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Victoria’s Draft 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy  

26 February 2021 

  

On behalf of the Murray River Group of Councils (MRGC), thank you for the opportunity to make 
this submission to Victoria’s Draft 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy. I am pleased to provide the 
following information for your consideration and hope it will assist Infrastructure Victoria in 
finalising the Strategy.  

The MRGC would welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission with Infrastructure Victoria 
to clarify or expand on any of the issues raised in it. 
 
Sincerely 

 
 

 

About the Murray River Group of Councils 

The Murray River Group of Councils comprises six Local Councils in northern Victoria: Mildura, 
Swan Hill, Gannawarra, Loddon, Campaspe and Moira Councils, covering an area of 47,194 

km2.  The Group has been working together 
on shared issues on behalf of our communities 
since 2007.  

The region is home to 161,000 Victorians, living 
in regional cities like Mildura, regional centres 
like Swan Hill, smaller rural towns like Boort or 
Quambatook and growing border towns like 
Echuca-Moama and Yarrawonga-Mulwala.  

Agriculture and food manufacturing are the 
key drivers of our regional economy. 
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Combined these sectors account for one in four jobs and around 40 percent of the region’s 
$20.8 billion economic output. The Group advocates jointly on issue of shared interest to our 
member councils on behalf of our communities.  

The MRGC acts primarily as an advocacy body on behalf of our northern Victorian communities. 
The Group works to understand and prioritise regional issues that are of importance to all our 
member councils.  

Our key advocacy issues are: 

Water reform – focusing on the balanced implementation of the Murray Darling Basin Plan and 
achieving the best environmental, social and economic outcomes possible 

Energy – seeking the urgent upgrade of the northern Victorian electricity transmission network in 
order to unlock the huge potential of our region to generate renewable energy 

Digital Connectivity – working to identify and take advantage of opportunities for investment to 
tackle mobile phone blackspots and enable reliable high-speed internet to businesses and 
residents across the region 

Tourism – advocate for identified and prioritised regional tourism infrastructure priorities that will 
grow visitation and develop the tourism industry for the Murray River region  

 

General Comments 

The MRGC congratulates Infrastructure Victoria on the Draft 30 year Infrastructure Strategy for 
Victoria and welcomes many of its recommendations and particularly the significant focus on 
regional Victoria.  

We are especially pleased to see that many of the recommendations made by Infrastructure 
Victoria mirror the regional advocacy priorities that have been agreed by the MRGC. These 
priorities have been agreed by all six member councils and are critical to the long term 
prosperity and liveability of our region.  

While member councils will make independent submissions, this submission reflects the shared 
interests of the six councils across the 21 percent of Victoria that is covered by our LGAs.  

 

Comments on Recommendations relevant to the MRGC 
Key Regional Priorities 

Energy 
 
Recommendation 2 - Augment electricity transmission for renewable energy and resilience.  
Support augmentation of critical electricity transmission infrastructure by 2027-28 to accommodate new 
renewable energy generation and improve network resilience. 



P a g e  | 3 
 

The MRGC strongly supports this recommendation. MRGC has been advocating for urgent 
investment in the transmission network in northern Victoria to unlock the huge renewable energy 
potential of the region. Currently there are planning permits granted across MRGC councils for 
projects that would generate over 4GW of renewable energy. Transmission infrastructure 
constraints are slowing progress on delivery of these projects and, without a clear pathway to 
augmented transmission infrastructure, much of this potential could be lost.   

MRGC strongly supports the Kerang Link (VNI-7) route for the new transmission line and supports 
the State Government investing directly in early works to facilitate this project. Local 
Government engagement in these works is critical. MRGC member councils have the local 
knowledge and existing relationships with northern Victorian communities and renewable 
energy proponents that are vital to the timely rollout of new transmission infrastructure.   

Recommendation 3 - Identify and coordinate priority Renewable Energy Zones  
Immediately identify and coordinate the development of priority Renewable Energy Zones, especially in the state’s 
northwest. 

MRGC strongly supports this recommendation and welcomes the Victorian Government’s 
budget announcement of funding for the development of the REZs. MRGC is keen to see the 
Murray REZ in the North West and the Central North Victorian REZ developed as soon as possible.  

MRGC notes that the Victorian Government has allocated significant funding for the 
development of Renewable Energy Zones which is welcome.  

As noted, strategic land use planning is critical to the successful development of REZ. MRGC s 
and MRGC would welcome early engagement with Local Government by the Victorian State 
Government and AEMO.  

Recommendation 6 -Make Victorian Government buildings more energy efficient. 
Immediately mandate stronger minimum energy efficiency standards in both owned and leased Victorian 
Government buildings and set and report against retrofitting targets. 

MRGC supports this recommendation. However, it could be expanded to include Local 
Government, particularly in regional areas where State and Local Government infrastructure are 
in close proximity and are, or could be, co-located. It could also be expanded to consider 
powering Government infrastructure with renewable energy generated “behind the meter” 
through distributed rooftop solar systems on Local, State or Federal government assets.  

Recommendation 81: Upgrade power supply for agriculture and regional manufacturing 
In the next five years, contribute toward strategic power supply infrastructure upgrades for agriculture and 
regional manufacturing, where an independent assessment demonstrates significant potential for increased 
productivity, competitiveness and growth.  

MRGC supports this recommendation. Agriculture and food manufacturing drive our regional 
economy in northern Victoria. Reliable and affordable energy is vital to enable the ongoing 
competitiveness of our industries. 
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Water 
 

Recommendation 14 -Strengthen agricultural water security by modernising irrigation.   
During the next 30 years, contribute funding toward planning and delivery of irrigation modernisation projects 
across regional Victoria. 

MRGC supports this recommendation.  Irrigation infrastructure investment in recent decades 
($2bn State and Federal in the GMID alone) has been significant. However, this investment 
came off a background of ageing assets and was driven by two significant factors: the risk to 
Melbourne’s water supply of the millennium drought and water recovery for the Murray Darling 
Basin Plan. These drivers led to the irrigation modernisation programs having mixed, and 
sometimes conflicting, incentives.  

Continued investment in existing irrigation districts will be required once the full impact of the 
Basin Plan is evident. MRGC has been calling for co-ordinated government policy and funding 
across State and Federal Governments to ensure that Victoria’s irrigated agriculture sector can 
continue to produce food and fibre into the future.  

Digital Connectivity  
 
Recommendation 80 - Continue to address regional Victoria's digital connectivity gaps 
In the next five years, continue delivering regional digital connectivity improvements, and review the need for 
further government investment following the roll-out of the Digital Future Now initiative. 

MRGC fully supports this recommendation. Improved digital connectivity – mobile phone and 
internet speed and reliability, is vital to the future prosperity and liveability of our region.  

Victorian State Government (and Local Government) assets, (tall structures, antennae or 
towers), including those on crown land, should be identified and if possible utilised for digital 
connectivity infrastructure. Efforts should be made by Government agencies to efficiently 
provide approvals in these cases.  

 
Recommendation 86 - Improve resilience of regional telecommunications infrastructure 
In the next 10 years, develop more resilient regional telecommunications infrastructure so communities can stay 
safe during emergencies, including greater network redundancy and back-up power supply. 

MRGC supports this recommendation. Our region has been affected by severe flooding – most 
recently in the 2011 event. Telecommunications and electricity infrastructure were affected and 
community effort protected Kerang terminal station. Investment in flood mitigation 
infrastructures and resilience for the telecommunications network across the region would be 
welcomed.   

 

Tourism 
 
Recommendation 82 - Plan for future investments in regional nature-based tourism Infrastructure 
In the next five years, develop a Victorian nature-based tourism strategy to guide industry development and 
prioritise further investments. 
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Recommendation 83 - Develop a Victorian Aboriginal tourism strategy  
Partner with Traditional Owners to develop a Victorian Aboriginal tourism strategy in the next five years to guide 
future Aboriginal tourism investments, including through Joint Management Plans. 

Recommendation 84 - Boost tourism infrastructure by allowing more national parks to grant long leases 
Attract investment in Victoria’s regional tourism industry by immediately allowing more national parks to grant 
leases for up to 49 years for infrastructure proposals that meet specific criteria and complement environmental 
and heritage values. 

While the strategy development outlined in these recommendations is ultimately required, 
MRGC would also like to see more tangible infrastructure outcomes from a 30 year plan for 
tourism infrastructure investment. 

MRGC supports increased investment in tourism infrastructure by directly investing in developing 
new or enhancing existing visitor experiences, and by developing infrastructure that unlocks 
destinations and attracts further investment.   

Examples of these that have been successful in our region include the Heart of The Murray 
Experience at Swan Hill that has enhanced the Pioneer Village as a destination and the 
development of Koondrook Warf which has attracted private sector investment in the town and 
has underpinned the development of new eco-tourism offerings.  

Tourism operators in our region are currently constrained due to limitations in digital connectivity. 
Bookings systems, Point of Sale and marketing technologies rely on high speed reliable mobile 
phone and broadband coverage. Investment (as suggested in Recommendation 80) in new 
digital connectivity infrastructure is critical for our Murray region tourism industry to grow.  

Access to tourism destinations will require investment in the coming years. Investment in regional 
roads is essential and Recommendation 77 – to fund ongoing maintenance of regional roads 
and bridges – is very welcome. Within our Murray River parks, many access roads to nature 
based tourism destinations are below standard and in some cases, consolidation of a number of 
below standard roads could be undertaken to provide fewer higher grade roads.  

Associated investment in towns which are destinations themselves or are adjacent to nature 
based tourism destinations is also required. Parking, waste management, toilets and signage are 
all practical facilities that require capital and maintenance investment over the long term to 
underpin a thriving tourism industry.  

 

Other recommendations supported by MRGC 

77. Deliver funding certainty for regional road maintenance and upgrades 
Within two years, specify clear levels of service for each type of regional road and bridge. Following this, dedicate 
an ongoing program to fund regional road and bridge maintenance and upgrades to meet these service levels. 
Funding should be prioritised based on improving safety, decreasing vehicle emissions, and lifting economic 
productivity. 

MRGC supports this recommendation. This work should include assets owned by water 
authorities; for example, bridges and culverts over irrigation channels, that form part of the road 
network. Currently there are water authority assets within roads critical to efficient freight 
movement that are not HPV (B-double) rated. This is restricting the movement of produce from 
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farm-gate to market and adding costs to farmers and consumers.   Consideration should be 
given to revising the funding eligibility criteria to allow these structures to be upgraded for the 
efficient movement of food and fibre in Victoria.    

 

78. Revise the Murray Basin Rail project plan 
Immediately revise the Murray Basin Rail project plan, informed by the project's business case review. 

 

79. Fund an ongoing regional rail freight maintenance program  

Immediately fund an ongoing periodic regional freight rail maintenance program, informed by a publicly available 
network asset management plan. 

MRGC supports these recommendations that will improve physical connectivity across our 
region.  

 

Conclusion 

 
MRGC would be happy to meet with you to expand on, discuss or clarify any of the issues 
contained within this submission. To do so, please contact  at 

or  

 

 




