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Dear Sir/ Madam 

VICTORIA’S DRAFT 30-YEAR INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY SUBMISSION 

Please find attached Mildura Rural City Council’s submission to Victoria’s Draft 30-
Year Infrastructure Strategy. 

Council considered this at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 24 February 2021, 
and resolved to approve the attached submission. 

Mildura Rural City Council appreciates that Infrastructure Victoria have reflected 
priorities for regional communities.  

If you require any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me on  
 or email: . 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

enc 

Victoria 
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4 Executive Summary Productivity for regional 

businesses, open up new 

industry growth opportunities 

and improve access to jobs, 

health, education and social 

services for regional 

communities.  

Little mention of interstate infrastructure use and reliance. 

There seems to be a focus on a State approach which doesn't 

provide any reduction in constraints for border communities. 

This is especially demonstrated if/ with ongoing border 

closures/ events. 

Limited mention on the reliance and interaction between 

border communities – employment, health services, 

education, tourism etc. 

5 Recommendation 01 Recommendation 01: Deliver 

funding certainty for regional 

road maintenance and 

upgrades 

Within two years, specify clear 

levels of service for each type 

of regional road and bridge. 

Following this, dedicate an 

ongoing program to fund 

regional road and bridge 

maintenance and upgrades to 

meet these service levels. 

Funding should be prioritised 

based on improving safety, 

decreasing vehicle emissions, 

and lifting economic 

productivity. 

A road maintenance hierarchy 

specifying the levels of service, 

or desired condition, of 

regional roads will provide a 

transparent framework so that 

Continued “Roads To Recovery” funding program is a good 

example of how this can be achieved. Support for this 

program to continue. 

There needs to be more emphasis on road and network 

funding in the regional context. 

There needs to also be a heightened realisation of the 

financial impost to regional and rural communities given the 

road network and increased distance. 
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every road is maintained in a 

condition suitable for its 

intended purpose. Long-term 

funding certainty will ensure 

that investments can be 

prioritised more efficiently to 

support economic and social 

outcomes. 
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5&6 Recommendations 08, 09 

and 10 

 
Tourism/Public Transport  

 

The Infrastructure Victoria (IV) report rarely mentions 

passenger rail (regionally for Victoria and more specifically in 

the Mildura context) within the 30 year infrastructure outlook, 

which is an oversight.  This is despite the vast majority of the 

47 respondents citing regional transport connectivity as a key 

priority in the regions. 

It is noted that IV’s key view to address rail infrastructure is 

aligned with freight investment & localised transport 

connectivity, as their immediate priority. 

 

As far as tourism is concerned, the 4 out of 22 draft 

recommendations contained in the Executive Summary, seem 

to be focussed on nature based tourism, without any critical 

investment in passenger services to actually get visitors into 

and across the regions. (refer below).  

 

Recommendation 12 (page 71-75 of the report) does pickup 

effectively on the feedback provided, in terms of some of the 

social disadvantages having poor public transport connectivity 

with the rest of the State is concerned. 

 

It also mentions the four-year Flexible Local Transport 

Solutions Program, that we (as a region) have had access to, 

to help with one-off funding to deliver tailored, demand-

responsive and point to point transport services in regional 

areas. This has primarily been the work and discussions 

undertaken with DoT though there have been very limited 

funding success stories  
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It is noted that the report states, ‘funding is time-limited, and 

imposes a heavy burden on communities to demonstrate 

feasibility, innovation, and social, economic and sustainability 

benefits’.  

 

As a member of the Murray Region Group of Councils - 

continue to encourage the implementation of better regional 

transport infrastructure (as a region and across the State) that 

will positively influence visitation & growth with business 

attraction and investment and tourism growth (inclusive of 

recovery), which is also identified in the Murray Region 

Tourism Destination Management Plans. 
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12 Prioritisation Framework  Support industries to be more 

resilient to economic shocks 

and climate change: 

The focus seems to be on the effects of climate change. 
Council acknowledges these impacts and has declared a 
climate change emergency. 
 
We also note that there are many other immediate/ pressing 

issues for businesses that should also be acknowledged in the 

short term.  The COVID pandemic is one such example - 

which has had a significant/ major impact on supply chains 

and markets especially for regional businesses. Recognition 

needs to be given in this 30 year infrastructure plan to assist 

regional businesses in being able to identify and possibly 

secure alternative supply chains and markets in the event of 

similar crisis facing businesses in our cities and regions 

21 3.1.1 Enhancing access and 

productivity 

Well-maintained, fit for purpose 

roads play a critical role for 

regional industries, facilitating 

the movement of freight and 

goods across Victoria and 

interstate while also 

contributing to enhanced 

accessibility and improved 

safety outcomes for 

all road users. 

The increase in size of freight vehicles has a significant impact 

on local roads. Whilst the State Government continues to 

advocate for freight vehicles to have access from "farm gate 

to market", this will continue and increasingly impact on Local 

Government’s ability to fund road upgrades to counteract the 

additional effects these vehicles are having on these roads. 

Whilst State Government does provide funding to deal with 

this impact on "State roads", there needs to be more funding 

available for Local Government to improve the local road 

networks. 
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21 3.1.1 Enhancing access and 

productivity 

Rail facilitates a significant 

proportion of agricultural and 

mining exports in moving 

commodities from regional 

areas to ports, giving the rail 

freight network particular 

importance for the regions. For 

these industries, rail can be a 

more cost effective option than 

road freight when transporting 

bulk commodities over long 

distances. Including rail as part 

of the freight mix can provide 

additional benefits over diesel-

fuelled trucks, helping to 

reduce road maintenance 

costs from road damage 

caused by heavy vehicles and 

congestion in built up areas. 

Rail freight can also contribute 

to reducing traffic accident 

costs, greenhouse gas 

emissions and noise impacts. 

This statement is certainly true but there doesn't seem to be a 

comparable commitment from State Government to support 

this through adequate funding opportunities. 
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22 Recommendation 01: 

Deliver funding certainty for 

regional road maintenance 

and upgrades 

Recommendation 01: Deliver 

funding certainty for regional 

road maintenance and 

upgrades 

Within two years, specify clear 

levels of service for each type 

of regional road and bridge. 

Following this, dedicate an 

ongoing program to fund 

regional road and bridge 

maintenance and upgrades to 

meet these service levels. 

Funding 

should be prioritised based on 

improving safety, decreasing 

vehicle emissions, and lifting 

economic productivity. 

A road maintenance hierarchy 

specifying the levels of service, 

or desired condition, of 

regional roads will provide a 

transparent framework so that 

every road is maintained in a 

condition suitable for its 

intended purpose. Long-term 

funding certainty will ensure 

that investments can be 

prioritised more efficiently to 

support economic and social 

outcomes. 

Supported 
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23 Recommendation 03: 

Revise the Murray Basin 

Rail Project Plan 

Immediately revise the Murray 

Basin Rail Project Plan, 

informed by the project’s 

business case review. 

Needs to be clearly a higher priority. 

25 Recommendation 06: 

Upgrade Victoria’s 

emergency water network 

Immediately assess the 

condition, capacity and 

security of Victoria’s 

emergency water supply point 

network, and upgrade or 

replace inadequate supply 

points. Clarify ongoing 

responsibility for maintenance 

and funding to secure a 

resilient network. Emergency 

water supply points provide 

water for emergency stock and 

domestic purposes during 

severe dry seasonal 

conditions, surface water 

scarcity, and bushfires. 

Need to prevent or at least reduce water trading to businesses 

and organisations that do not intend to use the water but to 

use it as a trading commodity only. 

30 3.2.1 Connecting people 

and services 

Fit for purpose transport 

solutions which allow regional 

Victorians – particularly those 

experiencing disadvantage – to 

access essential services are 

therefore a priority 

Definitely support this comment but the plan is not clearly 

intentioned in practical terms. 
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34 Recommendation 16: Fund 

more Youth Foyers in 

Regional Victoria 

Fund more Youth Foyers in 

Regional Victoria, beginning 

with Geelong (Barwon), 

Wodonga (Ovens Murray) and 

Bendigo (Loddon Campaspe) 

by 2026, to build on existing 

education infrastructure and 

support vulnerable young 

people. Youth Foyers offer 

affordable accommodation and 

support services to improve 

their education, employment 

and housing outcomes as 

young people transition into 

adulthood. 

The Mallee and more specifically Mildura does not feature as 

a high priority area. Both MASP and Haven, the primary 

agencies supporting accommodation needs of our most 

vulnerable community members, have reported the increased 

rate of referral specifically for youth. Our local public housing 

sector is already unable to meet demand and all evidence to 

date indicates youth are amongst those who have been most 

impacted by COVID19, exacerbating and already concerning 

rate of hardship. 

 




