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Level 34, 121 Exhibition Street 
Melbourne  VIC  3000 
 

 
Manningham Council welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to Infrastructure 

Victoria on Victoria’s Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy. 

We commend Infrastructure Victoria (IV) for undertaking the review and updating the 

Strategy, particularly in light of the Covid-19 pandemic and the changing circumstances 

and uncertainty facing our community. It is timely and appropriate that the Strategy 

considers the broad ranging issues to ensure investment in infrastructure meets our 

future needs and confronts the long term challenges.   

We support IV’s holistic approach to achieve a prosperous, inclusive and sustainable 

Victoria through effective integration of transport planning, land use and infrastructure 

planning, sustainable development, ecological sustainability and liveable communities 

and present our input below for consideration as the Government frames its 30 year 

infrastructure strategy. 

 Recommendation 19 – Incorporate personal mobility devices in regulation 
Supported. In 2016, almost 30% of Manningham’s population were over 60 years 

and over, compared with 19% for Greater Melbourne. Electric bikes/scooters will 

help remove barriers to cycling in Manningham where undulating terrain would 

otherwise make cycling not a viable option. It is recommended that a review and 

update to legislation/policy be undertaken to support the roll out of these 

emerging technologies and devices. 

 

 Recommendation 34 – Review Victoria’s infrastructure contribution system to 
cover gaps 
Supported. Established areas such as Doncaster Hill has from its inception in the 

early 2000’s seen significant cost escalations for particular projects. Land 

acquisition costs have also appreciated significantly in an environment where 

Council’s infrastructure investments to fund new infrastructure such as sealed 

roads, walking paths, drainage etc, have been severely limited by government 

policies, cost shifting and financial constraints, such as rate capping. 
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 Recommendation 35 – Support more homes in priority established places 
Supported. 

 

 Recommendation 36 – Deliver very low income housing with inclusionary zoning  
Council supports the recommendation in-principle as it is well aligned with the 

advocacy commitments of the Regional Local Government Homelessness and 

Social Housing Charter, of which Manningham is a signatory, and the affordable 

housing directions contained in Council’s Liveable City Strategy and Health City 

Strategy.  However, it is considered that in order to achieve the full effect, 

inclusionary zoning should be mandated to not only be limited to very low income 

housing but to cover social housing and low and medium income households.   

 

 Recommendation 38: Partner with local governments to fund pedestrian 
infrastructure 
Supported. 

 

 Recommendation 39: Transform cycling in Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo and 
Geelong 
Supported. The Covid-19 pandemic has brought about a dramatic increase in 

cycling activities. Heightened anxiety over public transport and a surge in 

exercise has meant this form of transport is expected to increase. More funding 

should be made available to Council’s to provide good and safe bicycle facilities 

and infrastructure to encourage greater uptake of this transport mode and realise 

its benefits, including, mental and physical health benefits, reducing emissions, 

noise, congestion and freeing up public transport capacity.  

 

 Recommendation 41: Reallocate road space towards priority transport modes 
Supported. On Census day 2016, 68.6% of people travelled to work in a private 

car and 12.8% took public transport. Council recognises the challenges for urban 

development and transport generally, that is climate change, “peak oil” and the 

negative social implications of car dependence. It endorses IV’s targets for 

improving the sustainability of Melbourne’s transport system and the more 

general target of a major reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. 

There is little land remaining in Manningham for broad acre residential 

subdivision, so most population and employment growth is occurring in Doncaster 

Hill. The success of Doncaster Hill relies heavily on improvements in the transport 

infrastructure in that part of Manningham, in particular, for outward commuting, 

predominantly to the Melbourne Central Business District (CBD) and for incoming 

commuting to new job opportunities, shopping, social/recreational and other 

travel. Upgraded public transport services are therefore essential for the effective 

and ongoing development of Doncaster Hill. Prioritising road space to provide 

safe and amenable areas for pedestrians, cyclists, public transport and local 

vehicular traffic is crucial to the success and viability of this urban village.  
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 Recommendation 44: Plan for public transport accessibility, including tram stop 
upgrades 
Supported. Funding should be included to build DDA compliant connecting paths 

to access tram and bus stops, including safe crossing facilities, as appropriate.  

Infrastructure provision and accessible paths to public transport facilities, 

particularly in challenging topography and with an ageing population in 

Manningham, must be improved    

 

 Recommendation 51: Incorporate congestion pricing into all new metropolitan 
freeways, bridges and tunnels 
Recommendation 52: Trial full scale congestion pricing in inner Melbourne 

Unless vast improvements to public transport are made so that all people have 

accessible, safe, frequent and well connected services, sufficient to provide a 

realistic alternative to private car travel, the introduction of congestion pricing on 

freeways would severely disadvantage residents of Manningham.  

 

 Recommendation 62: Reshape the metropolitan bus network 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) style service between Manningham and Melbourne’s 

Central Business District was referenced in the original Strategy. It is 

disappointing to note that the BRT is not referenced in the current draft update 

Strategy. 

 

The demand for bus and public transport services between Manningham and the 

CBD has seen a significant growth in recent years, with demand expected to rise. 

The Doncaster Area Rapid Transit buses that travel along the busy Doncaster 

Road, Eastern Freeway, Hoddle Street and into the city have experienced 

overcrowding and saturation with their reliability compromised by traffic 

congestion on the local road and freeway network. 

It is recommended that IV include in the Strategy the provision of a Bus Rapid 

Transit (BRT) network between Manningham and the CBD to meet current and 

future growth in patronage. 

 

 Recommendation 63: Connect suburban jobs through premium buses and road 
upgrades 
Council requests a station at Doncaster Hill to be included in Stage One of 

Suburban Rail Loop. 

The Eastern Freeway is the major radial road facility, but its western connections 

are chronically congested in peak periods. This congestion has been exacerbated 

by extra regional car and truck traffic loads when East Link was completed and 

connected. Much of the daily travel is commuting into the Melbourne CBD and 

without passenger rail access and with Eastern Freeway bus services operating 

at capacity in peak periods, most commuting is by car.  
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 Recommendation 70: Expand and upgrade Melbourne’s outer suburban road 
network 
Supported. The road upgrade program should include middle suburb councils, 

like Manningham Council. We strongly consider the Government should 

commence business case investigation for road corridor upgrade projects such as 

Springvale Road duplication and the Northern Arterial Route link. 

 

 Recommendation 73: Set targets to grow social housing 
Supported. We consider targets need to be set for all income groups, ie social 

housing, very low, low and medium income households. It is noted that these 

targets cannot be achieved unless there are statutory planning mechanisms, 

including inclusionary zoning. At the moment, Councils have to ‘negotiate’ with 

developers, and there is no guarantee that a developer will provide ‘affordable 

housing’ as defined in the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 

 

However, it is particularly pleasing to see Victoria currently having the lowest 

proportion of social housing dwellings in Australia, at 3.0 per cent of all dwellings 

compared to the national average of 4.2 per cent. 

We thank you once again for the opportunity to comment and look forward in anticipation 

to the release of the final Strategy.  

If you would like further information or to discuss this letter please do not hesitate to 

contact me on  

Yours sincerely 
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