
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBMISSION BY CARDINIA SHIRE COUNCIL – DRAFT 30 YEAR INFRASTRUCTURE STRATGEY  
 
Cardinia Shire Council appreciates the opportunity to make a submission in relation to the draft 30 
year – Infrastructure Strategy.  The following submission relates to the South East Airport that is 
identified in Plan Melbourne is not referenced in the draft strategy  
 
South East Melbourne Airport  
 
The case for and location of a South East Melbourne Airport (SEMA) was identified in Victoria’s 
metropolitan planning strategy, Plan Melbourne, to help rebalance growth between Melbourne and 
regional Victoria and ensure a more liveable and connected city.  The Infrastructure Strategy does 
not reference the need for a SEMA.  It is considered that this is a key piece of future infrastructure 
for Melbourne and should be included in the strategy.   
 
The South East Region, with a population of 2.1 million people, is evolving into the backbone of 
Melbourne’s integrated, service based economy. Two of Melbourne’s most significant national 
employment clusters are based in Monash and Dandenong South, employing over 100,000 people 
and contributing billions to the state economy each year. The closure of automotive manufacturing in 
Dandenong and Geelong in 2017 has caused a loss of around 20,000 jobs.  It has also caused the 
collapse of at least 60 automotive supply businesses, shrinking Victoria’s traditional manufacturing 
base from 16% of GDP 25 years ago, to just 5%. 
 
The development of an airport in Melbourne South East will create an average of almost 1,000 FTE 
construction jobs per year for the life of the project and more than 6,000 ongoing jobs on site at the 
airport by 2035.  This will support Melbourne’s population growth and help keep its status as one of 
the world’s most liveable cities South East Melbourne Airport (SEMA) will become a gateway to 
Gippsland and Tasmania’s natural tourism strengths.  SEMA will bring air travel closer to 2.1 million 
people.  
 
The location of a SEMA will significantly reduce the number of vehicles travelling from Melbournes 
south east to Tullamarine Airport.  Some residents will save over 2 hours in travel time and reduce 
travel congestion.  
 
The South East Melbourne Airport will also open Gippsland’s food and agricultural sector to the 
world, relieve transport congestion as an alternative to Tullamarine Airport  and be Australia’s most 
efficient and cost effective airport with access from two highways and potential rail connection 
 
The South East Melbourne Airport will:  
• Improve access to business and tourism markets within reasonable travel time • Help meet 
Australia’s forecast demand for airport infrastructure  
• Provide a jobs buffer for a region hit by decline in traditional manufacturing 
 
Not only will the international airport help unlock the potential of the region’s fresh food and 
agricultural industries, it will also spur a renaissance in tourism.  By steadily delivering an anticipated 
five million passengers a year by 2031 on the doorstep of Phillip Island, the Mornington Peninsula, 
the Dandenongs and the Victorian Alps, the potential of Gippsland tourism will be opened to new 
domestic and international markets.  The South East Melbourne Airport will also be a gateway to 
Tasmania, with all of its natural tourism attractions. 
 



 

 

Most international cities with a population similar to Melbourne have two airports that can take 
international travel.  Tullamarine airport may soon experience travel curfews where flights will not be 
able to land between midnight and 6am.  If this occurs a second airport in Melbourne is critical for us 
to remain a globally competitive city.   


