
Infrastructure Victoria 30 year strategy 
Submission  
February 2021 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the development of the Infrastructure 
Victoria 30 year strategy. This represents a very important opportunity to rethink and 
reimagine the future of Victoria towards a fairer, more just and more sustainable State. 
 
I welcome the range and breadth of issues that the draft strategy covers and that 
infrastructure is conceived in broad terms and beyond the physical. I want to comment 
particularly on provisions and recommendations in the strategy relating to the inclusion of 
Aboriginal Victorians, as well as those relating to social housing.  
 
I welcome the inclusion of a recommendation to examine and support Aboriginal 
community-controlled infrastructure and to commence a co-design process with Aboriginal 
communities in Victoria. It is unfortunate that there is no definition and little clarity on what 
is meant by community-controlled infrastructure, and whether this means aspects that 
Aboriginal communities already control (which is very little) or aspects that Infrastructure 
Victoria imagines could be under community-control arrangements in the future. There is 
nothing in the document that provides any context as to how to conceive of this work. It is 
vitally important that the State does not pursue a path that attempts to pass responsibility 
for social infrastructure to Aboriginal communities under a guise of being ‘community-
controlled’ without appropriate and very significant resourcing.  
 
A co-design process is mentioned, and this is welcome in principle yet no information is 
provided as to whether this is an outcome and process sought by Aboriginal communities 
themselves, nor how such a process would be conceived and operationalised. It is vitally 
important to connect any initiative related to this recommendation (72) with the Treaty 
process currently underway. Land is probably the most vital infrastructure for Aboriginal 
people in Victoria, and yet is the component of infrastructure rarely on the table for 
discussion. Access to, control over and ownership of land (or Country) by traditional owners 
and community-controlled organisations is likely of utmost importance, as Aboriginal people 
in Victoria have been saying to Government for close to 200 years. 
 
I welcome the inclusion of provisions and recommendations relating to social housing. It is 
however disappointing that a clearer and more urgent call is not being made for a sustained 
and large-scale increase in the provision of public housing. The Strategy continues a trend 
now prevalent in housing discourse in Australia to use the term ‘social housing’ in a way that 
hides the important differences between non-market housing provided, owned and 
managed by the public through governments, and non-market housing infrastructure 
provided, owned and / or managed by non-government organisations such as the 
community housing sector. Recent research published by AHURI clearly demonstrates that 
when considered as social infrastructure, directly provided public housing is by far the 
fastest and most cost-effective way to deliver equitable, fair and healthy housing to 
everyone. The lack of any clear statement on the importance of public housing as essential 



social infrastructure, along with clear recommendations for a sustained investment pathway 
in public housing, is an omission of serious importance. 
 

 
 
 
 




