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Infrastructure Victoria Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy Submission 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy. It is 

pleasing to have a long-term strategic document for infrastructure as well as one that 

acknowledges the need to have a planned yet flexible approach. 

 

Casey is supportive of many recommendations including the premium bus service to Clyde during 

the construction of the railway and improving the bus connections between Dandenong South 

NEIC and Casey/Cardinia. There are some recommendations however that need to be further 

strengthened and or reconsidered. These include: 

 

• The focus on the inner city rather than prioritising areas where there is a lack of infrastructure 
and the highest level of population growth. In addition, some of the inner-city focused 
recommendations could potentially result in further inequities in Casey such as distanced based 
public transport fares, or the implementation of road user and parking charges.  

 

• The State Government’s role in the delivery and funding of infrastructure needs to be further 
strengthened including funding for regional infrastructure (for example, libraries and aquatic 
facilities) and the provision of a coordinated approach to digital infrastructure delivery.  

 

• The review of the infrastructure contribution system is supported however, along with other 
components, this review needs to include community infrastructure standards being used 
across growth and established areas, and the types of infrastructure that is currently excluded 
from development contributions.  

 

• The response to impacts of climate change needs to address ageing infrastructure, including 
drainage, that is unable to respond to increasing extreme weather events. To enable this, 
additional funding is required alongside shared data and capabilities across government. 
 

Attached is our full submission. Casey looks forward to continuing to work with Infrastructure 
Victoria to ensure infrastructure planning meets the needs of current and future communities. 
Should you have any questions regarding the submission please contact  

 on . 
 

Yours faithfully 
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Introduction  

The City of Casey (Casey) welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on Victoria’s Draft 

30-Year Infrastructure Strategy. Casey is located 45 kilometres south east of Melbourne 

covering an area of 400 square kilometres. The City extends from the foothills of the 

Dandenong Ranges to Western Port Bay, providing an interface between country Victoria 

(Gippsland) and metropolitan Melbourne. With a population of 380,531 residents and 

forecast growth to approximately 550,000 residents by 2041, Casey is one of the fastest 

growing municipalities in Australia. This rapid growth is being experienced across all areas 

including housing, industry, retail, and commercial facilities. With this growth comes the 

requirement for community infrastructure across transport, health, education, community 

facilities, recreation facilities, open space and more. 

 

General feedback 

It is pleasing to have a long-term strategic document for infrastructure requirements across 

Victoria as well as one that acknowledges the potential changes post COVID-19 and the 

need to have a planned yet flexible approach moving forward. 

 

The draft Strategy has included most of the foundations required for infrastructure moving 

forward however the Strategy is very inner city focused rather than prioritising the outer 

regions that have a lack of infrastructure and will continue to experience major growth.  

 

The Strategy misses key elements around the future that digital transformation will have on 

infrastructure, as well as regional infrastructure and the barriers Local Government face in 

delivery this infrastructure in timely manner. Furthermore while passive open space is 

included, there is a gap in relation to active recreation and how we can ensure that 

Melbourne’s sporting capital of Australia can continue to flourish through supporting grass 

roots to elite infrastructure within the outer metropolitan regions with the creation of regional 

and metro hubs.    

 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic a key finding was the inequity of access to 

infrastructure and service provision within 20 minutes or a five-kilometre radius, identifying 

the ‘haves and the have nots’ across Metropolitan Melbourne. These findings should be 

further explored with the Strategy directing and prioritising resources to areas of need to 

ensure we are creating equitable communities for all.  

 

The follow section includes specific feedback on the key Strategy areas.  

 

1. Confront long term challenges  

1.1 Respond to a changing climate 

 
It is pleasing to see that the Strategy notes the need for considering all water sources for 

meeting future demands as well as the need for policy change and clarity around roles and 

responsibilities.  

 

This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 

 

Recommendation 10: Strategically review climate consequences for infrastructure. This work 
should be developed in consultation with Local Government and bodies such as the South 
East Council’s Climate Change Alliance (SECCCA) who have progressed a lot of this 
thinking already.  
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Recommendation 12: Progress integrated water cycle management. This could be further 
strengthened through mandating Integrated Water Management (IWM) in all future growth 
areas. The new Precinct Structure Plan guidelines have IWM as an optional "innovation" 
pathway, but growth areas provide the prime opportunity to deliver IWM without the 
constraints that apply to retrospectively delivering it in established areas.  
 

Recommendation 13: Improve decision-making for urban water investment. To support the 
establishment and sustainability of roles and responsibilities for urban water systems this 
section should include a statement around planning for long term investment and funding 
mechanisms to enable delivery.    
 
Recommendation 16: Invest in protecting Victoria’s coasts. For this to be successful greater 
clarity on roles and responsibilities between levels of government and state bodies is 
needed.  
 
Finally, this section of the Strategy is silent on the impact of climate change on drainage 
infrastructure within urban areas. Due to climate change and extreme weather patterns 
urban areas are at a higher risk of flooding. A specific item on assessing the capacity of the 
drainage system and adequate measures to upgrade and replace infrastructure to 
adequately respond to frequent and large storm events is required.  
 

1.3 Embrace technological opportunities  

 
Technology has and will continue to influence and improve infrastructure delivery, operation, 
and maintenance now and into the future. As technology continues to adapt it is important 
that our infrastructure and planning has the flexibility to also adapt. In addition, we need to 
be aware of those in our community that may not have the access, knowledge, or the ability 
to adapt to changing technologies therefore may be a risk of becoming excluded and 
isolated.  
 
This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
 
Recommendation 23: Improve technology and infrastructure for a responsible police service. 
To further support the delivery of the police ‘hub and spoke’ model there needs to be a 
strategic and public infrastructure plan. This plan and the supporting infrastructure required 
should be incorporated into new Precinct Structure Plans in the same way that schools are 
planned.  
 
Recommendation 80 notes the need to improve internet connectivity in Regional Victoria as 
their exclusion rates (people who do not have access to the internet) are 22 percent 
compared to Metropolitan Region which is 14 percent. However, in Casey there are suburbs 
such as Doveton which is larger than many regional towns (approx. 9,000 people) who have 
a 20-25 percent internet exclusion rate. There needs to be a recommendation for metro and 
interface suburbs to have the same gap coverage work done as is in Regional Victoria.  
 
In relation to embracing technologies the Strategy does not consider the types of digital 

infrastructure the Victorian Government will need to invest in. Almost all councils and State 

Government are duplicating each other’s service and data capabilities. Integrated 

technology infrastructure and architecture that is guided with a state lens would enable 

easier collaboration between State and councils and council to council, creating significant 

long-term cost savings and a common experience for customers interacting with government 

at all levels. Whilst Service Victoria is embarking upon this work, it should be central to this 

Strategy. 
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There is reference to open source public transport information (Recommendation 18) 

however there is a lack of identification of other key data sources and how the open data 

platform could become a key communication infrastructure investment. Furthermore, there 

should be consideration of how smart technology can support the longevity and 

maintenance of key infrastructure assets. For example, building considerations for asset 

management and real time monitoring can promote longevity of infrastructure as well as 

reduce costs for maintenance. 

 

Finally, a smart city framework should be utilised highlighting the smart infrastructure 

principles of high value infrastructure opportunities and interoperability standards. This will 

support a standardisation with infrastructure assets across both State and Local 

Government.  

 

1.5 Build a circular economy  

 

There has been a lot of focus on reducing, reusing, recycling, and creating a sustainable 

circular economy however there is still a long way to go and further investment required. 

 

This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
 
Recommendation 31: Minimise waste and improve residual waste infrastructure planning. 

This recommendation should include e-waste and investment into research and 

development to drive new market growth from recycled e-waste materials. In addition, it 

should reference the importance of technology interoperability to reduce technology debt 

and short lifecycles of products. 

 

Furthermore, this section should consider the role that partners can play in developing a 

circular economy. For example, how to incentivise property developers and manufacturers to 

create products with longer life spans and reusability. The European Union recently 

mandated policies for manufacturers for EU consumption to have reusability and strong end 

of life principles. This is something that should be considered within Victoria.   

 

2. Manage urban growth 

2.1 Integrate land use and infrastructure planning 

 

Infrastructure and land use planning go hand in hand. This is generally represented well in 

strategic documents however implementation can be challenging when it requires 

collaboration across various departments and levels of government. 

 

This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
 
Recommendation 32: Produce public plans for priority infrastructure sectors. This 
recommendation is strongly supported however these plans need to be developed in 
consultation with Local Government to align with local planning requirements.  
 
In growth areas, land for school sites are committed to before budget commitments and 
without a public long-term strategy for education. On the other hand, other arms of 
government such as Victoria Police and Ambulance Victoria have advised that they are 
unable to allocate land within a Precinct Structure Plan due to unsecure funding. This can 
lead to land being designated as ‘potential’ sites within the Precinct Structure Plan which is 
unenforceable for local government and generally leads to poor planning for infrastructure 
when budget commitments are finally made.  
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The State Government does not have an integrated 5 or 10 year capital works program so 
Council and the State Government cannot align with any certainty the capital works plans 
which would enable the delivery of State infrastructure with local community 
infrastructure. This has resulted in the inability to deliver shared facilities such as 
recreational ovals or a coordinated approach to precinct renewal. Moreover, this lack of 
certainty impacts private investment decisions.  
 
Long term State Government infrastructure plans would enable State Government, Local 
Government, and the private market to coordinate delivery of key community and transport 
infrastructure. These plans need to also include infrastructure such as the arts which is 
currently well underfunded in growth areas. The plans would enable discussions around co-
location and co-use of facilities to be realised, as well as more timely and efficient co-
delivery of local facilities (such as schools, early childhood centres and community facilities 
and sporting facilities) and enable government authorities to take a precinct / place based 
approach to infrastructure investment.  
 
Recommendation 34 - Review Victoria's infrastructure contribution system to cover gaps. 
Generally there is agreement with the intent of this recommendation however it needs to 
more clearly articulate a need for two systems - a broader application of the Infrastructure 
Contribution Plan (ICP) framework to established and regional areas to fund local 
infrastructure, and a revised and expanded Growth Area Infrastructure Contribution (GAIC) 
that applies across the board and funds State infrastructure. In addition, the revised GAIC 
should be tied to priority infrastructure sectors (as per draft recommendation 32). If these 
systems were unified into one system, there is a risk that it would make it difficult for councils 
to access a fair share of funding in a timely and equitable way. 
 
Furthermore, there needs to be consideration around how regional infrastructure such as 
libraries, regional recreation, and aquatics facilities are funded. Currently these are sitting 
outside of contributions therefore reliant of Council funding. Due to cost of this infrastructure 
there are often funding constraints resulting in significant delays in delivery. Given the 
regional nature of these facilities, contributions should be reviewed to consider their 
inclusion. Alternatively other funding options should be explored. 
 
In addition to this, there is a lack of consideration of the diversity of active recreation, 
especially within the growth area. Currently Local Governments can collect development 
contributions to support the delivery of AFL, cricket, soccer, netball, and tennis facilities. 
Anything outside of these sports, including indoor recreation, is not funded. This is resulting 
in a lack of diversity of sporting opportunities within the growth areas and potentially 
resulting in children and adults not engaging in physical activity.  
 
Any reformed infrastructure contribution system should also consider the differences in the 
contributions, projects, and type of land parcels that would be inherent in either greenfield or 
established area infill types of development. Consequently, there would likely need to be 
different calculation methodologies for those different areas with any new broad city-wide 
ICPs. Currently growth areas are using outdated community infrastructure standards from 
2008. In addition, established areas do not have community infrastructure standards 
therefore individual Councils are developing their own. To be able to support a contribution 
system these standards, and in some cases lack of standards, need to be reviewed and 
updated.  
 

2.2 Create thriving urban places 

 

The creation of thriving urban places is the outcome of a range of elements, some of which 
are mentioned within other sections of the Strategy.  
 
This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
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Recommendation 35: Support more homes in priority established places. There is 
agreement with the general intent of the recommendation however there is not agreement 
with the requirement to identifying new priority locations.  
 
Plan Melbourne identifies metropolitan and major activity centres, as well as priority 
precincts. Local governments have also identified appropriate sites for densification through 
the recent implementation of new residential zones (specifically the Residential Growth 
Zone) which required Housing Strategies be prepared and, ultimately, the Minister for 
Planning approving a rezoning amendment. Casey has prepared a Housing Strategy and 
the C198 amendment to achieve this outcome. The priority of this recommendation should 
be for the State Government to support Local Government to develop appropriate structure 
plans for these precincts so that the planning framework truly supports densification, and 
prioritises the delivery of infrastructure that can act as a catalyst for development.   
 
This recommendation also proposes a design review panel process to reduce the likelihood 

of contested development applications and improve urban design outcomes. Further 

information is required on the proposed design panel review process, its resourcing 

implications for Local Government and the impact on development timeframes.  

 
Recommendation 36: Deliver very low-income housing with inclusionary zoning. As per 
Council’s Affordable Housing Strategy, Casey City Council is supportive of inclusionary 
zoning. In order to effectively implement affordable housing, there needs to be a mix of 
tenants therefore only targeting very low income is not appropriate, or in alignment within the 
Planning and Environment Act.  
 
Implementation of affordable housing is difficult to achieve without clarity, therefore it is 
recommended that the Strategy reflect the outcomes of the research undertaken in this 
space and stipulate a percentage of affordable housing required, who would take 
ownership/management of the housing stock, and perpetuity of the housing stock (e.g. 
cannot be sold in 5-10 years and or when sold funds must be reinvested in affordable 
housing). 
 
Recommendation 37: Develop an interconnected open space network. A review of the open 

space contribution scheme is supported in principle however, this review must include 

extensive engagement with Local Government given its responsibility for collecting and 

managing contributions and for delivering open space improvements. 

 
In addition to this, to further support the development of interconnected open space it is 
recommended that the Metropolitan Open Space Strategy be adopted to support delivery of 
connected open space, including active and passive open space.  
 
Recommendation 38: Partner with local governments to fund pedestrian infrastructure. This 
recommendation should also include pedestrian infrastructure within suburbs, particularly 
new suburbs and between estates. Furthermore, there is an opportunity to ensure that these 
pedestrian links provide environmental outcomes through incorporating sustainable street 
designs.  

 
Recommendation 39: Transform cycling in Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong. In 
relation to priority of delivery of infrastructure it is recommended that implementation be 
prioritised in the outer regions within the Strategic Cycling Corridors network. Currently the 
CBD have a range of public and active transport options, including cycling, whereas in the 
outer regions there are limited cycling opportunities or other public and active transport 
modes. There is also an opportunity to create cycling networks to reach train stations to aid 
in modal shift.  
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Recommendation 41: Reallocated road space to priority transport modes. This 
recommendation is supported. The City of Casey has been working in partnership with the 
Department of Transport to reallocate road space on the South Gippsland Highway through 
the Cranbourne Major Activity Centre. This project will see a decrease in road allocation for 
cars and increase in road allocation to public and active transport, as well as footpath 
activation. This will result in an increased sense of place, create safe active transport 
options, and create a more inviting, greener place for the community. This catalytic project 
will help energise one of Australia’s fastest growing communities, assist COVID-19 
recovery and stimulate private investment in the Activity Centre. It is recommended that the 
final Strategy identify the South Gippsland Highway / High Street, Cranbourne as a 'priority 
place' or initiative for implementation. 
 
Recommendation 44: Plan for public transport accessibility, including tram stop upgrades. 
Outside of the inner-city community members are reliant on buses or trains. While the 
Strategy notes low floor buses and bus stops, its focus is largely on trams. It is 
recommended that the Accessible Public Transport Action Plan also include delivery of 
additional low floor buses, accessible bus stops, and the delivery of bus stop shelters.  
 
Other elements that are missing in this section of the Strategy include how Government will 
leverage public investment to unlock or create thriving places. For instance, new train 
stations and level crossing removals should consider value creation opportunities that 
stimulate private sector investment. Likewise, community hospital developments or other 
major community / health facilities can unlock development opportunities. This should be 
considered in the final Strategy.  
 

2.3 Steer changes in travel behaviour 

 

Majority of community members that live, work, and recreate within the City of Casey do so 

via car due to the lack of quality and reliable alternative transport options. As per Council’s 

Integrated Transport Strategy Council is supportive of creating modal shift, however what 

might be appropriate within the inner city, may not have the same impact (and potentially 

could result in a negative outcome) in the outer regions.  

 

This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
Recommendation 46: Price each public transport mode differently. Public transport fares are 

not identified as a deterrent to public transport usage in Casey. The key issues for bus and 

train services in Casey are access, reliability, frequency, duration of services, 

directness/speed, flexibility, and integration between modes. Public transport users in Casey 

travel further. Given this, distance-based fares are not supported as it may increase travel 

costs or deter commuters in areas with already poor public transport amenity. 

 

To support modal shift a trial of free public transport in outer Melbourne, like the CBD free 

tram zone, could be implemented to test if cost is a factor in travel decisions. 

 

Recommendation 51 to 55. The City of Casey has the highest rate of car ownership in 

Victoria, with over 60 per cent of households owning two or more cars and households 

average 10 trips per day, with 83 per cent of trips made by car (Census, 2016). 

 

The provision of transport infrastructure has not kept pace with the population growth, 

resulting in congestion and most significantly, lack of transport alternatives. Similarly places 

of employment, education, essential services, and entertainment are not located locally. This 

results in Casey residents driving significantly further per annum than other Melburnians. 

 

Changes to road user, congestion and parking charges are not supported as it would 

negatively impact Casey residents, including our large proportion of lower socio-economic 
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groups. Before changes to road user and parking charges can be considered significant 

investment is needed to bring outer Melbourne to a safe level of amenity for public and 

active transport. Furthermore, price parking at major transport hubs is not appropriate within 

Casey until all residents have access to amenities and basic services within 20-minutes by 

walking, cycling or public transport. 

 

2.4 Adapt infrastructure for modern needs 

 

Being a growth area, the City of Casey’s asset portfolio is continuing to increase. Spending 

on infrastructure is a balance between managing existing assets and building new assets in 

areas where there would otherwise be no infrastructure.  

 

A gap within this section is the lack of consideration for internet infrastructure particularly for 

growth corridors and interface Councils. The rapid population growth will require heavy 

partnership and investment of internet infrastructure to enable working from home and other 

productivity needs. Furthermore, there is no reference to the rollout of 5G which will be a key 

infrastructure upgrade in the next five to 10 years and ensuring this roll-out is equitable 

across the State.  

 
In addition to the above, this section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
 
Recommendation 56: Require accessible building for public services. This recommendation 
should go beyond State Government buildings and should include universal design 
principles as well as Disability Discrimination Act to ensure facilities are accessible for all 
regardless of age, ability, or background.  
 
Recommendation 59: Build back better after emergencies. To further support this 
recommendation, it should include a focus on strengthening asset management capability 
needs to identify critical assets that are vulnerable to natural disasters and ensuring plans 
are in place should a disaster occur.   
 
Recommendation 60: Expand the legislated definition of critical infrastructure and improve 

information flows. There is generally agreement with this recommendation however as there 

is likely to be an increase of Local Government infrastructure included on this critical 

infrastructure list consideration needs to be given to the potential cost implications to Local 

Government to maintain this infrastructure at a potentially higher standard than what it would 

be otherwise, and how these costs would be covered.   

 
In relation how the Victorian Government can better incentivise good asset management, 
this can be achieved through grants for asset programs, incentives where demonstration of 
good asset management can be leveraged for partnering and funding opportunities, and 
encouragement to share data and practical examples of good asset management. 
  
The private sector can contribute its expertise to improve management of state assets 
through building on concepts of total cost of ownership and return on investment (community 
value), utilise private sector expertise on cost/benefit analysis, and guide investment 
decisions of state assets 
  
In relation to how resilience can be better considered in managing assets, the impact of 
climate change on assets needs to be considered in the design and ongoing maintenance. 
Furthermore, capacity building around how much and which assets need to be prioritised for 
resilience as well as sharing of asset related climate impact information across various 
organisations needs to occur. 
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3. Harness infrastructure for productivity and growth 

 

3.1 Shape the transport network for better access 

 

Transport is a key issue for residents within Casey. This ranges from congestion on roads to 

a poor quality and infrequent public transport system. Across the City there are a range of 

major transport projects occurring to improve transport however this is not keeping pace with 

the rate of growth, with many residents moving into the city with the only transport option a 

personal car.  

 

This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
Recommendation 62: Reshape the metropolitan bus network. There is strong support for 

future investment in the bus network in the south east, especially more high quality, direct 

and high frequency bus routes in the growth area. This recommendation should also include 

improved accessibility of buses, integration with train timetabling, improved communication 

of real time bus arrivals, and models such as on-demand buses. In addition, consideration of 

trackless trams, especially within growth areas, should be included.  

 

Recommendation 63: Connect suburban jobs through premium buses and road upgrades. 

There is support for improving access from Casey and Cardinia growth areas into 

Dandenong South NEIC which would require east-west road connections. This would further 

support residents to be able to access jobs and provides an alternative transport mode. Safe 

active transport connections into Dandenong South from Casey and Cardinia should also be 

prioritised to further decrease congestion and provide alternative travel options. 

 

3.2 Plan for growth areas 

 

The City of Casey is a major growth area for Victoria. While the State has a policy direction 

around providing 20-minute neighbourhoods the delivery of supporting infrastructure and 

services to enable this is greatly delayed, if achieved at all. Further work needs to be 

undertaken to ensure growth areas are delivering liveable and accessible communities for 

all.  

 
This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
 
Recommendation 68: Prioritise and oversee infrastructure delivery in growing communities. 

The delivery of this recommendation needs to be done in consultation with Local 

Government and should include regional infrastructure (libraries, aquatics facilities, regional 

active and passive open space) and how State can support the delivery of this infrastructure.  

 

As indicated within the Strategy, Local Government are paying the shortfall in funding to 

deliver infrastructure in growth areas. This funding allocation is a balance between renewal 

infrastructure and new. In addition, Local Government infrastructure planners have a 

timeframe for delivery of infrastructure based on population and funding available therefore 

are likely to be best placed to support this work.  

 

Recommendation 69: Expand rail access in outer suburbs. Strongly support the extension of 

the train line to Clyde and the delivery of a premium bus service to support during 

construction. This is a key growth area within the City which will be critical in connecting 

people with employment, services, and social activities.  

 

Recommendation 70: Expand and upgrade Melbourne’s outer suburban road network. In 

addition to funding upgrades on congested roads, there should also be a focus on the 
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transfer of local roads from Local Government to the management of Department of 

Transport as arterial roads once thresholds are met. 

 

Recommendation 71: Target 30% tree canopy coverage in new growth areas. This is 

supported and aligns with the Draft Precinct Structure Plan Guidelines and the Metro Urban 

Forest Strategy. Consideration should also be given to identifying certain areas of public 

space that are suitable for canopy coverage and ensuring it does not impact on Public Open 

Space contributions and ongoing maintenance of assets. In relation to planting in road 

reserves, these can be congested with other services which can limit planting options. To 

further support this recommendation consultation with utilities and should be undertaken to 

understand innovative delivery options. 

 

Another priority project which should be included in this Strategy to cater for growth is the 

South East Melbourne Airport (SEMA). The SEMA is identified in Plan Melbourne to help 

rebalance growth between Melbourne and regional Victoria and ensure a more liveable and 

connected city.   

 

The South East Region, with a population of 2.1 million people, is evolving into the backbone 

of Melbourne’s integrated, service-based economy. The development of an airport in 

Melbourne’s South East will create approximately 1,000 FTE construction jobs per year for 

the life of the project and more than 6,000 ongoing jobs on site at the airport by 2035.  

 

The location of a SEMA will significantly reduce the number of vehicles travelling from 

Melbourne’s south east to Tullamarine Airport, with some residents saving over two hours in 

travel time. The SEMA will open Gippsland’s food and agricultural sector to the world and be 

Australia’s most efficient and cost-effective airport with access from two highways and 

potential rail connections. Furthermore, the airport will revitalise domestic and international 

tourism by delivering an anticipated five million passengers a year by 2031 on the doorstep 

of Phillip Island, the Mornington Peninsula, the Dandenong’s, and the Victorian Alps.  

 

The South East Metropolitan Region will see significant growth over the next 10 to 15 years. 

Furthermore, Tullamarine airport may soon experience travel curfews where flights will not 

be able to land between midnight and 6am. To enable greater residential, visitor and freight 

connections the SEMA will be a critical and significant piece of infrastructure.  

 

3.3 Algin social infrastructure with better service delivery  

 

Access to social services is a key issue for community members within Casey, with many 

services located outside of the City.  

 

This section of the Strategy could be further strengthened through: 
 
Recommendation 73: Set targets to grow social housing. This recommendation is supported 

however further clarity and direction is required to reach the target of 4.5 social housing 

dwellings per 100 households by 2031. As per the earlier recommendation, the private 

market along with State and Federal Government can provide effective levers to create this 

change, however clarity around implementation, percentage per development, management 

models, and perpetuity are required up front. State and Local Government have done a lot of 

work in this space including developing housing trusts, implementing inclusionary rezoning, 

and different delivery models. These should be reviewed and further invested in to mandate 

requirements and or scale up. 

 

Recommendation 74: Build new hospital capacity. The South East Metropolitan Region will 

see significant growth over the coming years, given this the recommendation should also 
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include future proofing the South East Region through forward planning and securing land 

within the growth corridor.   

 

Other gaps within this section of the Strategy are funding allocations. A key barrier that is 

often faced is the lack of infrastructure funding available to services to enable partnerships in 

the delivery of infrastructure. This means they are reliant on retrofitting into existing 

infrastructure and or finding commercial tenancies. There are several infrastructure projects 

that Council could consider partnerships to support the delivery of local services however 

this is challenging without infrastructure contributions from services.    

 

Furthermore, while this section looks at co-location it should go further in relation to 

outcomes such as intergenerational infrastructure and services (e.g. kindergarten and 

seniors services) as well as creating infrastructure and services that provide safe spaces for 

people experiencing family violence and or wanting alternative activities (e.g. places to go at 

night rather than going to venues with pokies). This would potentially require infrastructure 

redesigns and services to remain open later to support these communities. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 




