the Port of Melbourne and the Western Interstate Freight 
Precinct.  
It is assumed that State Government are investigating the 
construction of a port rail shuttle between the Western Interstate 
Freight Precinct and the Port of Melbourne to reduce truck 
movements as part of the business case for the WIFP. 

25. Act now to protect the 
future Bay West port option 

MCC is supportive of this recommendation as planning for Bay West 
is critical to ensure that the site is suitable, and the land can be 
acquired before the port is required.  The plan should consider how 
Bay West interacts with the Western Interstate Freight Precinct 
including upgrades to the Hopkins Road Corridor and construction of 
the OMR. 
 

26. Purchase land for 
Melbourne’s future freight 
terminals 

The lack of any clear direction on the WIFP has sterilised a significant 
area of employment land within the City of Melton which is having a 
negative impact on investment attraction and local job creation with 
delayed delivery timeframes create uncertainty for investors. 
 
MCC is supportive of this recommendation but given the business 
case for the Western Interstate Freight Precinct (WIFP) is nearing 
completion, the emphasis of the recommendation should focus on 
the securing of the land and the detailed planning for the precinct. 
 



Victoria’s Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy – Melton City Council Submission 

11 | P a g e  
 

The planning should be undertaken through the development of the 
Precinct Structure Plans (PSP) should be prepared for the Chartwell 
East and Derrimut Fields PSP areas, as these PSPs include the WIFP.  
Planning work is required to link the WIFP with the Port of 
Melbourne, Bay West, and the interstate freight network (which 
may include the need to reserve and acquire land for freight rail 
connections in the short term until the Outer Metropolitan Rail 
corridor is constructed). 
 
A part of this process a planning scheme amendment should be 
prepared to apply the Public Acquisition Overlay (PAO) to the WIFP 
site and the land for the WIFP should then be acquired. 
 

27. Construct an outer 
metropolitan road and rail 
corridor 

Whilst MCC is supportive of the general intent of this 
recommendation, we request that the timescale is reduced to 15 
years to meet the increased freight needs and the inland rail 
timeframes.  
 
The land for the OMR has been reserved for over 10 years and the 
need for the route has been subject of multiple studies.  Rather than 
more studies and business cases, government needs to develop a 
strategy for the acquisition for the land it has reserved for the outer 
metropolitan road and rail corridor as a matter of urgency to provide 
certainty to landowners. 
 
The City of Melton will be home to 500,000 people and will have 
limited access to rail stations, which will place large pressure on the 
Melton Rail Line (and associated stations) and the road system 
Therefore, planning for the OMR corridor should also consider 
whether two of the rail tracks could be used for passenger rail as 
part of the suburban loop – this would move the suburban loop 
further west which would increase its patronage and create a full 
suburban rail loop and help reduce the significant transport inequity 
facing communities in the outer west. 
 

1.5 Build a circular economy 
Melton City Council is supportive of recommendations and initiatives which seek to reuse and 
recycle materials to support economic productivity and reduce waste.  While Local Government can 
‘do their bit’ to support this a local level, a truly successful circular economy requires commitment 
and funding from State and Federal Government. 

Recommendations Council Comments 

General The Strategy talks to the need to clarify the roll of “Recovery of 
Energy” and highlights concern over Waste-to-Energy solutions 
creating an incentive to generate more waste. 
 
There a many example of this not being the case as long as 
jurisdictions have a Waste Hierarchy that is embedded in Policy and 
used to guide/inform investment and decision making.  Victoria 
already has this in place.  General negative commentary is not 
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required unless it leads to a recommendation to address the 
concern 

28. Facilitate improved 
recycling infrastructure for 
priority materials 

Council supports waste being diverted from landfill sites to resource 
recovery sites as this makes better use of materials, and reduces the 
need for landfill (Melbourne is rapidly running out of landfill 
receptor sites).  There also need to be a focus on the market for 
Glass, silent on anything in the next 5 years and this needs to be 
considered prior to the state-wide introduction of the ‘purple’ bin. 
 
The strategy would benefit from providing discussion/guidance to 
the State Government on how it could utilise the Sustainability Fund 
(Landfill Levy) to assist “Facilitation” of improved recycling 
infrastructure.  Melton contributes over $5M in landfill levies to the 
fund on an annual basis. 
 
The City of Melton includes the Ravenhall, which is identified as a 
state significant landfill and resource recovery precinct – clear 
planning and direction on the future of this site is required 
particularly given its location in the Western State Significant 
Industrial Precinct and proximity to existing and emerging residential 
communities. 

29. Strengthen end markets 
for recycled materials 

The State own several standards and specifications, such as 
VicRoads Construction Specifications and the Engineering Design 
and Construction Manual, these standards govern the construction 
of infrastructure but others (not just government) these tools can be 
used to mandate the use of recycled materials 
 
There are a number of other industries that deliver infrastructure 
that are relatively unregulated, e.g. landscape, public realm.  The 
State could seek to introduce standards for the design and 
construction of this infrastructure.  And these standards could be 
used to mandate the use of recycled materials 
 
The strategy needs to make clear the role of the State Government 
in influencing change to Standards at the National Level e.g. 
Australian Standards. 

30. Address barriers to 
recycling and reducing waste 

Supportive of this recommendation in the context of the discussion 
above. 

31. Minimise waste and 
improved residual waste 
infrastructure planning 

Supportive of this recommendation in the context of the discussion 
above. 
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Section 2: Manage Urban Change 

2.1 Integrated Land Use and Infrastructure Planning 
 
The integration of land use and infrastructure planning by State Government is critical to the health 
and well-being of our residents.  The lack of investment in critical transport infrastructure, health 
and social infrastructure and delayed decisions on projects such as the Western Intermodal Freight 
Precinct have had a significant impact on investment into the City of Melton which means that over 
73% of our residents have to leave the municipality for employment.  This coupled with the lack of 
access to tertiary health and education services and significant transport inequity has a significant 
impact on our community which has been compounded by the impacts of COVID 19. 
 
Melton City Council supports a partnership approach to the delivery of infrastructure to service our 
community which would enable us to work with State Government to delivery essential 
infrastructure and services to our community in a timely way that meets need.  We would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss potential partnership opportunities further with Infrastructure Victoria 
and the relevant State agencies. 
 

Recommendation Comment 

32. Produce public plans for 
priority infrastructure 
sectors 

MCC is supportive of the preparation of these plans as the current 
allocation of money for the construction of infrastructure in Victoria 
is piecemeal and uncoordinated.  A more mature approach to 
investment is required where a whole of government approach is 
taken rather than the current silo approach. 
 
This is particular important for major infrastructure such as the 
Melton Hospital, Justice Precinct and the WIFP.  These facilities have 
been planned for and the lack of any clear direction or commitment 
to construction by State Government has an impact on private 
sector investment in the municipality which is particularly important 
from a job creation perspective.   
 
There needs to be a strong process of accountability around the 
implementation of these plans and the priorities should be based on 
need with infrastructure delivery related to population growth e.g. 
in a growth are suburb you would expect a primary school to be 
delivered for every increase in population of 10,000 people and a 
new government secondary school for every increase of 30,000 
people. 
 
It would be useful if the State Government prepared benchmark 
rates for infrastructure that it provides e.g. one government primary 
school per 10,000 residents.   The VPA’s Planning for Community 
Infrastructure in Growth Areas provides an example of community 
and recreation benchmark provision rates.  Similarly the Public 
Transport Guidelines for Land Use and Development provide a 
benchmark that 95% of residential properties should be within 400 
metres of a public transport service  
 
Following the adoption of infrastructure benchmark rates a plan 
could be prepared which shows how well serviced an area is by State 
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Government infrastructure, or what the shortfall may be for 
infrastructure.  A plan then can be prepared to quantify how existing 
shortfalls can be met. 
 
Consideration should be given to the early purchase of land for 
community and transport infrastructure in PSP areas.  The State 
Government tends to buy land long after development has occurred 
resulting in the State Government paying a premium cost for land.  
Finally, value uplift should be considered to deliver community and 
transport infrastructure in growth areas 
 

33. Publish Victoria’s 
transport plan 

Consideration should be given to the opportunity to fully integrate 
this plan with Plan Melbourne. 
 
Regardless of how it is published the transport plan should provide 
direction on: 

o How the public transport system in the City of Melton will 
be upgraded to reduce car dependence 

o When new bus services will be funded in growth areas – 
some residential subdivisions started more than 10 years 
ago are still waiting for a bus service. 

o When the Melton rail line will be electrified, the Melton 
Station upgraded, and the line provided with new stations at 
Paynes Road and Hopkins Road to service the future 500,000 
residents in the City of Melton. 

o Whether a second passenger line is required to service the 
population in the City of Melton (potential to use two of the 
tracks in the outer metropolitan ring corridor to form part of 
the suburban loop). 

o How the strategic cycling corridors identified by the 
Department of Transport will be constructed / upgraded / 
operated to reduce car reliance. 

34. Review Victoria’s 
infrastructure contribution 
system to cover gaps 

Council supports the simplification and broadened application of 
development contributions however, any review must not further 
complicate or introduce yet another system placing unnecessary 
administration burdens on Council. 
 
Consideration also needs to be given to the levy rate, rather than 
the seemingly arbitrary cap that is applied to the existing 
Infrastructure Contributions Plans (ICP) for Growth Areas. Melton 
City Council is having problems with the rate of contributions being 
collected for community and recreation infrastructure in the ICP 
system: 

o In the Mt Atkinson ICP, Council is collecting 63.5% of the 
money required to construct community and recreation 
infrastructure identified in the plan – resulting in a shortfall 
of $21.1 million 

o In the Plumpton and Kororoit ICP, Council is collecting 75.6% 
of the money required to construct community and 
recreation infrastructure identified in the plan – resulting in 
a shortfall of $32.7 million 
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Whilst MCC accepts that Councils contribute to the development of 
community facilities, the Development Contribution Plan (DCP) 
system has historically funded 80-90% of the community and 
recreation infrastructure.  The additional shortfall being created by 
the ICP system unsustainable in a rate capping environment if MCC 
is to continue to delivery our local infrastructure in a timely way 
across all our growth fronts. 
 
On the matter of the Growth Areas Infrastructure Contribution 
(GAIC), this system also needs a review in line with the 
recommendation of the VAGO report.  Greater collaboration is 
required between Local Governments and the State Government on 
the spending of GAIC to ensure there is a nexus between the money 
being collected in a Local Government area, and the money being 
spent in the Local Government area. 
 
More broadly, to assist in the funding submission for key state 
infrastructure in the growth areas, could value capture mechanisms 
be put in place to help fund game-changing / transformational 
infrastructure such as the Outer Metropolitan Ring, and the Western 
Interstate Freight Precinct? 

2.2 Create Thriving Urban Places 
MCC is supportive of creating thriving urban spaces, however this requires a place-based and should 
be underpinned by appropriate levels of investment.  The timely delivery of infrastructure and 
access to a diverse range of services and jobs supportive by appropriate density and diversity of 
housing are also critical to the creation of thriving place.  In this context the inter-dependency of the 
Recommendations of this sections with other Recommendation within the Strategy must by 
recognised. 
 

Recommendation Comment 

35. Support more homes in 
priority established areas 

Whilst Council supports the intensification of land use within 
metropolitan and major activity centres, and land within 400 metres 
of the principal public transport network this recommendation must 
ensure a place-based approach that considered character, access to 
service, public transport and the capacity of the road network.  A 
one size fits all approach is not supported.  The communities 
targeted through the Density Done Well research would have very 
different views and circumstance from the residents in the 
established area of Melton Township for example.  The Land Use 
Framework Plans should provide some general direction on this 
issue but it should be up to each Council to apply it at a local level. 
 
Greater housing diversity is required in the City of Melton.  In 2016 
15.7% of households were lone person households, however only 
1.1% of the housing stock has only one bedroom. 
 
Greater guidance is required for Councils and developers on the use 
of land identified for high density housing in PSP areas before 
amenity has been delivered – for example it is difficult for a 
developer to sell an apartment next to a future train station when it 
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is unknown when the station will be built (it may be 10-30 years 
away).  This often results in sub-optimal outcomes around areas that 
can support higher density. 
 

36. Deliver very low income 
housing with inclusionary 
zoning 

Whilst MCC is supportive of the principles of inclusionary zoning to 
facilitate affordable housing, guidance is required on circumstances 
where inclusionary zoning should be applied, or must be applied 
 
If inclusionary zoning is mandated in certain settings it should 
remove the need for a planning panel when a planning scheme 
amendment is prepared to rezone an area.   
 
In addition to the planning mechanism, elements such as good 
passive solar design and energy efficiency also play a role in low 
income housing options. The whole of life costs (running costs) play 
a big role in true affordability. Comfort and health implications for 
the vulnerable and aged are also critical in “appropriate” housing for 
low income earners/pensioners and the linkage with the 
recommendations under Section 1 of the Strategy should be clear. 

37. Develop an 
interconnected open space 
network 

Council generally agrees that the development contribution system 
should be expanded to allow financial contributions to improve 
parkland connectivity and tree planting 
 
It is however noted that in some open space areas being developed 
in the City of Melton are to protect Victorian Volcanic Grasslands, 
and tree planting is not permitted in these reserves. Likewise tree 
planting areas are restricted in areas being developed for Growling 
Grass Frog habitat 
 
In this context, any changes to the development contribution system 
should promote connectivity, but should not require tree planting, 
as tree planting may not be permitted in some circumstances. 
 
There is also a need for State Government to commit to the delivery 
of regional open space.  For example, Melton City Council 
committed to gifting land for the Toolern Regional Park to State 
Government over 10 years ago but there has still been no budget 
committed to the implementation of the masterplan for this park 
beyond the review of the 2009 Masterplan prepared by Parks 
Victoria.  

38. Partner with Local 
Governments to fund 
pedestrian infrastructure 

This recommendation must go beyond NEIC’s and include the 
improvement of pedestrian infrastructure in and around 
Metropolitan and Major Activity Centres, and connecting people to 
train stations. 
 
It would also be useful if grants were available for Councils to assist 
in the implementation of active transport strategies in respect of 
priority routes, to improve walking and cycling infrastructure to 
activity centres, employment precincts, schools and railway stations 
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39. Transform cycling in 
Melbourne, Ballarat, 
Bendigo and Geelong 

The Department of Transport has recently released its new Strategic 
Cycling Corridors which were prepared with the input of Local 
Government.  Despite this, there is still now real direction on how 
the Strategic Cycling Corridors will be delivered, upgraded or 
operated. 
 
Funding in the short terms should focus on addressing gaps in the 
Strategic Cycling Corridor network. For example in the City of Melton 
urgent attention is required to provide a safe cycle route between 
Melton Township through our emerging Growth Corridors, including 
Diggers Rest, to Caroline Springs and beyond into the inner west. 

40. Improve walking and 
cycling data to better 
estimate travel impacts and 
benefits 

Generally supportive of this recommendation provided it does not 
detract resources for the delivery of much needed active transport 
infrastructure in the outer west. 

41. Reallocate road space to 
priority transport modes 

Generally supportive of this recommendation but consideration 
should be given to a review of the design standards for new roads in 
addition to the retrofitting of existing roads. 

42. Redesign tram routes No comment. 

43. Activate urban renewal 
with new tram links 

This recommendation should be expanded or a new 
recommendation added that gives consideration to the 
identification and development of trackless tram developments or 
high capacity bus routes in places the City of Melton to facilitate the 
movement of large numbers of people to and from major train 
stations and / or metropolitan and major activity centres. 
 
A possible route could be along Caroline Springs Boulevard between 
the Caroline Springs Major Activity Centre and Caroline Springs 
Railway Station, or a route along High Street connecting Woodgrove 
to the Caroline Springs Station 

44. Plan for public transport 
accessibility, including tram 
stop upgrades. 

MCC is supportive of this recommendation and this plan should be 
integrated into the public infrastructure plans (Recommendation 
32). Melton station currently has poor universal access.  Patrons 
alighting from buses need to negotiate a long path to access 
platform one and use a subway that is too step for people with 
mobility problems, alternatively there is no direct footpath 
connecting the bus terminal with platform one via the level crossing 
to avoid the subway. 
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2.3 Steer changes in Travel Behaviour 
There needs to be a recognition that Inner suburbs have additional options from travel supporting a 
tram, train and bus network. Outer suburbs are only supported by infrequent train system and a bus 
network without a turn up and go function, long indirect routes and infrequent timetables leading 
to a reluctance of passengers to use the bus network and travelling by car. This leads to entrenched 
behaviour and an inequitable approach to solving congestion issues.  
 
Simple fixes such as the integration of bus and train timetables along with more direct bus routes 
would help improve the uptake of public transport. Alternatively, a review of parking around train 
stations may assist.   
 
Any introduction of congestion charging or increase in parking to support behaviour changes must 
be accompanied by significant investment in the public transport system and investment in local 
jobs to address the existing inequity.  Many residents in the City of Melton have no choice but to 
drive into inner Melbourne given the poor public transport network that exists, many of the 
recommendations in this section would compound this inequity.  

Recommendation Comment 

45. Adopt peak and off-peak 
public transport fares 

No comment providing the fairs are reflective of the service being 
offered. 

46. Introduce different fares 
on each public transport 
mode to reflect different 
costs and benefits to 
encourage best use. 

Support the proposal to charge a differential fare for different 
modes of transport, however, there needs to be a recognition that 
under-use may not be a result of cost but as a result of infrequent, 
indirect routes and bus stops too far away from homes.  
 
For example, Figure 15 identifies that many of the bus routes in 
Melton Township have less than 20 boardings per service hour – this 
in part reflects the long head way between services, where people 
need to wait 40-60 minutes for the next bus if they missed the bus.   

47. Abolish the free tram 
zone 

No comment 

48. Remove annual charges 
while introducing distance-
based pricing for electric 
vehicles 

Whilst the principle of this recommendation is understood, it will 
potentially discourage those who have to drive for work due to a 
lack of alternative options or jobs close to home from transitioning 
to hybrid or electric vehicles.   

49. Appoint an independent 
body to advise on and 
monitor transport prices 

No comment. 

50. Increase and extend the 
Melbourne Congestion Levy 
on parking 

Not supportive in current form, this needs more recognition of the 
fact that many people in the outer west do not have a choice and 
have to drive into inner Melbourne for work. 

51. Incorporate congestion 
pricing for all new 
metropolitan freeways 

Congestion pricing should not automatically be applied when an 
existing highway or freeway has been upgraded particularly where 
there are limited transport options. 
 
For example, when the Western Highway in the City of Melton is 
upgraded to become a freeway, a toll should not be applied as there 
are limited transport options available for residents in the City of 
Melton to use other roads or public transport. 
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52. Trial full-scale congestion 
pricing in inner Melbourne 

In the event that congestion pricing was introduced in inner 
Melbourne significant money should be invested into improving 
public transport in the City of Melton to reduce car dependence 
 
Investment should also be made into creating employment centres 
in the suburbs such as the Cobblebank (Toolern) Metropolitan 
Activity Centre, and around the Western Interstate Freight Precinct 
to provide employment choice for residents in the City of Melton  
 
This policy seems to contradict the policy to support business and 
employment precincts in inner Melbourne. You can't encourage 
people to have to travel to the inner suburbs of Melbourne for work 
and then charge them a congestion tax for doing so. There needs to 
be an investment strategy that supports the delivery of business and 
employment precincts in the outer suburbs to move people out of 
travelling to inner Melbourne. 

54. Price parking at major 
public transport hubs, all 
train stations and park and 
rides 

This recommendations needs to be supported with initiatives to 
make bus transport more accessible and efficient.  In the City of 
Melton it is not uncommon for there to be a 10 year + plus lag in 
supplying buses to new subdivisions 
 
That means there are hundreds of people who have no choice but to 
drive to work or drive to a train station.  If fees are to be charged to 
park at a station there must also be a commitment from the State 
Government to provide a bus service to new estates to eliminate the 
need for people to drive to a station 
 
Likewise there should be a commitment from the State Government 
to increase the frequency of service – all bus services have a 
minimum 30 year headway between buses, with some routes having 
a 40-60 minute headway.  The headway between buses should be 
reduced to a maximum of 20 minutes (with 10 minute headways for 
premium routes). 

55. Phase out fixed road user 
charges and introduce user 
pays charging 

Charges should also take into consideration the level of public 
transport provided, for example:  
 
If there is no bus service available within 800 metres of your home 
you are living in a car dependent community and have limited 
opportunity to use a different mode of transport.  Likewise, if the 
public transport within 800 metres of your home runs at a frequency 
greater than 20 minutes you should be charged less as you have a 
limited opportunity to use a different mode of transport 
 
A percentage of the money collected should be spent on improving 
access to public transport to direct mode shift. 
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2.4 Adapt Infrastructure for Modern Needs 

 
Recommendation Comment 

56. Require accessible 
buildings for public services 

The State Government should also be advocating that the building 
code should be changed to ensure that all new homes are built to be 
universally accessible, which enables to age in place. 

57. Rapidly renew old public 
housing 

No comment 

58. Upgrade and rebuild 
public hospital infrastructure 

This should not be at the expense of the provision of new hospital 
infrastructure including Melton Hospital (refer comments at 
recommendation 74). 

59. Build back better after 
emergencies 

No comment 

60. Expand the legislated 
definition of critical 
infrastructure and improve 
information flows 

No comment 

61. Incorporate lessons of 
emergency reviews 

No comment 
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Section 3: Harness Infrastructure 

3.1 Shape the Transport Network for Better Access 
The commentary that growth areas have been successful in producing relatively affordable housing 
product is relative.  Many of our residents experience mortgage stress compounded by having to 
run multiple cars and long travel times to access employment and key services.  
 
The Strategy needs to go beyond the projects that have been announced such as the Suburban Rail 
Loop and consider how to address the transport inequity that is currently being faced by many 
Victorians, including our community.  This is supported by the projections of overcapacity and under 
capacity that are included in the strategy which do not fit with current infrastructure project 
planning. 
 

Recommendation Comment 

62. Reshape the 
metropolitan bus network 

It is important to note that the Department of Transport has a 
measure that 95% of households should be within 400 metres of 
public transport – this measure is not being met in the City of 
Melton 
 
Much greater investment in bus infrastructure is required in the City 
of Melton. As discussed above, it is not uncommon for bus services 
to be delivered to a new estate more than 10 years after the first 
residents moved in and large parts of the municipality have no plans 
for a bus service to be delivered in the near future.  Where bus 
services are provided it is not uncommon for bus headways to be 
more than 30 minutes with services having a bus headway of 60 
minutes 
 
Council supports a review of the bus network in the City of Melton 
to replace long meandering routes with more direct routes along 
main roads, and more frequent services for a longer duration of the 
day.  Buses should run with a minimum of a 20 minute headway, 
with a 10 minute headway for premium bus routes and the 
introduction of Smart Buses should be considered as a priority. 

63. Connect suburban jobs 
through premium buses and 
road upgrades 

MCC agrees that it is important to improve connections to NEIC’s, 
however this should also be broadened to improve connections to 
Metropolitan Activity Centres, as these centres have large numbers 
of jobs and essential services.  Improving connections to 
Metropolitan Activity Centres will improve transport connections to 
higher order community infrastructure such as hospitals, law courts, 
and tertiary education facilities 
 
In City of Melton context, this should also include connections to 
Cobblebank, the Western SSIP and a connection along the Melton 
Highway from Cobblebank to Watergardens.  In addition, the bus 
service connecting Melton Township to the Sunshine NEIC should be 
upgraded to a premium service with a 10 minute headway between 
buses to connect residents in the City of Melton to employment 
opportunities 
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Supportive the identified upgrade of the Calder and Western 
Freeways and the identified upgrade of the Palmers Road / Calder 
Park Drive corridor. 
 

64. Increase suburban rail 
corridor services and 
capacity 

See comments at Recommendation 69 regarding the electrification 
of the railway line to Melton 

65. Reconfigure the city loop 
for cross-city train services 

There needs to be a consideration of the impact this proposal would 
have on services to and from Melton. 

66. Prepare for Melbourne 
Metro Two 

Whilst MCC do not object to Melbourne Metro two, this should not 
occur before electrification of the line to Melton.  It would appear 
that the timing for the electrification of the line to Melton has 
already been impact by the Geelong Fast Rail and any further delays 
to delivering a metro level service to a population that is only 35km 
from Melbourne CBD is unacceptable. 

67. Protect a future option 
for a new cross-city 
motorway 

Consideration should also be given to preserving the West Link 
advocated for in the Eddington Transport Report, as the western 
suburbs are overly dependent on the Westgate Freeway – when 
there is an accident on the Westgate Freeway the whole western 
suburbs grind to a halt. 

3.2 Plan for Growth Areas 
As a growth area Council, MCC understands the need for timely investment in infrastructure to 
support our growing community.  MCC supports recommendations that consider how to improve 
the development of these new communities but the preparation of, and commitment to, the 
delivery of State infrastructure is an essential element of this planning.  State government must 
work with growth area Councils to consider opportunities for partnership and models of delivery for 
infrastructure.  In addition, State government must recognise the importance of the outer west and 
focus on the development of employment precinct, health infrastructure and an improved transport 
network. 

68. Prioritise and oversee 
infrastructure delivery in 
growing communities 

Council supports staging plans being introduced into Precinct 
Structure Plans to ensure growth proceeds in an orderly and 
sequential manner however, this must be considered in the context 
of the existing development in the relevant growth area and not be 
a one size fits all approach. 
 
This plan has to include water and utilities infrastructure in addition 
to the community and recreation infrastructure that State and Local 
Government provide. 
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69. Expand rail access in 
outer suburbs 

The City of Melton is rapidly growing and will have an ultimate 
population of over 500,000 people. The rail system in the City of 
Melton needs a significant upgrade to cater for this growth. 
 
The Melton Rail corridor requires the following upgrade works in the 
short term: 

o The Melton Rail Corridor electrification; 
o Level crossings need to be removed in the City of Melton 
o Melton Station is in urgent need of reconstruction;  
o New stations are required at Paynes Road and Hopkins 

Road (land set aside but still to be acquired); 
A new station is required at Calder Park Drive on the Sunbury Line to 
relieve congestion at Watergardens Station 
 
The State Government should consider realigning the suburban rail 
loop to run through the middle of the City of Melton.  It could make 
use of the Outer Metropolitan Ring reservation from Melbourne 
Airport to Werribee.  At this stage the suburban loop barely covers 
the western suburbs and provides no particular benefit to the 
residents of the City of Melton. 

70. Improved outer roads 
network Expand and 
upgrade Melbourne’s outer 
suburban road network 

There has been no investment in the outer road corridors in the City 
of Melton leading to considerable congestion.  There needs to be a 
recognition that the Western Outer Roads Package was essentially a 
Wyndham roads package. 
 
The following roads require investment in the City of Melton: 

 The Western Highway urgently needs to be upgraded to a 
Freeway standard from Melton to Caroline Springs: 

o Construct an interchange at Bulmans Road 
o Construct a pedestrian overpass at Arnolds Creek 
o Remove direct property access 
o Plan for capacity improvements 

 Duplicate the Melton Highway between Leakes Road and The 
Regency 

 Construct a signalised intersection at Melton Highway and 
Leakes Road 

 Duplication of the Palmers Road Corridor (Robinsons Road, 
Westwood Drive and Calder Park Drive) 

 Duplicate Hopkins Road – key link between the Cities of Melton 
and Wyndham 

 Construct the Calder Park Drive / Calder Freeway interchange 

 Duplicate Christies Road between Caroline Springs Station and 
Ballarat Road 

 

71. Target 30% tree canopy 
in new growth areas 

Supportive of this recommendation, however may not be achievable 
in some new suburbs in the City of Melton.  Deanside a new 
community has extensive grassland reserves which will not be 
permitted to have trees planted within them or adjacent them 
 
ResCode and poor housing outcomes in PSP areas is having an 
impact on the ability to plant trees in new suburbs in growth areas: 
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o House lot sizes are decreasing, but house sizes are not 
o Large houses being built on small sites 
o Houses built as detached homes, with a one metre 

setback from side boundaries – often paved and is 
unusable space 

o Front yards and backyards are too small to plant a 
canopy tree  

o Small lot housing code is resulting in streets where one 
street tree is planted for two dwellings due to the 
location of driveways  

 
Alternative forms of housing should be considered such as attached 
/ terrace housing which have yards big enough to plant a canopy 
tree.  Greater emphasis should be placed on creating building 
typologies which allow trees to be planted on private properties 

3.3 Align Social Infrastructure with Better Service Delivery 
There needs to be better integrated planning for service delivery and supporting infrastructure for 
allied health services including family violence (more prevalent in outer suburbs) mental health 
service, specialist education services, drug and alcohol, tertiary and TAFE.  
 
State Planning needs to be aligned to projections so that they are delivered with growth not long 
after the growth has happened. Lack of services and appropriate support has been shown to 
increase unemployment, disengagement, increased health needs within the community.  
 

Recommendation Comment 

72. Co-design an Aboriginal 
Controlled Infrastructure 
Plan 

Supportive of this recommendation and would welcome the 
opportunity to provide support to implement this process. 

73. Set targets to grow social 
housing 

Supportive of this recommendation. 

74. Build new hospital 
capacity 

Supportive of this recommendation.  Melton City Council welcome 
the allocation of money in the 20/21 budget for the land acquisition 
for the Melton Hospital.  However, a commitment to commence 
construction by 2022 with a view to having an operational hospital 
by 2026 critical. 
 

75. Deliver infrastructure for 
a better mental health 
system 

Supportive of this recommendations and MCC would welcome the 
opportunity to work with State Government to investigate 
opportunities for the early delivery of services. 

76. Plan and consistently 
deliver corrections and 
youth justice infrastructure 
while managing demand 
with policy settings 

This must be considered in conjunction with programs and other 
initiatives to target and support disengaged youth. 
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Section 4: Develop Regional Victoria 
MCC is supportive of recommendations that support the growth of regional centres particularly 

Ballarat and the broader Western Region.  We have no particular comments on the 

recommendations contained within this section. 

 

 

 

 



City of Melton  
Advocacy Priorities



 
City of 
Melton 

resident 
modes of 

travel

Our priorities

Western Rail Plan
Melton City Council is seeking a commitment from the 
State Government to deliver the electrification and 
duplication of the Melton rail line, and the separation of 
the Ballarat rail line by 2025-2026.

We’re also seeking that the delivery of three new stations 
(Hopkins Road, Paynes Road and Calder Park), and a 
commitment to acquire land for these new stations, be 
added to the Plan, along with upgrades to Melton Station 
to improve all-abilities access, safety and urban amenity, 
including the construction of further car spaces in 
addition to the 100 committed in the 2019/2020 State 
Budget.

Council is also seeking a commitment for the removal of 
level crossings at Calder Park Drive and Robinsons Road, 
as key priorities of the Western Rail Plan. 

Sunbury line upgrade
The State Government committed to a $2.1 billion 
Sunbury Line Upgrade in the 2019/2020 Budget, which 
will deliver: 

• power upgrades between Sunbury and the Metro 
Tunnel entrance near South Kensington Station

• platform extensions at 10 stations between Sunbury 
and Footscray, and

• wheelchair boarding platforms at eight stations.

Melton City Council is seeking train stabling upgrades at 
Sunbury, Calder Park and Watergardens, along with 
upgrades to stations along the Sunbury line so that new, 
high capacity Metro trains can be rolled out as part of the 
upgrade.

Public Transport: Rail

The Western Rail Plan is a significant State Government initiative  
that will provide a sleek and efficient public transport network to  

service Melbourne’s fast growing west. 

3.4% 
travel by public 

transport

3.5% 
travel by active 

transport

93.1% 
travel by car

A thriving community 
where everyone belongs
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Shaping a City for the future

Over the next 20 years, the City of Melton will become 
Melbourne’s fastest growing municipality, presenting 
the unrivalled opportunity to shape a community that’s 
fresh, ambitious and in command of its own destiny.



Roads & Freight

Efficient road network  
and freight infrastructure 

Western Highway

An upgrade to this  
critical national road link

Public Transport: Rail

An efficient and frequent 
public rail system

Early Years Education

An equitable early  
years education program  
for every child

Public Transport: Buses

A more frequent and better 
connected bus network

Prevention of  
family violence

Violence prevention 
programs, support  
and facilities 

Health Precinct

A 24 hour public hospital 
and state-of-the-art  
health precinct 

Sports & Recreation

Critical infrastructure  
and vital sport and 
recreational facilities 

A Tertiary Experience

A local tertiary and TAFE 
learning environment 

Primary, Secondary  
& Specialist Schools

State-of-the-art  
educational institutions 

Advocacy Priorities

The City of Melton is one of Australia’s fastest 
growing municipalities in one of the country’s 

fastest growing regions. 

Our municipality offers the unique opportunity to establish a new benchmark for growth and 
development, where services and infrastructure are planned and delivered in line with population 

growth. Council calls on the State and Federal Governments to support the City of Melton as it 
manages this growth, and capitalise on the significant opportunities to deliver best practice 

infrastructure and services to a young, progressive community. 

2 3



With a population that’s expected to reach around 
500,000 by 2051, the City of Melton features opportunities 
for business and residential development, and is 
strategically situated on the national freight route  
to Adelaide. 

With connections to major ports and national freeways, 
the City of Melton is the ideal location for a broad mix  
of residential development, employment, commercial and 
recreational investment.

Melton City Council manages the challenges faced  
by our rapidly growing population by advocating for 
state-of-the-art educational facilities, health 
infrastructure, public transport and roads. 

By fostering a culture that promotes innovation, values 
efficiency, and adopts a strategic approach to understanding 
the needs of our diverse residents, we are shaping a City  
that is both economically and environmentally sustainable, 
and somewhere people aspire to live, raise a family and run 
a business.

Introducing the City of Melton

The City of Melton offers an outstanding mix of urban 
and rural lifestyles. Located 19 kilometres northwest of 

Melbourne’s CBD, the City covers an area of 527.3 square 
kilometres, and boasts modern housing developments, 

international award-winning wineries, fantastic eateries, 
and world-class golf and sporting facilities.

19km 485,061
Northwest of  

Melbourne’s CBD
Expected to reach 

by 2051

LOCATION POPULATION

527.3
Square kilometre 

coverage

SCALE

Median Age 
Melton

Families with 
children Melton

Couples without 
children Melton

Median Age 
Victoria

Families with 
children Victoria

Couples without 
children Victoria

Cultural diversity

Residents

Growth

Housing

Economic

40,000
Residents born overseas

33 57% 20%

37 41% 24% 

164,984
  Current population (2019)

5.4%
Annual growth rate

8614
Number of local businesses

71,619
Number of employed residents

6.7%
Unemployment rate (Melton)

4.7%
Unemployment rate (Victoria)

52
Babies born per week

52
Families moving in per week

485,061
Projected population (2051)

284,579
Projected population (2031)

diversity
Top six countries by birthplace: India, Philippines, UK,  
New Zealand, Malta and Vietnam

Median house price

$515,735 (municipality)
$400,000 (Melton South)
$661,000 (Taylors Hill)

$1,538 
Median household weekly income

20% 
Households renting

 52,000 
  Number of households (2019)

158,000+ 
  Number of households (2051)

March 2019 March 2019
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Melton City Council 
invites the State and 
Federal Governments to 
partner with us to deliver 
transformational 
infrastructure and 
services that support  
job creation, commercial 
investment and 
outstanding liveability.

Our advocacy priorities reflect a 
municipality on the move — a City 
that’s ready to build its own future.

This document highlights our 
strengths, articulates our ambitions 
and outlines the opportunities we 
offer to those ready to build the 
premier community of tomorrow.

Bulmans Road overpass, Harkness
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Key Transformational Projects Underway 

Funding for key infrastructure projects is critical 
to improving the liveability of a municipality like the  

City of Melton. The State Government has acknowledged 
the need to support our City’s growth by delivering public 

infrastructure that includes a plan for a public hospital  
in Cobblebank, rolling out new schools across the City, 

and planning important public transport upgrades,  
all of which positively impact our community and makes 

the City of Melton attractive to residential and 
commercial investors alike.

Melton Hospital

It’s been well documented that a new public hospital in 
Melton is the critical piece of community infrastructure 
needed to ensure the ongoing health and wellbeing of our 
fast-growing City. Nearly two decades of rapid, sustained 
population growth, and increased demand on existing 
health services, support the case that an additional 
hospital in Melbourne’s outer west must be operational 
no later than 2026.

The State Government has  provided $2.4 million in 
funding to develop a business case for a new hospital in 
Melton. Council is highly appreciative of the collective 
work of local members and the State Government for this 
significant commitment, and is keen to work across all 
levels of government and the private sector, to ensure our 
residents have access to the best health care facilities 
possible.

Ballarat Rail Line Upgrade Project

The half a billion dollar allocation to upgrade the Ballarat 
rail line in the 2016 State Budget has gone a long way to 
improving train service reliability not only within the  
City of Melton, but beyond to key regional areas 
including Ballarat and Ararat. 

The project includes the duplication of 18 kilometres of 
track between Deer Park West and Melton, construction 
of a new station at Cobblebank between Rockbank and 
Melton, and the redevelopment of Rockbank railway 
station, including platform extensions, pedestrian link 
and a new car park.

This project is critical to enable more peak services by 
providing more passing lanes and platforms along the 
existing train line.

Open spaces for a healthier lifestyle Rockbank Station

Half a billion dollar allocation to upgrade the  
Ballarat rail line in the 2016 State Budget

The State 
Government has 

acknowledged the 
need to support our 

City’s growth

A plan for a  
public hospital in 

Cobblebank, rolling 
out new schools 

across the City, and 
planning important 

public transport 
upgrades
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Community Infrastructure Projects

Fast growing municipalities with new and emerging 
suburbs like the City of Melton, rely on the timely delivery  
of community, sporting, health and early learning facilities, 
to ensure residents have access to the infrastructure they 
need to lead healthy and productive lives. 

Projects of this magnitude, however, require significant 
funding and a coordinated partnership approach not only 
from all levels of government, but also major developers. 

Melton City Council has delivered an impressive portfolio 
of major community infrastructure projects over several 
years, facilitated by generous contributions from the 
State Government (including $23.8 million from the 
Growing Suburbs Fund for 24 projects), and Federal 
Government (including $8.39 million from the Better 
Regions Fund for two projects).

Council embraces the opportunity to work collaboratively 
across all levels of government and is appreciative of the 
ongoing support and acknowledgement we receive for the 
work we undertake across our City. 

We believe by working together to deliver priority projects, 
we are building a healthier, more connected community, 
and a stronger, more liveable Victoria.

Melton City Council seeks a commitment from both the 
State and Federal Governments to continue to support 
the substantial growth with financial support for critical 
community infrastructure.

Caroline Springs Town Centre Sports Precinct Kurunjang Community Hub

Education Delivery Program

To ensure that children in new suburbs can go to school 
locally, the Victorian Government has commenced a 
rollout of new primary and secondary schools within 
the City of Melton. 

In 2019, a new primary school opened in Burnside, 
and funding was allocated for the construction of 
Eynesbury Station Primary School and Rockbank North 
Primary School in the 2019/2020 State Budget.

With a budget inclusion for land acquisition in the 
Victorian State Budget 2019/2020, additional schools  
will continue to be planned and delivered in our 
municipality.

Western Rail Plan

The Western Rail Plan is a significant State Government 
initiative that will facilitate the electrification of the 
Melton rail line, and subsequent separation from the 
Ballarat rail line, to provide a sleek and efficient public 
transport network to service Melbourne’s fast 
growing west. 

The plan also has the potential to triple the Melton rail 
line’s carrying capacity, and will create seamless connection 
into the new Melbourne Airport Link and the Metro Tunnel. 
The result? Increased traffic efficiency and accessibility 
to the CBD, and the transformation of Melton into an 
interchange station with access to both metro and 
regional trains.

State of the art secondary schoolsElectrification of rail line

The Victorian Government has commenced  
a rollout of new primary and secondary schools 
within the City of Melton. 

The plan has the potential to triple the Melton rail 
line’s carrying capacity, and will create seamless 
connection into the new Melbourne Airport Link 
and the Metro Tunnel.

Melton City Council has delivered an impressive 
portfolio of major community infrastructure 
projects over several years, facilitated by generous 
contributions from the State and Federal 
Governments.
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Cobblebank

The suburb of Cobblebank, located within the Toolern 
Metropolitan Activity Centre, will serve the region as a 
major hub for shopping, services, food and entertainment, 
and is located right next door to a future employment 
area featuring office space, warehousing, big box retail 
and light industry. 

Located some 30 kilometres from Melbourne’s CBD, this 
jewel in the Toolern Metropolitan Activity Centre crown 
will feature 20,000 dwellings, a population of around 
55,000 and approximately 22,000 jobs.

The State Government has identified Cobblebank, and 
the Toolern Metropolitan Activity Centre, as the second 
highest ranking activity centre in Melbourne, surpassed 
only by the CBD.

Public investment in infrastructure has the potential 
to not only deliver a new hospital and health precinct to 
Cobblebank, but also a justice precinct, tertiary offering, 
early learning centres, six-court highball stadium, primary 
and secondary schools, upgraded roads, public transport  
and a major commercial precinct.

Melton City Council has an 
outstanding record in the early 
delivery of community, sporting, 
health and early learning 
infrastructure, particularly 
in emerging  communities like 
Cobblebank. We set the standard  
and are leaders in strategic 
planning and designing 
communities for the future. 

The Bridge Road Recreation  
Precinct is a shining example 
of Council’s commitment to investing 
in infrastructure that helps the 
community thrive and prosper. 
It includes the Western BACE (Business 
Accelerator and Centre for Excellence), 
Bridge Road Children’s and Community 
Centre, regional playspace, recreation 
reserve, and athletics and hockey 
facilities, enabling Council and third 
party providers to offer programs  
and services based on continuous 
improvement, innovation, wellbeing 
and learning.

Bridge Road facilities
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Melton City Council means business and jobs

Local jobs creation is paramount in ensuring the future 
prosperity, economic and environmental sustainability, 

of our municipality.

Medical technologies  
and pharmaceuticals

Health  
Care

New energy  
technologies

Food and  
beverage 

Transport  
technologies

Defence  
technologies

Construction  
technologies

Sport and  
tourism

Exciting greenfield opportunities are also available within the municipality, 
and Council will work with all relevant government agencies to attract 

commercial investment that capitalises on exciting opportunities in emerging 
industries identified by Business Victoria, including:

To date, employment growth within the City of Melton has 
been outstripped by residential growth, with 75 per cent 
of residents currently travelling outside the municipality 
for work each day. 

This presents outstanding opportunities for new and 
established businesses to tap into a highly skilled labour 
force searching for gainful employment closer to home.

Local workers boast skills across all sectors, including 
retail, manufacturing and construction but increasingly  
in emerging industries including health care, education 
and training, supply chain and logistics.

More than 75 per cent of residents currently  
travel outside the municipality for work, each day. 

Local manufacturing business Local hospitality business
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Despite nearly two 
decades of sustained 
residential and 
commercial development, 
the City of Melton is still 
home to pockets of 
beautiful landscape, rare 
grasslands, unique fauna, 
forests, and waterways.

Council is committed  
to protecting and 
enhancing these natural 
environments for future 
generations, and reducing 
the ecological footprint of 
our facilities and services.

Melton Weir, Exford
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Mount Atkinson  
and Tarneit Plains

Provides approximately 
19,000 jobs in identified 
industrial, commercial  
and retail precincts. The 
employment generated  
by this PSP will contribute 
to the State Significant 
Western Industrial Node.

Toolern 

Facilitates approximately 
22,000 jobs through a 
massive 490 hectare 
employment and mixed- 
use, regionally significant 
Metropolitan. 

Activity Centre, and other 
commercial precincts. 
These employment areas 
within the Toolern PSP 
provide for a variety of 
commercial, office, service 
industry and industrial jobs.

Plumpton, Rockbank,  
and Rockbank North 

Major Activity Centres  
are located across these 
approved PSPs, and provide 
significant employment 
opportunities in both the 
retail and community 
sectors, servicing around  
50,000 residents, each.

People and workforce

A booming population 
offering a rapidly increasing 
customer base and a local 
skilled workforce searching 
for gainful employment 
closer to home.

Connectivity

Located 19 kilometres from 
Melbourne’s CBD on the 
national freight route to 
Adelaide, the City of Melton 
has connections to major 
ports and national 
freeways, and opportunities 
to expand on existing public 
transport networks.

Strategic planning

Thriving communities are 
built from careful planning. 
Both the State and Federal 
Governments have an 
unprecedented opportunity 
to shape the City of Melton, 
and positively impact the 
lives of thousands of 
residents, particularly in  
the areas of transport, 
education and jobs creation, 
with 11,300 hectares of land 
zoned for residential and 
commercial development.

Unrivalled opportunities

The City of Melton’s full 
potential has yet to be 
realised. With affordable 
land and key business 
precincts readily available, 
both public and private 
investors can actively 
shape a community named 
Victoria’s fastest growing 
economy over the 
past decade.

City of Melton: strategic advantages

The City of Melton is one of the most vibrant and  
dynamic growth areas in the heart of Melbourne’s west, 

and boasts Victoria’s fastest growing economy over  
the past 10 years.

The City of Melton currently has 10 approved Precinct Structure Plans (PSPs) 
that guide the development in key residential and industrial areas within  

the municipality, with a further 11 PSPs still to be developed, five of which 
include  major employment precincts. Each PSP allows for the development  

of areas for future employment, with several offering significant  
employment opportunities:

A region ripe for investment

Facilitates 
approximately 

22,000 jobs.

Employment 
opportunities for 

approx 17,000 
residents.

Provides 
approximately 

19,000 jobs

Mount Atkinson  
and Tarneit Plains

Toolern Plumpton, Rockbank,  
and Rockbank North

Western Interstate Freight Terminal (WIFT) 

The Western Interstate Freight Terminal (WIFT)  
is a significant regional infrastructure project 
proposed for Truganina, in the southeast of the 
municipality. Establishing this interstate rail 
freight terminal and warehousing precinct will 
have an extremely positive effect on local job 
creation and an increase in commercial 
productivity.

Part of the Commonwealth Inland Rail Project, 
the Victorian Western Growth Corridor Plan 
and Victorian Freight Plan–Delivering the Goods, 
the WIFT will dramatically improve efficiencies 
in local, national and international freight 
movement by bringing local warehouse precincts 
closer to freight terminals, and limiting the 
number of trucks and trains required to transport 
interstate freight into the Dynon Precinct in  
Port Melbourne. 

The WIFT is a critical infrastructure project  
that will create investment and employment 
opportunities in warehousing and logistics, 
industries perfectly suited to the vast land 
availability and connectivity of the City of Melton.
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Our development is  
so much more than 
bricks and mortar. Our 
community is evolving at 
its very core; establishing 
an identity that is unique  
to us: welcoming, 
progressive, diverse and 
vibrant. Melton City 
Council is proud to host  
a number of events  
that promote harmony, 
diversity, and foster a 
sense of community.

Community festival – Caroline Springs
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A thriving community 
where everyone belongs

Councillors and Wards 

Cambridge Ward

Cr Steve Abboushi
0437 231 680
steve.abboushi@melton.vic.gov.au

Cr Goran Kesic
0437 241 436
goran.kesic@melton.vic.gov.au

Cr Kathy Majdlik
0412 584 058
kathy.majdlik@melton.vic.gov.au

Coburn Ward

Cr Ken Hardy
0437 226 887
ken.hardy@melton.vic.gov.au

Cr Sophie Ramsey
0412 584 067
sophie.ramsey@melton.vic.gov.au

Cr Yvonne Sabire
0455 622 581
yvonne.sebire@melton.vic.gov.au

Cr Bob Turner
0412 584 224
bob.turner@melton.vic.gov.auWatts Ward

Cr Lara Carli
0409 951 020
lara.carli@melton.vic.gov.au

Cr Michelle Mendes
0437 249 824
michelle.mendes@melton.vic.gov.au
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Public Transport
Deliver efficient and accessible public transport  
through the Western Rail Plan, Sunbury Line upgrade,  
and new bus routes. 

Roads
Upgrade Western Highway to urban standard and commit 
to a second Outer Western Region Arterial Roads package 
that includes roads within the municipality.

Education
Provide innovative, state-of-the-art education facilities 
including tertiary and TAFE offerings, primary, secondary, 
specialist schools, and early learning facilities to prepare 
every child, of all abilities, for the future.

Health and human services
Design, acquire land and build a new, cutting edge public 
hospital to deliver much needed health services not only 
to the City of Melton’s growing population, but beyond to 
regional centres. The City of Melton also calls for the 
localised provision of a Support and Safety Hub (Orange 
Door), and accommodation for allied health services, 
within the municipality.

Recreation
Provide sporting and recreational facilities to increase 
positive health outcomes for our residents.

Advocacy Priorities

The City of Melton’s growth represents not only exciting 
opportunities, but also significant challenges. Despite all 
the headway we’ve made, there is still work to be done, 

and this guides our advocacy priorities.

The fact sheets in the front pocket 
of this document detail Council’s  
key priorities for our municipality, 
outlining opportunities for the State 
and Federal Governments to fund  
and deliver transformational 
infrastructure that will shape the  
lives of thousands of Victorians.

Our priorities
Melton City Council is seeking a commitment from both 
the State and Federal Governments to fund the upgrade 
of the Western Highway to an urban freeway standard, 
within the City of Melton.

• Fund a business case to upgrade the corridor

• Construct Bulmans Road interchange

• Construct a pedestrian over pass at Arnolds Creek

• Remove direct property access, bus stops and turning 
lanes within the central median strip from the Western 
Highway

• Plan for capacity improvements to reduce congestion

Roads: Western Highway

An upgrade to the critical arterial road link that  
functions as an important economic driver.

W E S T E R N H I G H W A Y

W E S T E R N H I G H W A Y

2031
Population / sqkm
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Interchange 
at Harkness 

Rd
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Arnolds Creek Construct 
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Upgrade intersection of  
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breaks.

Construct 
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full-diamond 
interchange.

Our priorities
As one of Melbourne’s fastest growing municipalities, the 
City of Melton needs a more frequent and better connected 
bus network. Council calls on the State Government to:

• Establish new, and extend existing, bus routes to 
service emerging commercial and residential estates 
within the municipality, to facilitate better access to 
jobs, social services and education

• Increase the frequency of buses across the 
municipality; and

• Establish two ‘turn up and go’ bus routes with 
10 minute frequencies:
–  Melton Station – Woodgrove – High Street,  

Melton – Cobblebank Station.
–  Caroline Springs Station – Caroline Springs  

Town Centre – Watergardens. 

Public Transport: Buses

A more frequent and better connected bus network.

New Bus Routes

Melton Station  ≥  Woodgrove  ≥  High Street, Melton  ≥  Cobblebank Station via Melton industrial precinct

Bacchus Marsh  ≥  Melton  ≥  Watergardens

Caroline Springs  ≥  Werribee East

Woodgrove  ≥  High Street, Melton  ≥  Caroline Springs town center

New residential estates  ≥  Cobblebank Station

New estates  ≥  Rockbank Station and Caroline Springs Station

Melton  ≥  Melton South  ≥  Eynesbury

 
New  

estates across 
the City of Melton 
don’t have access 

to buses

Services are 
infrequent and 

unreliable

Only 15% of City of 
Melton residents live 
within 400 meters of 

public transport

Source: ABS Census 2016

 
City of 
Melton 

resident 
modes of 

travel

Our priorities

Western Rail Plan
Currently in its planning stage, the Western Rail Plan is a 
significant State Government initiative that will provide a 
sleek and efficient public transport network to service 
Melbourne’s fast growing west. 

Melton City Council is seeking: 

• a commitment from the State Government to deliver 
the electrification and duplication of the Melton rail 
line, and the separation of the Ballarat rail line by 
2025-2026

• a commitment to acquire land and build two new 
stations at Hopkins Road and Paynes Road 

• an upgrade to Melton Station to improve all-abilities 
access, safety and urban amenity, including the 
construction of further car spaces in addition to the 
100 committed in the 2019/2020 State Budget.

Sunbury line upgrade
The State Government committed to a $2.1 billion 
Sunbury Line Upgrade in the 2019/2020 Budget, which 
will deliver power and upgrades to 10 stations along the 
Sunbury line.  

Melton City Council is seeking: 

• a new station at Calder Park, Hillside, to relieve 
commuter and parking stress at Watergardens Station, 
and traffic congestion along Melton Highway

• the removal of the level crossing at Calder Park Drive

Public Transport: Rail

10% 
travel by public 

transport

3.5% 
travel by active 

transport

93.1% 
travel by car

A frequent and efficient public rail system that connects Melton residents  
to employment, health services, recreation and education.

Source: ABS Census 2016
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Melton Civic Centre 
232 High Street, Melton 
T 03 9747 7200

Melton Library and Learning Hub 
31 McKenzie Street, Melton 
T 03 9747 7200

Caroline Springs Library  
and Learning Hub 
193 Caroline Springs Boulevard  
Caroline Springs 
T 03 9747 7200

Published: October 2019

advocacy@melton.vic.gov.au

03 9747 7200

melton.vic.gov.au

facebook.com/cityofmelton

Instagram.com/cityofmeltonofficial
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Mayor’s
Message
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The City of Melton is one of the fastest growing 
municipalities in Australia, set to triple from a 
population of 173,072 (2021) to 500,000 in the 
next thirty years.  

Creating jobs in Melton is critical for long 
term prosperity, productivity and liveability. 
Our residents have limited access to local 
employment, with 70 percent of employees 
travelling outside of the municipality for work 
daily. The ratio of local jobs in the City of Melton 
per member of the labour force is 0.38, less than 
the average of 0.6 in Melbourne’s growth areas 
and significantly below that of Metropolitan 
Melbourne. COVID-19 had a devastating impact 
on local employment, with 11,493 residents 
receiving JobSeeker and Youth Allowance in 
November 2020, more than double the rate of 
March 2020.

But the future outlook is one where our region 
drives regional and State economic activity: our 
potential is ready to be unlocked. Melbourne’s 
largest State Significant Industrial Precinct, the 
Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre, and a 
number of Precinct Structure Plans and activity 
centres will create more than 70,000 jobs. Now 
is the time to invest in major projects that ensure 
the City of Melton has a diverse and resilient 
economy that provides a mix of employment 
opportunities for a booming workforce. Such 
investment will have reach far beyond the 
municipality, accelerating job creation and 
investment attraction for the outer west and into 
the regional centres such as Ballarat. 

Our budget submission centres on strategic 
investment in transformational projects of State 
and National significance, creating long-term jobs 
that last beyond the construction phase. 

We have identified projects that provide economic 
security for our youth as they emerge into the 
workplace, and also target vulnerable groups of 
women and migrants. With a significant rise in 
family violence, we need to empower women 
with financial independence and equality through 
access to local employment. A commitment to 
funding the projects outlined in this submission 
will attract investment to drive job creation for the 
outer west. 

Council highly values the investment in key 
services and infrastructure provided by the 
Victorian Government in recent years, including 
Cobblebank railway station, Melton Hospital, 
the Growing Suburbs Fund, roads, schools and 
more. With the City of Melton set to become 
Melbourne’s fastest growing municipality over the 
next 20 years, there is a clear need for continued 
investment and partnerships.

On behalf of my fellow Councillors, I commend 
this budget submission, which outlines a strategic 
and positive plan for employment, liveability and 
prosperity for our residents, as we embrace the 
challenges to come.

Cr Kathy Majdlik

Cr Kathy Majdlik
Mayor



Median Age  
Melton

Families with 
children Melton

Couples without 
children Melton

Median Age  
Victoria

Families with 
children Victoria

Couples without 
children Victoria

Cultural diversity

Residents

Growth

Housing

Economic

40,000

33 57% 20%

37 41% 24% 

173,072
  Current population (2021)

5.4%
Annual growth rate

9,472
Number of local businesses

76,541
Number of employed residents

8.1%
Unemployment rate (Melton)

5.4%
Unemployment rate (Victoria)

49
Babies born per week

50
Families moving in per week

500,000
Projected population (2051)

288,781
Projected population (2031)

diversity

Median house price

$515,735 (municipality)
$400,000 (Melton South)
$661,000 (Taylors Hill)

$1,538  
Median household weekly income

20%  
Households renting

 54,609  
  Number of households (2019)

160,000+  
  Number of households (2051)

June 2020NEIR 2019 June 2020

Top six countries by birthplace: India, Philippines, 
UK, New Zealand, Malta and Vietnam

Residents born overseas

Impacts of COVID-19

Businesses in  
Melton on Jobkeeper

increase in Jobseeker 
recipients from 
previous year 
(November 2020)

increase in family 
violence incidents38.47% 39.8%

6,398 (125%)

Women greatly impacted  by  
being overly represented in 
industries a�ected by COVID-19
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Jobs and  
Investment Attraction
Creating a diversity of long-term jobs will be critical in achieving a sustainable 
economic recovery from COVID-19. 

Now is the time to invest in major projects that go beyond the construction phase, 
to provide a mix of employment opportunities for Melton’s booming workforce. 

Our major projects have reach far beyond our municipality, with significant 
regional impact in job creation and investment attraction for the outer west  
and into the regional centres to Ballarat.

JOBS AND INVESTMENT ATTRACTION
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JOBS AND INVESTMENT ATTRACTION

Western Intermodal Freight Precinct (WIFP)

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

The delivery of the Western Intermodal Freight 
Precinct (WIFP) will significantly improve freight 
access in Melbourne’s west while acting as a 
catalyst for commercial investment into the 
Western State Significant Industrial Precinct, 
creating long-term jobs.

The proposed location of the WIFP will provide 
access to 1,700 hectares of existing zoned 
industrial land and 1,200 hectares of future zoned 
industrial land in the Western State Significant 
Industrial Precinct. The WIFP will create 28,000 
ongoing jobs in the City of Melton alone, 
with flow-on job creation in the surrounding 
municipalities of Brimbank, Wyndham and 
Hobsons Bay.

The construction of the WIFP is integral to the 
freight industry given its close proximity to 50% 
of freight rail customers, Port of Melbourne, 
Melbourne, Avalon and Essendon Airports and 
major national and regional road networks. 

Building the WIFP will reduce congestion, increase 
productivity and efficiencies for freight transport, 
and create a supply chain and logistics precinct of 
national significance.

There are significant competitive advantages 
to investing in the WIFP as a priority, including 
existing industry demand, freight demand, and 
the opportunity to harness a large and diverse 
workforce, with the local population set to increase 
to 1,000,000 people across Wyndham and Melton 
by 2051. Additionally, and importantly, the WIFP will 
be in close proximity to the largest State Significant 
Industrial Precinct, providing access to major land 
supply beyond 2040, across four local government 
areas. 

Through investment in the WIFP and surrounding 
road transport infrastructure, opportunities for 

commercial investment into supply chain and 
logistics will be unlocked to drive significant  
jobs growth.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• The WIFP can provide freight rail capacity 
for double-stacked 1800 metre freight trains 
not available elsewhere in Victoria, increasing 
productivity and efficiency, while providing 
the Victorian connection to complete the 
Commonwealth Inland Rail Project. 

• Significantly improved freight access in 
Melbourne’s west.

• Reduced congestion, and increased productivity 
and efficiencies for freight transport. 

• Once the WIFP and OMR are delivered, a 
significant acceleration in employment growth 
and absorption of industrial land is expected, as 
the productivity of freight networks improves.

• The WIFP will be a catalyst for commercial 
investment into the surrounding State 
Significant Industrial Precinct, creating 28,000 
ongoing jobs.

KEY STATISTICS

• Access to up to 1,700 hectares of existing 
zoned industrial land and 1,200 hectares of 
future zoned industrial land.

• Melton and Wyndham population set to 
increase to 1,000,000 people by 2050.

• Proximity to 50% of the freight rail customers.

• The west is the origin and destination for 
around a quarter of all container transport, and 
Truganina is in close proximity to around 50% 
of the existing interstate rail freight customers, 
ideally placing the WIFP as the key node for 
Port-related activity.

FUNDING PROPOSAL

Melton City Council calls on the Victorian Government to invest in the Western Intermodal 
Freight Precinct (WIFP), a transformational project that will deliver significant jobs, investment 
and supporting infrastructure to Melbourne’s fast-growing outer west. The WIFP will act as a 
catalyst for the development of the Western State Significant Industrial Precinct.
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JOBS AND INVESTMENT ATTRACTION
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Outer Metropolitan Ring (OMR)

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

The Outer Metropolitan Ring (together with 
the E6 Transport Corridor) is a 100 kilometre 
long high-speed transport link that will provide 
for a road and rail corridor connection from 
Inland Rail to residential growth areas, including 
those in Melton. Construction of the OMR will 
also provide access to significant employment 
precincts across the north and west of 
Melbourne and create a major connection from 
the Hume Freeway to Avalon Airport, enabling 
game-changing commercial investment.

Additionally, the OMR is critical to connecting the 
Western Intermodal Freight Precinct (WIFP) with 
key freight transport hubs such as Melbourne 
Airport, Avalon Airport, the Port of Geelong 
and regional centres, as well as completing 
the Melbourne component of Commonwealth 
Inland Rail.

The OMR will accelerate a number of Precinct 
Structure Plans, in particular those which 
accommodate activity centres or deliver existing 
or future industrial precincts, and State Significant 
Industrial Precincts. These include: 

• Derrimut Fields
• Chartwell East
• Mt Atkinson and Tarneit Plains
• Robinsons Road Employment Area South

• Plumpton
• Warrensbrook
• Warrawee

Bringing forward the OMR will create a range of 
high-value employment opportunities in sectors 
such as manufacturing, supply chain and logistics, 
and professional / technical services, in the outer 
west.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• Significant new employment opportunities 
in the north and west of Melbourne, as new 
commercial precincts attract investment.

• Connection between the growth residential 
areas in the north and west of Melbourne, with 
the rail component reducing road traffic. This 
connection will provide access to jobs without 
the need to travel into the CBD. 

KEY STATISTICS

• A 100 kilometre long high-speed transport link 
from the Commonwealth Inland Rail through 
to major employment precincts in Hume, 
Melton, Wyndham, Avalon and Geelong.

FUNDING PROPOSAL

Melton City Council asks the Australian and Victorian Governments to progress the land acquisition 
required for the OMR corridor and fund the construction of the OMR.



Melton Hospital & Cobblebank  Metropolitan Activity Centre

JOBS AND INVESTMENT ATTRACTION

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

The Melton Hospital will trigger significant jobs 
growth, not just locally, but across the broader 
region. The hospital will be a catalyst for a health 
precinct of State significance, which will include 
a private hospital and other health services, 
caring for thousands of Victorians. 

Research undertaken by the West of Melbourne 
Economic Development Alliance (WoMEDA)
projects that Melton Hospital will create 375 jobs 
during construction and 3825 ongoing jobs; 
adding $300 million to the local economy.

Planning for the new Melton Hospital within the 
Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre is now 
underway. Cobblebank is already served by a 
train station and the Western BACE (Business 
Accelerator Centre for Excellence) with a retail 
centre and sporting precinct currently under 
construction. It is expected that the Cobblebank 
Metropolitan Activity Centre will include a justice 
precinct, university campus, TAFE, civic buildings, 
and commercial office space. The Centre will 
ultimately support 22,000 new ongoing jobs.

Melton Hospital will provide residents with 
access to new employment opportunities in the 
health and allied services sectors. In the longer 
term, our young people will have new and varied 
opportunities to learn and work close to home. 

Building a public hospital in Melton will improve 
health outcomes and quality of life for one 
of Australia’s fastest-growing municipalities 
and reduce pressure on hospitals in Sunshine, 
Footscray, Werribee and Bacchus Marsh. 

The Hospital will be a trigger for local jobs and 
investment and a catalyst for a major health 
precinct which offers both public and private 
hospital services. The addition of private health 
services will create a major employment hub for 
the outer west and into the Ballarat region.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• Work will be closer to home for residents, 
creating positive health and wellbeing impacts.

• Building a 24-hour cutting-edge public 
hospital managed by Western Health will 
improve health outcomes and quality of 
life for one of Australia’s fastest-growing 
municipalities and Melbourne’s west. The 
Melton Hospital will be a catalyst for a major 
health precinct offering public and private 
hospital services and critical and accessible 
jobs for the region’s diverse workforce.

KEY STATISTICS

• Melton Hospital will create 375 jobs during 
construction and 3825 ongoing jobs, adding 
$300 million to the local economy. The 
resulting investment in Cobblebank will create 
a further 22,000 jobs.

• Demand for services at Sunshine and 
Footscray Hospitals continues to grow and will 
be at capacity by 2028.

• The ‘Build Melton Hospital’ campaign secured 
over 21,000 signatures. Research undertaken 
by Evaluate in 2018 identified:

 - An increase in population to 500,000 by 
2051 with a notional surgical demand for 
Melton in 2031 being 9,675 patients.

 - Travel times from the municipality to access 
public hospital services in Sunshine, Footscray 
and Ballarat exceed the long-accepted 
30-minute general standard for ‘access to 
hospital’ for an average person.

FUNDING PROPOSAL

Melton City Council seeks a commitment for construction of Melton Hospital to be included in the
2021/2022 State Government Budget.

• Complete the land acquisition in 2021 as per 2020/2021 Victorian State budget allocation.

• Commence construction by 2022.

• Hospital operational by 2026.
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North West Melbourne City Deal

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

The north west of Melbourne is one of the 
fastest growing regions in Australia, with the 
population increasing at a rate far exceeding jobs 
growth. The NWMCD is critical in connecting 
the major employment precincts across the 
region, building connectivity within and beyond 
the region, and improving economic growth, 
liveability, health and wellbeing.

The NWMCD is a strategic approach between 13 
councils, key regional economic development 
organisations and universities to work with the 
Federal and State Governments to deliver long-
term economic prosperity.

With Melton’s population set to triple to 500,000 
over the next 30 years, Melton City Council 
endorses the NWMCD as a major blueprint for 
generating investment to drive an economy of 
regional, state and national significance. 

Post COVID-19 economic stimulation is critical 
and the delivery of the projects proposed 
through the NWMCD will create jobs and attract 
investment that will ensure generational benefit. 

Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre is 
identified as one of the key priority precincts in 
the NWMCD, and Melton projects included are:

• Western Intermodal Freight Precinct (WIFP)

• Melton Hospital

• Outer Metropolitan Ring Road (OMR) 

• Western Rail Plan 

• Western Highway Upgrade.  

These are game-changing projects delivering 
long-term employment opportunities and driving 
long-term economic prosperity to the region.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• The Melton projects included in the North 
West City Deal are a game changer for the 
outer north and west which will have a 
major impact on long-term job creation and 
investment in the region.

• These projects are located in State Significant 
Employment Precincts. They have the 
potential to create over 50,000 direct jobs 
in the Melton municipality, long term. This 
is in addition to construction jobs, indirect 
jobs, and additional job creation throughout 
the region. Any negotiated North and West 
Melbourne City Deal must include these 
transformational projects.

KEY STATISTICS

• 980,000+ new residents expected by 2036 in 
north and west Melbourne.

• 50% population growth in the north and west 
over that time.

• Melton Council population to increase to 
500,000 by 2051. 70% of all employees leave 
the municipality for work. 

• The ABS 2019 Estimated Residential 
Population (ERPs) states that the City of 
Melton has grown (changed) by 8,177 people 
(or 5.2%). The components of population 
change were: 
 - Natural increase of 1,985 (around 24%).
 - Internal migration of 4,849 (around 58%).
 - Overseas migration 1,343 (around 18%).

• .id forecast indicates that strong migration gain 
to the City of Melton is expected to continue 
throughout the 2016-2051 period.

FUNDING PROPOSAL

A North West Melbourne City Deal (NWMCD) needs to provide long-term employment opportunities 
and so must include Melton projects, the WIFP, OMR, Melton Hospital, the Western Highway and 
Western Rail. These transformational projects are vital in providing significant long-term jobs, increasing 
productivity and attracting commercial investment to the north west of Melbourne. 



FUNDING PROPOSAL

Melton City Council calls on the State and Federal Governments to deliver TAFE and tertiary 
education within the City of Melton, including:

• Funding of capital works for a tertiary learning centre for both TAFE and tertiary education.

• Funding TAFE to deliver programs for the future employment needs, as well as early 
childhood, aged care and education support to fill existing skills gaps.

Skills and Training

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

People living within the City of Melton have no 
local access to tertiary education and vocational 
learning.

Both the Federal and State Governments have 
identified vocational education and training 
as key drivers for boosting the economy and 
employment. Yet these programs are not 
available within the City of Melton, and young 
people experience significant barriers to 
accessing opportunities in other areas.

There is a strong correlation between career 
success and education and training. The majority 
of the jobs growth projected for our municipality 
will require post-secondary qualifications 
including VET, university or TAFE. 

In the next eight years, the number of 15-19 year 
olds living within the City of Melton will increase 
from 10,685 to 19,152. That’s an increase of 
79%. By 2051, this will increase further to 34,881. 
Since the closure of the Victoria University’s (VU) 
Melton campus in 2010, there has not been 
any tertiary presence within the city, creating 
significant barriers to skills acquisition and 
training.

Tertiary education has experienced a level of shift 
to online learning and micro-credentialing, and 
a  model for a new university may encompass a 
mix of online and classroom, self-directed and 
experiential learning.

In addition, there needs to be campus life 
experience and recognition of prior learning 
offered as part of an equitable path to gaining 
qualifications. In particular the process for 
equalisation of international qualifications for our 
skilled migrants would be beneficial.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• In removing the biggest barrier to further 
education, which is lack of access, localised 
delivery of TAFE and tertiary education will 
positively impact students that are otherwise 
prone to disengagement.

• Youth engagement is critical for the outer 
metro areas and a skills and training pathway 
will support future aspirations of employment 
and participation.

KEY STATISTICS

• The March 2019 ABS Census of Population 
and Housing revealed the unemployment 
rate for all Melton residents to be 6.7%. In 
comparison, the unemployment rate for 
young people in Melton aged 15 to 24 years 
was 17.1%. 

• Since COVID-19, JobSeeker figures in Melton 
have risen to 11,493 in November 2020. Thats 
a 102.5% increase from March 2020.

• 28% of Melton youth left school before year 
10, compared to 23% in the whole of Victoria.

• In the next eight years the number of 15-19 
year olds living within the City of Melton will 
increase from 10,685 to 19,152. That’s an 
increase of 79%. By 2051, this will increase 
further to 34,881.

JOBS AND INVESTMENT ATTRACTION
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Health and 
Wellbeing
Accessibility and equity  
in localised provision of  
services, securing positive 
health outcomes for residents.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Allied Health and Human Services

FUNDING PROPOSAL

• Invest in affordable and accessible integrated accommodation for localised provision of allied 
health and human services.

• Review and extend service funding models to deliver services locally to reduce unacceptable waiting lists.
• Invest in culturally safe spaces and services for our increasingly diverse community.
• Fund and support local training opportunities required to meet significant skills gaps.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Along with the need for acute medical services 
comes the requirement for a strong network of 
complementary allied health and human services.

The growth corridors of outer Melbourne, 
including Melton, are notable for lower standards 
of health than the rest of Victoria.

The City of Melton ranks lower than inner-city 
areas across a range of health and wellbeing 
indicators, including many suburbs with higher 
than average levels of disadvantage.

Within the City of Melton 74.3% of residents 
are considered either overweight or obese, 
the highest rate in the state. More than 30% of 
children aged between two and 17 years are 
overweight or obese.

Residents are physically inactive and have a low 
fruit and vegetable intake. Almost half (46.5%) 
experience at least one chronic disease including 
diabetes or heart disease. They also experience 
higher levels of stress and social isolation 
compared with the Victorian and north western 
Melbourne averages, along with greater rates of 
hypertension and daily smoking.

There are recognised existing gaps in GP and 
specialist medical care, after hours medical care, 
public dental care, mental health services, family 
violence services, disability and early intervention 
services and culturally specific services for our 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and other 
culturally diverse communities.

Many health and human services programs 
catering to outer western Melbourne, including 
the City of Melton, are delivered in Brimbank, a 
neighbouring municipality, and are difficult to 
access.

The City of Melton, however, is four times the 
size of Brimbank and by 2041 will be home to 
70% more people.

Service providers express difficulties in providing 
services in the City of Melton. Lack of affordable 
co-located accommodation in central locations 
is a major barrier. Qualified staff attraction and 
retention, funding models which don’t allow for 
travel, and insufficient funding are all barriers to 
the delivery of services in the City of Melton.

With significant growth, chronic health issues 
and gaps in localised service provision, the City 
of Melton seeks a commitment from the State 
Government to invest in health and human 
service provision required to meet the needs of 
the existing and growing community. 

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• Localised provision of health and human services 
will make services accessible and equitable to all.

• Fill existing gaps in service delivery. 

• Train local to provide employment opportunities 
in the health and human services industry.

KEY STATISTICS

• 74.3% of Melton residents are overweight or 
obese, the highest rate in the state. More than 
30% of children aged between two and 17 
years are overweight or obese.

• Almost half (46.5%) experience at least  
one chronic disease including diabetes or 
heart disease.

• There are considerable gaps in the provision 
of social services regionally including 
accommodation for support services, 
mental health services, prevention programs 
for chronic physical health, maternal and 
child health nurses, and a high demand 
for treatment for meth-amphetamines and 
amphetamines.
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Prevention of Family Violence 

FUNDING PROPOSAL

• Melton City Council calls on the State Government to fund localised prevention programs and 
response services in the City of Melton.

• Locate the new Melton/Brimbank Orange Door facility within the City of Melton to address a critical 
gap in local and accessible family violence support. 

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

There is no specialist family violence service 
located in the City of Melton. Residents are 
significantly disadvantaged by a lack of localised 
family violence programs and services, creating 
barriers to vulnerable members of the community.

The City of Melton has the fourth highest rate of 
family violence in metropolitan Melbourne at a rate 
of 1,329 per 100,000 in 2017-2018, and continuing 
to increase with 2647 total family incidents 
recorded in March 2020. This equated to a rate of 
1539 per 100,000. COVID-19 has critically impacted 
family violence figures in the City of Melton, with 
an increase of 39.8% in the period of April to June 
2020, over the same time the previous year.

Violence against women and their children is 
a prevalent and serious abuse of human rights. 
Providing support and preventing such violence 
is a matter of national, state and local urgency. 

Violence in intimate relationships is responsible 
for more ill-health and premature death in 
women aged 18-44 years than any other risk 
factor including high blood pressure, smoking, 
alcohol use or obesity.

The demand of population growth presents an 
urgent need for localised and accessible services, 
in addition to sustainable and entrenched 
prevention activities.

There is an urgent need for an Orange Door 
to provide a whole-of-service approach for 
intervention and response to family violence in 
the City of Melton.

It is critical for vulnerable families, women and 
children who are experiencing, or at risk of 
experiencing family violence, to access vital 
specialist police and government services 
in accessible locations. Residents in Melton 
experience considerable barriers to accessibility 
of services including limited and infrequent 

public transport, vehicle access and lack of 
connection between services.

Council has identified a number of suitable 
locations for an Orange Door in the City of 
Melton. The properties are accessible to the local 
community and are in close proximity to public 
transport, shops, schools and other government 
and community services.

Council has committed to a 12-year vision for 
creating an equitable, safe and respectful community 
through our Equality and Respect 2030 strategy.

We call for the State Government to continue its 
investment into the Safe and Strong Strategy and 
Free from Violence Action Plan, to enable local
government to deliver ongoing  prevention 
programs which embed social change for 
gender equity in the spaces where City of Melton 
residents live, work, play and learn.

The provision of local services to respond to and 
prevent family violence, is a critical priority for the 
City of Melton.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• Improved access to much-needed family 
violence prevention and support services for 
those in need.

KEY STATISTICS

• The fourth highest rate of family violence in 
metro Melbourne.

• Second highest child protection rate in north 
west Melbourne.

• 50% of women who experience violence have 
children in their care.

• 39.8% increase in family violence incidents. 
between April - June 2020 over the previous year.



HEALTH AND WELLBEING
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Sport and Recreation 

FUNDING PROPOSAL

Inject funding to bridge gaps in critical infrastructure and vital sport and recreational facilities. 
Melton City Council is seeking funding for key sporting and recreational facilities in the 
community, including stage two of the Bridge Road Recreation Reserve, home to the regional 
hockey stadium, and stage three of the MacPherson Regional Park Redevelopment.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Melton City Council calls on the State and 
Federal Governments to provide additional 
funding opportunities for recreation and leisure 
facilities, including aquatic facilities, indoor 
sport stadiums, and multi-use community 
facilities, including spaces for young people. 
Current funding is not adequate to support 
the infrastructure required to service increased 
participation rates.

Around 74.3% of City of Melton residents are 
considered overweight or obese - the highest 
rate in Victoria, and as a community we 
experience high levels of childhood obesity. 
Insufficient exercise is one risk factor that relates 
to the development of chronic health conditions.

Health outcomes in the City of Melton indicate 
that the percentage of residents who report 
Type 2 diabetes is significantly higher than 
the Victorian average. The percentage of 
residents reporting a high/very high degree of 
psychological distress is 15.5%. This is higher than 
the Victorian average of 11.4%. Our residents also 
have poorer levels of physical activity than the 
Victorian average.

By providing greater participation opportunities, 
we will create healthier lifestyles and increase 

social connectivity opportunities.

Sport and recreation is a clear deliverable of 
the Growing Suburbs Fund, to contribute to 
healthier, more resilient and liveable communities 
by ensuring the best possible outcomes for our 
community.

With major growth in the City of Melton, 
significant investment into increasing participation 
and activity is required for a health, wellbeing and 
liveability.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• Increased participation rates, delivering 
wellbeing and liveability for Melton residents.

KEY STATISTICS

• 74.3% of City of Melton residents are 
considered overweight or obese - the highest 
rate in Victoria.

• 24.9% of children use electronic media more 
than two hours per day in Melton.

• 24% of residents are not engaged in any  
physical activity. 

• City of Melton residents record lower levels 
of physical activity than the Victorian average 
(27.2% and 29.4% respectively).

GROWING SUBURBS FUND 

Melton City Council is also seeking future funding certainty for the Growing Suburbs Fund 
beyond 2021, to deliver key infrastructure in a timely way. Since its introduction in 2015, Melton 
City Council has received $31.65 million to co-fund 28 critical community infrastructure projects, 
valued at $96 million, including community centres, parks, playgrounds, recreation and leisure 
facilities and botanic trails. The Growing Suburbs Fund enables these projects to be delivered 
earlier than planned. Without continued funding, there will be considerable funding gaps for 
critical community infrastructure.



State-of-the-art 
education for children to 
reach their full potential.

Education

EDUCATION

15   City of Melton State Budget Submission 2021-22



EDUCATION

Early Childhood Education

FUNDING PROPOSAL

In the 2019/2020 State Budget an announcement was made to fund five hours of three-year-old 
kinder, increasing to 15 hours by 2029. Council requires funding for new, and upgrades to existing 
community children’s centres to accommodate demands for three-year-old kinder, projected to 
require an additional 50 rooms by 2029.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Without ongoing universal access funding, Melton 
children are at risk of poorer learning outcomes or 
parents may incur unsustainable fee increases.

Melton City Council welcomes the State 
Government’s commitment to early learning 
through the provision of three-year-old kinder. 
We now seek funding to expand our workforce 
capacity, support service delivery and create 
infrastructure to support an additional 50 rooms 
required by 2029.

There is also an existing skills gap for qualified 
educators in the municipality. The need to 
attract, retain and support a high-quality skilled 
workforce is noted by local service providers.

Each three-year-old kindergarten group requires 
one degree trained teacher and one to two TAFE 
trained educators to maintain high-quality service 
provision across the early years. There is also a 
need for teachers and educators to acquire new 
knowledge and skills to properly support families 
and deal with complex and emerging issues.

Resource issues are particularly significant in 
the City of Melton, where wide cultural diversity, 
significant growth and the vulnerability of many 
residents come into play.

Babaneek Booboop

Driven by key principles of self-determination
and Aboriginal leadership, the Babaneek 
Booboop Early Years Project aims to affect 
positive change for Aboriginal children and 
families in Melton City Council and Moorabool 
Shire Council areas. The project’s theory of 
change includes focusing on enhancing the 
cultural safety and responsiveness of service 
providers, along with the recruitment of skilled 
Aboriginal pathway workers to assist in service 

navigation and act as a bridge between families 
and service providers.

We ask that the project receives recurrent funding 
to continue early years operation in the Melton 
and Moorabool municipalities to assist Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander families to access 
education and health services for children aged 
0-8 years. This project needs ongoing funding 
beyond 2021.

The evaluation of the Koolin Balit Early Years
projects demonstrates a consistent increase in
the number of families engaged with these 
projects since they commenced operation in 
2017.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• An equitable early years education program 
that provides a bright start for every child.

KEY STATISTICS

2019: 3,011 three-year-old kinder students. 
 2,946 four-year-old kinder students.
2029:  4,451 three-year-old kinder students.
 4,522 four-year-old kinder students.

• 20% of children do not attend kinder because 
of cost.

• By 2029 it is projected that an additional 50 
kinder rooms required.
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Primary, Secondary and Specialist Schools

FUNDING PROPOSAL

Design and Construction 
• Rockbank Murray Road (Thornhill Park) Primary School (open 2023)

Land Acquisition
• Tarneit Plains Primary School (open 2024) 
• Rockbank Toolern Road Primary School (open 2024)
• Toolern Waters Primary (2025) • Plumpton West (2025) • Brookfield Primary School (2025)

Secondary Schools
• Aintree (Rockbank North) (Land Acquisition and Design)  (open 2024)
• Cobblebank (Land Acquisition and Design) (open 2025)

Specialist School
• A new specialist school in the Eastern Corridor

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

It is no secret that a good education has the 
power to change a life. It shapes us not only as 
individuals, but is important for the social and 
economic development of every community, 
and country.

As a fast-growing community, securing quality 
primary and secondary education opportunities 
for our residents is paramount. Melton City 
Council acknowledges the significant investment 
in education the State Government has made 
within our community, and seeks assurances 
that this investment will continue, so that our 
residents have every opportunity to grow and 
excel in all they do.

In 2019, the City of Melton was home to 20,399 
primary school children. Population growth 
estimates show that by 2024, this figure will 
rise to 25,599 and to over 31,029 in 2029 - an 
increase of 10,630 more primary school children 
across the municipality in just 10 years.

Planning for the delivery of additional secondary 
schools is also critical with an additional 10,170 
of secondary students by 2029 requiring an 
additional eight secondary schools.

Many schools in the City of Melton are 
exceeding capacity. We work closely with the 
Department of Education and Training and 
the Victorian School Building Authority in the 
identification of potential future school sites and 
call on the State Government to continue to 
invest in education. 

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• Education provision that meets the demand of 
a growing and diverse community

• An equal start in life through quality education 
and the provision of schools in a timely 
manner, giving our young residents access 
to education close to home for social, 
community and health benefits.

KEY STATISTICS

2019

• 20,399 Primary students
• 14,388 Secondary students
• 278 Students with disabilities

2024

• 25,599 Primary students
• 19,686 Secondary students
• 403 Students with disabilities

2029

• 31,029 Primary students
• 24,558 Secondary students
• 542 Students with disabilities

2029

• 26 Primary schools required
• 8 Secondary schools required 
• 2 Specialist schools required



English Language School

FUNDING PROPOSAL

Melton City Council seeks a commitment from the Victorian State Government to locate 
an English Language School in Melton.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

It is recommended that the Western English 
Language School (WELS) establishes a campus 
by co-locating with a mainstream school within 
the Melton Local Government Area.

WELS currently has campuses co-located at 
mainstream schools in Maribyrnong, Brimbank, 
Hobsons Bay and Wyndham.

Council estimates that there are currently 
between 80-100 newly-arrived school-aged 
children and young people in the municipality 
attending mainstream local schools. For a range 
of reasons, the scope and quality of English 
as an Additional Language (EAL) teaching in 
mainstream schools varies. Mainstream school 
class sizes have double the number of students 
(26) of specialist EAL schools classes (13). The 
diverse needs of the student body means that 
schools juggle competing priorities and are less 
likely to invest in teachers’ ongoing professional 
development in meeting the needs of new 
refugee and migrant cohorts. Schools may not 
have EAL trained teachers exclusively devoted 
to the provision of quality EAL instruction to 
students across their subjects. This is particularly 
inadequate for students who have arrived in 
Australia on humanitarian grounds with little, no, 
or disrupted schooling.

The specialist EAL school for children and young 
people in the Western Metropolitan region is 
the Western English Language School (WELS). 
City of Melton schools have reported that a 
large percentage of students who were entitled 
to receive 6-12 months of intensive English 
language instruction through WELS, did not enrol 
there due to the three-hour public transport 
round-trip journey to and from the Braybrook 
campus. This difficulty is compounded by new 
arrivals being unfamiliar with the Victorian public 
transport system and parental/guardian fears of 

sending children to commute to school alone.  

Local schools also report that many newly-arrived 
young people who go straight to mainstream 
schools do not have a sufficient foundation in 
English to complete the Victorian Certificate of 
Education. These students either opt for Victorian 
Certificate of Applied Learning or disengage 
completely from education. This is in contrast 
to the small proportion of students who attend 
mainstream school after studying at WELS. 
Schools report that these students have a higher 
rate of academic success and Victorian Certificate 
of Education completion. 

The current situation in the Melton local 
government area for newly-arrived families 
compounds their settlement issues. The lack 
of access to a local education provider where 
students can receive a foundational grasp of the 
English language severely curtails their future life 
and employment opportunities. 

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• Localised provision of English as an Additional 
Language (EAL) teaching will provide equity 
in opportunity for learning and employment 
outcomes.

KEY STATISTICS

• Estimated existing 80-100 students requiring 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
classes. No existing facility available locally.

• Children at a greater disadvantage in 
education because of a lack of English 
language facilities.
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Infrastructure and 
Transport Services
An upgraded, safer road network and public transport 
system to increase productivity and reduce congestion.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORT SERVICES
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORT SERVICES

Public Transport

FUNDING PROPOSAL

Rail
• Commitment to implement the Western Rail Plan including electrification of Melton Line, and 

duplication and separation of the Ballarat Line by 2025.
• Acquisition of the land for the new stations at Hopkins Road and Paynes Road
• Sunbury Line upgrade Stage II to include a new station at Calder Park.

Buses
• Efficient bus routes providing better accessibility. 
• Review of routes to deliver more frequent, direct and time-saving routes with zero additional 

investment.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Rail

The Western Rail Plan is a significant State 
Government initiative that will provide a sleek 
and efficient public transport network to service 
Melbourne’s fast growing west. 

Melton City Council is calling for the 
implementation of the Western Rail Plan through 
the electrification of the Melton Line and 
increased frequency of services. Lack of quality 
public transport access, poor linkages to local 
employment areas and the need to travel outside 
the municipality for work, education and health 
services, results in a high car dependency and 
congested roads. 

Currently around three-quarters of workers travel 
outside the municipality for work, with over 16% 
working in the CBD.

The Western Rail Plan will also unlock 
commercial investment attraction into the new 
employment precincts at the Western State 
Significant Industrial Precinct and Cobblebank 
Metropolitan Activity Centre.  Public transport 
accessibility is critical to securing investment 
into jobs and we request two additional stations 
to deliver people from the region to significant 
employment precincts within Melton. 

The call for an additional station at Calder Park 
is to meet the existing needs on the eastern 
corridor and the new growth suburbs, including 
Plumpton and Fraser Rise.  Watergardens Station 
is already at capacity, with concerns for parking 
and accessibility. A new station at Calder Park 
(supported by Brimbank Council) will reduce 

congestion at Watergardens Station and increase 
efficiencies for residents in the eastern corridor of 
the City of Melton.

Bus

Melton City Council has undertaken a review of 
existing bus routes with a view to delivering direct, 
frequent buses and reaching unserviced areas 
without increased costs for the Department. 

Council will partner with the Department 
to deliver a bus service aligned to the Plan 
Melbourne objective of reaching residents within 
400 metres of their home.

Increased bus usage is the objective of the review, 
which requires a strategic partnership between 
the Department and Council.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• Investment will provide a frequent and 
efficient public transport system that connects 
Melton residents to employment, health 
services, recreation and education.

• Electrification will provide metro services 
for westbound commuters travelling to key 
employment precincts: Dexus Estate, Mt 
Atkinson and Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity 
Centre.

• Public Transport upgrades in line with 
residential growth entrenches behaviour 
towards utilising public transport before cars. 
This reduces congestions and increases 
productivity.

City of Melton State Budget Submission 2021-22   20



INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORT SERVICES
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KEY STATISTICS

Melton Rail Corridor

• New residential estates are being constructed 
in six new suburbs that are directly aligned to 
the rail line, which will see the construction 
of 65,900 new dwellings, and be home to 
an estimated 183,500 residents within the 
catchment of the railway line to Melton.

• By 2051, suburbs within the catchment of the 
Melton railway line are projected to house 
over 370,000 people, placing additional stress 
on already congested highways and existing 
rail services.

• The electrification of the railway line to 
Melton, before the projected influx of 
residents, will reduce congestion on the road 
and public transport systems.

Sunbury Rail Corridor

• By 2051, suburbs within the catchment of the 
Sunbury railway line are projected to house over 
95,000 residents, placing additional stress on 
already congested highways and existing rail 
services. For this reason, the construction of an 
additional station at Calder Park on the Sunbury 
line is needed now, before the projected influx 
of residents, to reduce pressure at Watergardens 
Station and reduce road congestion.



INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORT SERVICES
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Roads

FUNDING PROPOSAL

• Melton City Council seeks funding for a Western Outer Roads Package II, which includes Taylors Road, 
Hopkins Road, Palmers Road to Calder Park Drive, Christies Road and Calder Park interchange.

• Melton Highway upgrade with Leakes Road as a priority.

• Funding is also required to begin planning for the duplication of the western section of Melton 
Highway (between Leakes Road and Ryans Lane).

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Roads within the municipality have missed out 
on critical infrastructure spending leading to 
major safety concerns and congestion.

The Victorian arterial road network is a critical 
infrastructure link that facilitates the efficient 
movement of people and goods across the City 
of Melton, while providing access to Melbourne’s 
CBD, surrounds, and adjoining regional areas.

Melton Highway

A business case for the duplication of the 
Melton Highway between Leakes Road and The 
Regency, has been prepared by VicRoads. The 
section (between Ryans Lane and The Regency) 
of Melton Highway is currently characterised 
by rural standard carriageway with unsealed 
shoulders, open drains and non-existent 
pedestrian facilities. The road is not suitable 
for high-volumes of traffic and development 
currently occurring in the Plumpton Precinct 
Structure Plan will worsen this issue, as will the 
ultimate development of the Warrensbrook and 
Melton East Precinct Structure Plan areas.

The intersection of Melton Highway and Leakes 
Road requires funding to construct the staged 
duplication of Melton Highway and urgently 
address safety concerns. The intersection 
consistently ranks as one of the most dangerous 
in the municipality and Council requests 
that signals be constructed to control traffic 
movement as a matter of urgency.

In the five years from 2013 to 2018, there have 
been 38 accidents including 14 serious crashes 
and 54 people injured. 

Palmers Road Corridor (Robinsons Road,
Westwood Drive & Calder Park Drive) 
Truganina

The Palmers Road corridor connects the Calder 
Freeway, the Western Highway and the Princes 
Freeway. Declaring the road corridor as a 
State arterial road is a matter of priority due to 
its strategic importance. Full duplication and 
intersection upgrades are also required.

Hopkins Road, Truganina

Hopkins Road is a major arterial road within the 
growth areas of Melton and Wyndham. Currently 
the road is in a single carriageway, rural road 
standard that is not designed for massive influx 
in traffic due to rapid urban development in both 
the municipalities. Hopkins Road is a critical north 
south connector for the west providing access to 
employment precincts and eventually connecting 
the Calder Freeway to the Princes Freeway, 
providing access to the regional centers of 
Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo. Hopkins Road is in 
immediate need for urbanisation and duplication 
including signalisation of key uncontrolled 
intersections to address road serious safety issues 
and congestion.

Taylors Road, West Of Kings Road—Gourlay 
Road, Taylors Hill

Declaring Taylors Road as a State arterial road 
by VicRoads is a matter of priority due to its 
traffic volume (25,000 vpd). Full duplication of 
the corridor and intersection upgrades are also 
required.



INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORT SERVICES
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Calder Park Drive Interchange, Hillside

A business case for the removal of the at-grade 
intersection with the Calder Freeway has been 
prepared by the State, and now funding is 
requested to construct the interchange. This will 
also require duplication of Calder Park Drive and 
removal of the level crossing on the Sunbury Line.

Christies Road, Caroline Springs

Christies Road forms part of a key north - south 
corridor within Melton City Council providing 
access to the Western Freeway as well as Caroline 
Springs Train Station. Christies Road/Caroline 
Springs Boulevard is a duplicated 4 lane road 
north of Ballarat Road. However, section of 
Christies Road south of Ballarat Road is a single 
carriageway and act as a major bottleneck for 
commuters accessing the Western Freeway and 
Caroline Springs Station. During peak hours, 
this section causes major delays and significant 
queues on the freeway for private vehicles as 
well as Buses causing serious safety concerns. 
Duplication of Christies Road between Caroline 
Springs Station and Ballarat Road is immediately 
required.

Rockbank Middle Road, Caroline Springs

The proposed Rockbank Middle Road extension 
would provide a key east-west link between the 
City of Brimbank and the City of Melton and 
would help reduce congestion on Ballarat and 
Taylors Roads. We request the State Government 

set aside a road reserve in the land it still holds for 
the proposed Rockbank Middle Road and build a 
bridge to connect to Brimbank municipality.

Leakes Road, Rockbank

As the Rockbank PSP develops, Leakes Road is 
planned to be truncated at the Ballarat Rail Line 
and a new arterial road (named Rockbank Road) 
will be constructed from the Western Highway, 
to the west of the future Rockbank town centre. 
Funding is requested to plan and deliver the 
Rockbank Road overpass (across the Ballarat Rail 
Line) as part of the Melton Railway Electrification 
project, allowing for the construction of an 
important arterial road connection.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• An upgraded, safer road network to increase 
productivity and reduce congestion.

• Road upgrades in line with development and 
public transport initiatives will entrench good 
behaviour early as people relocate to their 
new homes.

KEY STATISTICS

• Morning peak congestion: 
72km in 2016 / 279km in 2031



Western Highway

FUNDING PROPOSAL

• Council seeks a commitment from the State and Federal Governments to fund an upgrade to the 
Western Highway.

• Upgrade the intersection of Bulmans Road to a full-diamond interchange. 

• Upgrade to urban freeway standard by removing direct property accesses (including Caravan Park), 
bus stops and central median breaks.

• Plan capacity improvements within the corridor to reduce congestion.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

The Western Highway is a critical arterial road link 
that functions as an important economic driver at a 
metropolitan, state and national level.

The Western Highway corridor within the City of 
Melton is also characterised by aged and rural-
standard freeway infrastructure, including direct 
property access, and at-grade interchanges.

The section of the Western Highway located 
within the City of Melton suffers from significant 
levels of congestion during the peak periods, and 
is labouring under ageing infrastructure.

Planning approval for six additional suburbs 
directly adjacent to the Western Highway will see 
the construction of 65,900 new dwellings, and 
an estimated 183,500 residents, all of whom will 
require access to the highway.

Additional lanes and upgraded interchanges 
are needed to support the booming growth 
in population and maintain efficient freight 
movements in and out of Melbourne.

Without essential upgrades, traffic modelling 
indicates that sections of the Western Highway 
will be gridlocked by 2021.

As part of our Upgrade Western Highway 
Awareness Campaign, Melton City Council has 

secured letters of support from: Councils between 
Moorabool and West Wimmera as part of the 
Western Highway Action Committee (WHAC), 
major developers in the City of Melton, and 
LeadWest.

OUTCOMES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

• An upgrade to this critical national transport 
link will improve congestion, increase freight 
efficiencies and improve access for over 
65,900 new homes.

• Delivering the Bulmans Road full-diamond 
interchange will provide residents of Brookfield 
and Melton West with direct access to the 
highway and will alleviate congestion at the 
Coburns Road interchange, as well as High 
Street and Brooklyn Road.

KEY STATISTICS

• 2019: 60,000 vehicles per day. 
 2031: 113,000 vehicles per day. 

• 181 people injured in accidents 2013-2018.

• 10% of traffic is freight transport a critical 
employment industry needing efficiencies 
through lowering congestion.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORT SERVICES
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