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Victorian Government Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy 
South Gippsland Shire Council Response 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Victorian Government’s Draft 
30-Year Infrastructure Strategy. 
 
Council considers the Strategy critical for our current and future community and 
visitors to our Shire. We recognise the considerable work undertaken to prepare 
the Strategy and to conduct the consultation process. 
 
Our Administrators and staff have closely considered the Draft Strategy and the 
associated documents and we have taken the opportunity to participate in the 
Regional forums. 
 
Council endorses the direction of the Draft Strategy and the key themes and 
recommendations. 
 
The Draft Strategy is highly consistent with the South Gippsland Council Plan. 
 
We are currently developing new Economic Development and Visitor Economy 
Strategies. The Draft Infrastructure Strategy has been discussed with our 
Strategy Advisory Groups and its directions will be factored into their 
development. 
 
Specific Comments 
 
Council notes in particular the recommendations for Regional areas, which 
virtually all have significant relevance for South Gippsland. 
 
Some particular comments regarding the recommendations. 
 
• Recommendation 01 Deliver funding certainty for regional road maintenance and 

upgrades. With no rail network, South Gippsland is essentially dependent on 
the road network for private, public and industry transport movements. Due 
to our topography, high rainfall and high proportion of heavy vehicle 
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movements, we have strong maintenance pressures on the network and 
strongly support this recommendation. 

 
• Recommendations 04 Continue to address regional Victoria’s digital connectivity 

gaps and 13 Improve resilience of regional telecommunications infrastructure 
are particular challenges for South Gippsland due to our topography, large 
number of small towns and high proportion of residents who live outside of 
towns on farms. We recognise the significant expenditure that has occurred 
so far but the demand for services is ever increasing and working 
arrangements due to COVID have stretched services further. 

 
• Recommendations 08 Plan for future investment in regional nature-based 

tourism infrastructure and 09 Boost tourism infrastructure by allowing more 
national parks to grant long leases, have particular relevance to South 
Gippsland as a primarily nature-based tourism market and the home of 
Wilsons Promontory National Park. Council would in-principle endorse 
longer-term leases, so long as there is scope for appropriate community 
input into the approvals process. 

 
• Recommendation 12 Reform regional public transport to meet local needs is a 

particular concern for our community and recognised in the current Council 
Plan and we are pleased to see this in the recommendations. South 
Gippsland has significant land area and many small towns and there are 
very few public transport options, particularly for inter town and intra-town 
services other than the V/Line regional services. We are keen to investigate 
alternative options such as the use of school bus network to add to the 
public transport options. 

 
The Infrastructure Priorities for the Region Document specifically notes our 
issue with providing transport for vocational education students between 
Bass Coast and South Gippsland Shires. We recognise the significant 
support received so far from the Victorian Government for this but a 
permanent solution to issue is required. 

 
• Recommendation 19: Support regional councils to update, repurpose or retire 

outdated community infrastructure. This is a critical issue for Council but 
needs to be also linked to funding for ongoing asset maintenance, a 
significant cost for all LGAs but particularly smaller ones. 

 
• Council notes that the Strategy has an emphasis on justifying infrastructure 

bids by using an area’s current economic comparative advantage. We also 



 

 

note that South Gippsland’s strength in Agriculture is used as the case study 
on this topic in Infrastructure Priorities for the Region document. This 
approach has strong merit but we believe there also needs to be a 
mechanism to support the development of emerging industries, that have 
yet to reach critical mass. These sectors may provide the next generation of 
jobs and economic growth but there could be unintended consequence of 
locking out new and innovative sectors by the comparative advantage 
approach. Mechanisms to achieve this could be through sectors identified in 
local and regional Economic Development Strategies or industries 
demonstrating substantial percentage growth in gross value add. 

 
• There is a currently unknown impact of people relocating from Melbourne 

during COVID to coastal towns and other small localities in regional areas. If 
this is a permanent issue, it may require a substantial infrastructure 
response that has not yet been accounted for. 

 
Council looks forward to working closely with Infrastructure Victoria on the 
implementation of the adopted Strategy. 
 

For further information please contact Ken Fraser, Coordinator Economic 
Development on kenf@southgippsland.vic.gov.au or 5662 9277. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

Kerryn Ellis 
Chief Executive Officer 
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