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A. INTRODUCTION AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
La Trobe University welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation on Victoria’s Draft 30-Year 
Infrastructure Strategy (the Strategy).   

As Victoria’s only state-wide higher education provider, La Trobe University has a keen interest in monitoring 
the state’s infrastructure priorities whether the focus is on Melbourne’s Northern suburbs (home to our main 
Bundoora campus) or one of the regions where our Albury-Wodonga, Bendigo, Mildura and Shepparton 
campuses are situated.    

Each campus presents its own infrastructure challenges and opportunities but access to improved public 
transport connections is a recurring theme.  We cannot overstate the importance of public transport 
connections (especially more frequent and reliable bus connections) to each of our campuses and the ripple 
effect that would have on expanding access to tertiary education and other essential services.   For the 
Melbourne campus in particular, there is an urgent need for stronger inter-regional bus services at least until 
the completion of the Suburban Rail Loop (SRL), which, for the Melbourne campus, is likely to be at least 30 
years away.  Exacerbating this, is the fact that La Trobe will be the last Victorian-based university campus to 
be connected to heavy rail – which, according to current planning estimates, will be 10 years after all other 
Victorian universities.   

Certainly, another key focus for our Melbourne campus,  is the fulfillment of the University City of the Future 
vision which aims, through new infrastructure, to turn our campus ‘inside out’ and welcome the local 
community onto the new campus as a place to live, learn, work, socialise and stay healthy. This new city in 
Melbourne’s north will include a world-class research and innovation precinct, health and community services, 
new student and residential accommodation, retail and cultural spaces, sport and recreation facilities, and 
improved transport connections. Needless to say, the delivery of this vision is intricately linked to Victoria’s 
infrastructure planning particularly when it comes to transport connections.  The Bundoora campus also 
hosts the La Trobe National Employment and Innovation Cluster (NEIC) and we welcome the Strategy’s focus 
on improving transport links to the NEIC as a priority.    

We believe that the draft Strategy is a comprehensive and robust basis for the planning of Victoria’s 
infrastructure for the next 30 years.  We particularly welcome the focus on regional Victoria and the 
acknowledgement of its complex, unique challenges requiring regional tailormade solutions.  However, in 
focusing almost exclusively on physical infrastructure, the draft strategy neglects to highlight the necessary 
prerequisites, such as workforce planning and locally-delivered education for its successful implementation.  
No one will dispute the need for improved public transport connections and enhanced road and rail 
infrastructure, but does Victoria have the skilled workers and employees to underpin this construction? 
Similarly, with health infrastructure, no matter how many hospitals are built or upgraded, this will not address 
the issue that there are simply not enough clinical placements in the system to enable education providers to 
train an expanded future health workforce, as highlighted by the recently-concluded Macklin review into 
Victoria’s skills system.   

More broadly, this Strategy is an opportunity to outline how the state’s universities can be instrumental in 
delivering the 30 year plan: 

-  In the first instance, universities can play a leading role in the training and the skilling of the 
workforce required to deliver the strategy.  Home to Australia’s largest rural health school, La Trobe 
can play a crucial role in training the regional health workforce.   

- Secondly, universities have research expertise in several policy areas which are relevant to the 
Strategy.  They are hubs for strategic thinking and laboratories for trying different technologies, as 
clearly demonstrated during the landmark 2017 Autonobus Trial at La Trobe University. A number of 
La Trobe’s research centres such as the Centre for Technology Infusion and the Centre for Alcohol 
Policy Research are directly aligned with the Strategy’s key goals and could therefore be tapped for 
further research and policy development.   

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/future-city
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/macklin-review.aspx
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/rural-health-school
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- Finally, universities, and La Trobe in particular, sit on strategic areas of land across the state and are 
ideal locations for innovation precincts and hubs.   

In Section B, we provide responses to a select number of recommendations and discussion questions 
contained in the Strategy and outline the way in which La Trobe can contribute to the further refinement and 
development of this Strategy.  

La Trobe University looks forward to working with Infrastructure Victoria and with the state government to 
enable the implementation of these goals.   

 

B. LA TROBE’S RESPONSE TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS 

 

THEME 1: CONFRONT LONG-TERM CHALLENGES 
 
1.1 Navigate the energy transition 

1. Accelerate the uptake of zero emissions vehicles  

In 2020, La Trobe successfully completed a transition of all its security vehicles to Electrical Vehicles (EV)and 
plans to transition its entire fleet to EVs in the next two years.  Currently there are no federal or state 
incentives for organisations to transition to EVs.  For instance, the Commonwealth Government’s Future Fuels 
Strategy does not offer any significant opportunities for the university.  Further guidance and/or initiatives to 
both in-house and publicly-available charging stations, would be of great assistance to organisations like La 
Trobe and would certainly lead to a faster uptake in the transition to EVs.  In regional Victoria, a more 
extensive network of charging stations would be required to cater for the longer travel distances.   

2. Augment electricity transmission for renewable energy and resilience  

Historically, the nature of energy resilience and stability has given rise to the creation of potential revenue 
streams to improve the business case for investment in battery technology. La Trobe believes there remains 
an opportunity for further research into the value of these revenues streams (such as Frequency Controlled 
Ancillary Services [FCAS] to further drive industry investment into battery technology thus providing local 
stability and resilience opportunities.    

3. Identify and coordinate priority Renewable Energy Zones  

A number of La Trobe’s regional campuses are located in some of the proposed renewable energy zones.  La 
Trobe is committed to achieving Net Zero by 2029 and as a result has made substantial commitments to on-
site renewables generation.  The creation of renewable energy zones, with properly considered incentives and 
infrastructure, would assist in security investment and grid resilience.   Further information about La Trobe’s 
Net Zero commitment and supporting projects can be obtained here.  

4. Require 7-star energy-rated new homes in 2022, increasing towards 8 stars by 2025  

As with other recommendations, this will require a qualified workforce. There could be opportunities for 
linkages with universities, TAFEs and the construction industry.  

5. Mandate a home energy rating disclosure scheme  

Agree 

6. Make Victorian Government buildings more energy efficient  

La Trobe supports the transition to more energy-efficient Government buildings.  We believe there is 
significant opportunity in data analytics, modelling and measurement space to ensure that energy efficient 

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/sustainability/net-zero
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measures are deployed correctly and, more importantly, deliver the desired benefit.  La Trobe would be willing 
to share its lessons learnt from its ongoing transition to Net Zero by 2029. 

7. Reduce peak electricity use with demand management pricing  

La Trobe supports the introduction of demand management pricing to provide grid resilience.  Currently 
“poles and wires” players do not derive any financial benefit from transitioning to demand management 
pricing. 

There is merit in exploring an incentive-based approach to demand management pricing to improve the 
financial payback for those enterprises committed and able to positively impact in such a transition. 

What other action should the Victorian Government take to coordinate priority Renewable Energy Zones? 

The government could extend its current work on solar/wind farm technology to form governance groups that 
address local policy development implementation, while working with agribusiness and other compatible 
industries to ensure best land uses. 

 

1.2 Respond to a changing climate  

9. Specify climate scenarios and carbon value in assessing infrastructure  

Agree 

10. Strategically review climate consequences for infrastructure  

Agree 

11. Consider all water supply sources  

La Trobe supports this recommendation.  It is recommended that water source priorities as well as exclusion 
are identified as early as practically possible.  The identification should take into account the resultant 
environmental impacts of water source typologies [such as energy consumption and waste linked to water 
desalination] as well as the cost of establishment.   

12. Progress integrated water cycle management  

Agree 

13. Improve decision-making for urban water investment  

Agree 

14. Strengthen agricultural water security by modernising irrigation  

La Trobe supports this recommendation.  We recommend that funding decisions should prioritise 
projects/areas with a strong commitment to sustainable agriculture (e.g. water efficient smart crop 
production).  Criteria for these could be developed by CSIRO and university researchers.  Investing in water-
efficient smart crop production would align with several other objectives and themes of the Strategy including 
‘Enhance Market Access’ (4.1) and ‘Unlock Regional Economic Growth Opportunities’.   Needless to say, in 
order to build this capability, an initial investment in research infrastructure would be required.   

Further, there is capability within La Trobe’s Centre for Freshwater Ecosystems (CFE) to support research into 
the colonisation of irrigation channels by plant and fish species and ways to manage the channels to find the 
right balance to maintain biodiversity and irrigation needs. Further information about the CFE’s work and 
research capabilities can be obtained here.  

15. Upgrade Victoria’s emergency water network  

Agree 

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/freshwater-ecosystems
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16. Invest in protecting Victoria’s coasts.  

Agree. A cost/benefit analysis could be carried out (which could engage key economics researchers and the 
industries such as the insurance industry) to establish whether it may be more efficient to retreat from some 
coastal settlements (with possible allocation of compensation funds), rather than continuously investing in 
coastal protection upgrades, emergency management and maintenance, and rehabilitation. 

 

1.3 Embrace technological opportunities  

17. Prepare for increasingly automated vehicle fleets  

La Trobe agrees in principle with this recommendation but remains committed to supporting public transport 
solutions as a priority to ensure adequate access to our campuses for our students and staff. 

From a research perspective, La Trobe University is an authority on the future of automated transit and the 
La Trobe Centre for Technology Infusion has the capability to support any research and policy 
development that is required by Infrastructure Victoria and/or the state government. Through a project of 
national significance commenced in late 2017, La Trobe hosted Victoria’s first automated (and fully 
electric) vehicle trial – a project aimed at addressing gaps in the knowledge and experience required to 
make autonomous vehicles a reality on public roads in Victoria and Australia. Concluded in June 2018, this 
trial succeeded in bringing autonomous vehicles closer to becoming a public reality, while contributing to a 
blueprint for their safe operation all over Australia. The results of the trial, outlining a number of 
recommendations which are relevant to various elements of this Inquiry, are included in Annex 1.  Further 
information on this project can be obtained here. 
 

18. Facilitate integration of public transport with new mobility services  

Agree.  We recommend that Recommendations 17 and 18 should be linked to include community access to 
autonomous vehicles to assist people who do not drive (e.g. senior citizens) with access to transport to 
access various services.  This would also contribute to reducing road trauma especially in regional areas.  
Further information on La Trobe’s recommendations to reduce rural road trauma can be obtained here.   

19. Incorporate personal mobility devices in regulation  

Agree 

20. Transform road network operations for all current and future modes  

La Trobe supports this recommendation. There is significant capability within La Trobe’s Centre for 
Technology Infusion to support this goal.  Further information can be obtained here.  

21. Use innovation to deliver better models of health care  

There is huge potential for this to occur but it will depend on joint funding models that cross the state/federal 
divide. This is particularly the case in primary health care where general practice is federally funded. The 
potential of Nurse Practitioners to lead better models of health care in designated and funded roles is 
enormous.  

 

1.4 Stay connected to global markets  

27. Construct an outer metropolitan road and rail corridor  

LTU agrees in principle with this recommendation. 

 

 

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/technology-infusion/autonobus
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/SCEI/Inquiry_into_the_Increase_in_Victorias_Road_Toll_/Submissions/S69_-_La_Trobe_University_Redacted.pdf
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/technology-infusion
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1.5 Build a circular economy  

28. Facilitate improved recycling infrastructure for priority materials  

LTU agrees in principle with the recommendation. 

29. Strengthen end markets for recycled materials  

LTU agrees in principle with the recommendation. 

30. Address barriers to recycling and reducing waste  

La Trobe agrees with this recommendation.  We would recommend continuous monitoring and evaluation of 
the success of behaviour change programs.  Moreover, such programs should reflect and acknowledge the 
diversity of Victorians, different industries, and also consider the development of models that have unique 
messaging for Victoria’s different regions.  

31. Minimise waste and improve residual waste infrastructure planning  

La Trobe agrees with this recommendation.  It is important to ensure that waste to energy projects minimise 
their downstream impacts (e.g. noise, odours) on sensitive interface areas such as residential areas.   

 

THEME 2: MANAGE URBAN CHANGE 

2.1. Integrate land use and infrastructure planning  

32. Produce public plans for priority infrastructure sectors  

La Trobe agrees in principle with the recommendation. 

33. Publish Victoria’s transport plan  

La Trobe agrees in principle with the recommendation. 

34. Review Victoria’s infrastructure contribution system to cover gaps  

La Trobe agrees in principle with the recommendation, subject to exemptions being available to Universities, 
given their significant provision of community, social and recreational infrastructure. 

 

2.2 Create thriving urban places  

35. Support more homes in priority established places  

La Trobe agrees in principle with the recommendation. 

36. Deliver very low-income housing with inclusionary zoning  

La Trobe agrees in principle with the recommendation. 

37. Develop an interconnected open space network  

Across each of our campuses, La Trobe has adopted a master planning approach enabling the preservation of 
large open and green spaces for the benefit of our students and the broader community.  One key example is 
La Trobe’s Nangak Tamboree project, a bio-diverse waterway which links La Trobe University to the wider 
community and environment in Melbourne’s North West. As part of the University’s Master Plan to transform 
the campus into a University City of the Future, La Trobe has committed to enhancing, protecting and better 
utilising this valuable environmental asset for public benefit. To date, it has been difficult for universities to 
access available funding to manage such environmental infrastructure as outlined in the responses to 
recommendations 38 and 39.  

38. Partner with local governments to fund pedestrian infrastructure  
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La Trobe agrees in principle with this recommendation. La Trobe is working with local government (Darebin 
City and Banyule councils) to develop pedestrian and shared trail links between the campus and external 
hubs. This would connect existing public bike trails along the Darebin Creek to the Polaris town centre.  

39. Transform cycling in Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong  

La Trobe agrees in principle with this recommendation. LTU is investing significant funds in upgrading and 
extending dedicated shared path networks within campuses and to meet external connections. Victorian 
universities are statutory instruments of the State in their own right but they are usually not eligible for state 
funding aimed at managing environmental infrastructure. As significant managers of environmental 
infrastructure, universities should be able apply directly for funding on the same level playing field as local 
governments. Further information about La Trobe’s proposals on the management of environmental 
infrastructure can be obtained here.  

40. Improve walking and cycling 

LTU agrees in principle with this recommendation. LTU is investing significant funds in upgrading and 
extending dedicated shared path networks within campuses and to meet external connections. 

41. Reallocate road space to priority transport modes  

La Trobe agrees in principle with this recommendation. 

42. Redesign tram routes  

La Trobe agrees in principle with this recommendation. 

 

2.3 Steer changes in travel behaviour  

47. Abolish the free tram zone  

The impact of this measure on city-based domestic and international students should be considered.   

54. Price parking at major public transport hubs, all train stations and park-and-rides  

The implications of this recommendation for domestic and international students who are reliant on access to 
public transport should be considered.  Any increase in pricing needs to be commensurate with an uplift in 
service and safety.  

58. Upgrade and rebuild public hospital infrastructure  

La Trobe supports this recommendation and certainly it is important to ensure the delivery of high-quality 
accessible care in regional Victoria at the same level that it is available in metropolitan Melbourne.  That said, 
upgrading the public health infrastructure will not automatically guarantee an uplift in the delivery of care.  The 
local skilling and training of health workers as well as the availability of adequate clinical placements for 
students are equally important.   

 

THEME 3: HARNESS INFRASTRUCTURE FOR PRODUCTIVITY & GROWTH 

3.1 Shape the transport network for better access  

62. Reshape the metropolitan bus network  

La Trobe agrees with this recommendation. All La Trobe campuses are highly dependent on buses to provide 
non car-based travel. La Trobe is seeking more frequent and more reliable bus services across the board. For 
the Melbourne (Bundoora) campus in particular, there is an urgent need for stronger inter-regional bus 
services (i.e. SMART buses) to link more directly to key hubs the northern, western and eastern suburbs of 
Melbourne - at least until the completion of the Suburban Rail Loop (SRL). 

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/epc-LA/Inquiry_into_Environmental_Infrastructure_for_Growing_Populations/Submissions/220_2020.09.30_-_Submission_-_Latrobe_University.pdf


La Trobe University  Victoria’s Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy 

7 
 

 

63. Connect suburban jobs through premium buses and road upgrades  

La Trobe agrees with this recommendation. The Melbourne campus hosts the La Trobe NEIC. There is a clear 
need for stronger inter-regional bus services (i.e. SMART buses) to link workers with jobs within the NEIC.  
The key requirement is fast services moving across metropolitan Melbourne with express services and other 
infrastructure (noting opportunities presented by the North East Link) to significantly improve public transport 
speed moving from east to west.  

64. Increase suburban rail corridor services and capacity  

Agree in principle. 

65. Reconfigure the city loop for cross-city train services 

Agree in principle. 

66. Prepare for Melbourne Metro Two  

La Trobe does not support this recommendation.  It is our strong view that the immediate priority should be 
the construction of the Suburban Rail Loop (SRL).  As outlined in the Introduction, La Trobe will be the last 
Victorian-based university campus to be connected to heavy rail, more than 10 years after all other Victorian 
universities.   

3.2 Plan for growth areas  

68. Prioritise and oversee infrastructure delivery in growing communities  

La Trobe University is one of the key partners in the North and West Melbourne City Deal Plan 2020-2040, a 
20-year proposal of projects and investment for Melbourne’s North and West regions.  North and West 
Melbourne are among the fastest growing regions of Australia with their population tipped to reach 3 million 
by 2040.  The City Deal Plan aims to kickstart economic recovery reboot business, boost social and economic 
inclusion, and leverage existing strengths in health, food production, manufacturing and logistics. One in 12 
Australians and one in three Victorians live in the North and West Melbourne region. La Trobe’s $5 billion 
University City of the Future project, referred to earlier, is one of the projects identified as key to supporting 
economic growth and liveability of Melbourne’s North. It is expected that within 10 years it will create more 
than 20,000 new jobs and stimulate $3.5 billion in economic activity.  La Trobe recommends adequate 
support to realise the University City of the Future Vision as well as the other projects in the North and West 
Melbourne City Deal Plan. 

 

3.3 Align social infrastructure with better service delivery  

74. Build new hospital capacity  

La Trobe agrees with this in principle. La Trobe intends to create a state-of-the-art Health and Wellbeing Hub, 
with land identified for an acute care hospital at the Melbourne Campus. However, as highlighted in the 
Macklin review, this must be accompanied by resolving the issue of clinical placements.   

In regional Victoria, the provision for additional hospital capacity should be based on the pattern of population 
in the different regions.  Consideration should be given to adopting the philosophy of seamless models of 
care between hospital and community. 

75. Deliver infrastructure for a better mental health system  

La Trobe supports this recommendation.  However the design of the infrastructure itself needs to be 
evidence-based and draw on innovative models of service delivery, especially for older adults.  La Trobe will 
be able to support this goal through the training of the workforce required to build a better mental health 

https://www.nwmcitydeal.org.au/
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system.  For instance La Trobe’s Graduate Certificate in Mental Health has been designed to meet the urgent 
need in the healthcare system for professionals with skills and expertise to promote individual and community 
mental health.   

 

THEME 4: DEVELOP REGIONAL VICTORIA 

La Trobe University is the only State-wide higher education provider in Victoria. The delivery of 
education and training outcomes for rural and regional Australians is central to La Trobe’s identity, 
mission and purpose. La Trobe serves close to 9,000 students from rural and regional areas at our 
campuses in Albury-Wodonga, Bendigo, Shepparton, Mildura and Melbourne. La Trobe’s Rural Health 
School is Australia’s newest University Department of Rural Health (UDRH)  and, among the four 
Victoria UDRHs, has the largest share of rural and regional origin students enrolled in nursing, 
dentistry and allied health.   

In terms of  land management, across each of our campuses we have adopted a master planning 
approach which has enabled the preservation of large open and green spaces for the benefit  of our 
students and the broader community.   

As outlined in our new 2020-2030 Strategic Plan, we envisage that our campuses will be able to 
function as Regional Campus Learning and Collaboration hubs able to provide an on-campus 
experience and support not just for La Trobe students but for a wider student cohort.   
 

4.2 Unlock regional economic growth opportunities  

81. Upgrade power supply for agriculture and regional manufacturing  

There is significant potential for an Agrifood Innovation Centre based in Melbourne with nodes in regional 
Victoria.  However, this would require significant infrastructure including research laboratories, plant 
phenomics/genomics infrastructure, pilot scale protein extraction, production, pilot scale food processing, 
manufacture, protein production and digital technologies/innovation hubs. Co-located digital innovation hubs 
would provide access to training to support digital transformation. 

82. Plan for future investments in regional nature-based tourism infrastructure 

La Trobe researchers can build on existing relationships with key government, community agencies and 
community members, to develop appropriate, culturally-respectful and ecology-sound tourism strategies, 
policy and infrastructure.   

Are there other cost-effective infrastructure solutions that can unlock regional growth in industries of 
competitive strength?  

• Building engagement hubs within regional areas would facilitate clustering and engagement between 
industry and regionally-based universities. A key requirement is investing in pilot-scale facilities to 
support translation from research scale to commercial scale.    

• One issue that we have identified in Bendigo is the lack of infrastructure to support technical maker 
capabilities.  Bendigo has an active maker and hacker culture but it is not supported by adequate 
infrastructure such as Maker hubs, which are essential to support the start-up culture.  An investment 
similar to the Ballarat Tech and Hacker Space and the Deakin Innovation Precinct in Geelong is worth 
considering. More broadly, the role of arts and cultural ‘makers’ spaces as well as the re-purposing of 
old infrastructure should be actively pursued.   This would enable the creative industries to perform as 
key economic rejuvenators.  La Trobe can provide further information about this proposal upon 
request.   

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-in-mental-health
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1167193/2020-2030-Strategic-Plan-2.pdf
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• Making sure that regional universities have access to adequate infrastructure (including both physical 
traditional infrastructure but also research infrastructure), would enable universities to intensify their 
community and industry links and put them in a better position to commercialise their research (in 
line with the objectives of  the State Government’s ‘Breakthrough for Victoria’ Fund) and thus help 
unlock regional economic growth.   

Are there specific locations where implementing these recommendations would have a greater impact on 
regional economies? 

We would recommend that the setting up of AgriFood Innovation Nodes in Albury-Wodonga, Mildura and 
Shepparton.   

In Bendigo, in line with the above answer, the creation of an Advanced Manufacturing Hub would fill an 
infrastructure gap.  

 

4.3 Connect the regions to help strengthen wellbeing  

85. Reform regional public transport to meet local needs  

La Trobe agrees in principle. For better integration in the shorter term, more frequent bus services are required 
to meet every Regional Rail service.  Intra-regional connections for people travelling across regional towns for 
work and education (e.g. Albury-Wangaratta connection, Kyneton-Bendigo connection) need to be more 
adequately addressed in the Strategy.   

 

4.4 Foster regional Victorians’ health, safety and inclusion  

92. Build regional residential alcohol and drug rehabilitation facilities  

There is capability within La Trobe’s Centre for Alcohol Policy Research (CAPR) to support further research 
and enable policy development to support this goal.  More information can be obtained here.  
 
One option that could be considered is a hub and spoke model to ensure best practice and high levels of 
access to ensure adequate support for users of these facilities.   
 

93. Fund more Youth Foyers in regional Victoria (Bendigo, Albury-Wodonga) 

La Trobe’s proximity to the existing youth foyers in Shepparton and Mildura indicate that these projects have 
been successful with a number of students from the Shepparton youth foyer progressing to further study at 
La Trobe’s Shepparton campus.    

La Trobe would consider hosting the Bendigo youth foyer at its Bendigo campus which would tie in with the 
existing programs already run by the Bendigo Tech School. Similarly, La Trobe has the capacity to host the 
proposed Wodonga youth foyer on its Albury-Wodonga campus.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/research/centres/health/capr
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Annex 1: 

Key Recommendations from the Autonobus Pilot Project at La Trobe University 

 
• Prioritise road pricing reform to manage demand for car travel, and as a policy lever to encourage ‘ride 

sharing’ – the presence of dedicated or bus priority lanes for shared rides could represent an 
immediate opportunity; 

• Assist with a dedicated AV testing facility, tailored to simulate Australian road conditions, that can be 
used by the global Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) to test and ensure the technology is 
suitable for Australian cities and regions; 

• Consider autonomous electric vehicles in all infrastructure planning and investment decision making 
processes, including the take-up of autonomous ride sharing services and the implications for travel 
behaviour and land use. According to the trial’s findings, immediate areas that could be envisaged are 
university campuses and high activity centres, which are connected to major transport hubs; 

• Encourage an eventual transition from private ownership to ride sourcing for daily travel, including the 
promotion of business models that provide these services. Governments must also ensure high quality 
alternatives to car travel are available, including an integrated public transport offer, intermodal hubs 
with clear way-finding that guide people to their destinations. Reserved areas for walking and cycling 
are also important; 

• Acknowledge that planning today for an AV future is essential; it is not a question of ‘if’, but ‘when’ AVs 
become ubiquitous in Australia. Embracing partnerships between government and the private sector 
can 

• Speed up technology development, while helping ensure that the use of Autonomous Vehicles 
meets public policy objectives. In this context, funding for more trials is essential to continue to 
encourage innovation and collaboration and pave the way towards AV implementation; and 

• Engage all stakeholders, governments, businesses and citizens with AV planning, as it will impact all 
aspects of life. 

 

 




