
25 February 2021 

 

 

Infrastructure Victoria 

 

Hindmarsh Shire Council submission to draft 30-year Infrastructure 

Strategy. 

 

It is extremely important that a 30 year plan be adopted, however the 

plan must be an achievable deliverable rather than a wish list.  This will 

require commitments from both the State and Federal Governments 

which should be then reflected in their own long term financial plans, and 

not subject to be forgotten or discarded with a change in politics. 

 

1. Deliver funding certainty for regional road maintenance and 

upgrades – Hindmarsh Shire considers this recommendation to 

be imperative to Local Governments so that they are able to 

plan for improvements to our roads networks, to imperative 

connectivity between regions to support the safe traverse of all 

road users, and to support key freight movements.  

Improvements to the rail networks will also assist with this 

strategy. 

2. Revise the Murray Basin Rail project plan 

3. Fund an ongoing rail freight maintenance program 

4. Support regional councils to update, repurpose and retire 

outdated community infrastructure – advocate for funding for 

repairs rather than new builds. 

5. Continue to address regional Victoria's digital connectivity gaps 

– COVID-19 and remote learning have highlighted this as an 

issue for regional Victorian households who do not have access 

to NBN and other communication equipment, disadvantaging 

students, work places, and families.  Regional libraries also 

require better access to internet 

6. Upgrade Victoria’s emergency water network 

7. Upgrade power supply infrastructure for agriculture and 

regional manufacturing and allow for the development of 

renewable energy in Hindmarsh shire 

8. Plan for future investment in regional nature-based tourism 

infrastructure – the recent funding announcements for the Silo 

trails will be a significant boost to the tourism industry, and we 

would encourage the continuation of similar Tourism strategies 

to support our region 
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9. Reform regional public transport to meet local needs – facilitate 

public transport to reflect the user requirements, with a focus 

on regional travel rather than metro travel. 

10. Use innovation to deliver better models of healthcare by the use 

rural schools for children’s specialist and allied telehealth 

services, better mental health services, and substance abuse 

support clinics 

11. Enhance and create access for affordable housing solutions 

 

Hindmarsh Shire Council will also be advocating for a fair distribution of 

services/funding for all local governments based on set guidelines rather 

than party favouritism. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 




