
 

 

Strengthening the capacity and viability of Community Southwest members to build sustainable and resilient local communities. 

Community Southwest is an alliance of not for profit organisations based in Southwest Victoria. 

Community Southwest   210 Timor Street   Warrnambool VIC 3280 Website: www.communitysouthwest.com 

Mobile:  Email:  

 
Monday 8 February 2021 

Victoria’s Draft 30 – Year Infrastructure Strategy Submission 

Draft Recommendation 92 – Build Regional Residential Alcohol and Drug Rehabilitation Facilities 

Community Southwest (CSW) is pleased to provide this letter of support for Draft Recommendation 92 Build 
Regional Residential Alcohol and Drug Rehabilitation Facilities. Community Southwest alliance fully supports 
the development of drug and rehabilitation facilities in the Great South Coast region. We are well aware of 
the considerable efforts of one of our partners Western Region Alcohol and Drug Centre (WRAD) over the 
past four years in lobbying for a local residential treatment response to urgently address an identified 
community need.  Currently clients and families have to travel great distances to receive support to 
overcome their complex needs. 

CSW is an alliance of fifteen incorporated, non-government, not-for-profit, organisations that are based in 
south west Victoria. Members of CSW seek to collaborate at strategic, operational and administrative levels 
to improve delivery of services to the community.  CSW and its member organisations are active 
participants in the provision of health and wellbeing education and social inclusion initiatives that 
contribute to a healthy and sustainable community. The mission of CSW is to strengthen the capacity and 
viability of CSW members to build sustainable and resilient local communities. 

WRAD has well developed wrap around services to support this much needed infrastructure in the region.  
WRAD is a key partner to a range of initiatives within the Great South Coast region and is working with 
other agencies to establish a residential rehabilitation centre.  This facility will add to the existing 
complement of alcohol and other drugs, other health and welfare services that strive to improve the lives of 
those in need of specialist care and support. 

The Great South Coast public and community service organisations have supported this initiative with very 
generous donations to enable the project to commence. Regional Victoria has higher levels of disadvantage 
including drug and alcohol abuse. The higher proportion of regional Victorians experiencing disadvantage 
translates into a higher demand for health and social services. 

This infrastructure is addressing current demand not future demand and tackles socioeconomic 
disadvantage for some of Victoria’s most vulnerable communities. All Victorians should have equal access to 
opportunities regardless of their backgrounds, attributes or locations.  This much needed residential 
rehabilitation facility will provide the resources and capabilities for a good quality of life and reduce 
disadvantage. 

CSW believes that WRAD is well placed to ensure the development and operation of this facility. The 
Lookout will build on their current programs including specialist alcohol and other drug treatment, which 
provide effective and beneficial results for the Great South Coast region. 

While the Great South Coast region has a range of outpatient services, in addition to hospital-based 
detoxification, there is little or no access to the most intensive treatment type, namely residential 
rehabilitation. The Lookout will fill this major gap in the system and further amplify the work already 
underway within the region to reduce drug dependence and the associated social disadvantage. 

CSW commends this project as one which will make a real difference to vulnerable members of the Great 
South Coast region. 



 

 

Strengthening the capacity and viability of Community Southwest members to build sustainable and resilient local communities. 

Community Southwest is an alliance of not for profit organisations based in Southwest Victoria. 

Community Southwest   210 Timor Street   Warrnambool VIC 3280 Website: www.communitysouthwest.com 

Mobile:  Email:  

 

The members of Community Southwest support and endorse this submission: 

 

Organisation Chief Executive Officer Signature 

3 WAY FM   

Brophy Family and Youth Services   

Cooinda Terang Inc.   

Emma House Domestic Violence   

Kyeema Support Services   

Lyndoch Living  

Mpower Inc.   

South West Credit   

Southern Stay Direct Care Services Inc.  

Western District Employment Access  

Women’s Health & Wellbeing Barwon South West  




