
        PLANT BLINDNESS IN VICTORIAN INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY DOCUMENTS. 

 

‘Plant blindness’ is evident in Victoria’s Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy. There is so far 

comparatively little “recognition of the importance of plants in the biosphere and in human affairs” 

to be found in this draft document.   

 

 Plant blindness has been very costly to Victoria over the years. Victoria’s 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy is 

a chance to begin to rectify this long-standing problem. https://www.jstor.org/stable/4450624?seq=1 

 

Europeans arriving in Australia in the eighteenth century barely noticed the trees here and were totally 

oblivious to the fact that they had any value. Governor Phillip immediately began clearing, cutting, 

grubbing and burning trees to change the landscape forever and was blind to the fact that each tree he cut 

down was potentially of  great value to the new colony and its future. 

https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/stories/australian-agricultural-and-rural-life/life-land 

 

Lack of awareness of the existence and value of trees in Australia has continued for the 200 years since and 

has had the calamitous result of Australia being the only country in the developed world to be on the list of 

world hotspots for deforestation in the 2020 WWF report, in which it sadly highlights areas of concern in 

Victoria and Tasmania. https://www.wwf.org.au/knowledge-centre/living-planet-report 

 

Victoria’s Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy needs to amend this problem by having a 

Green Infrastructure Strategy clearly enunciated and included as a priority or guiding 

principle such as the one that can be found on The Devon City Council, UK  and The  

Regional Municipality of York In Ontario Canada’s web sites.  
 

The Devon strategy describes four guiding principles and the first is “Planning for green infrastructure from the 

outset” and a need for it to be a “primary consideration and taken into account at the earliest stage when making 

sustainable development and land management decisions”. https://www.devon.gov.uk/greeninfrastructure/ 

 

Devon City Council does not separate Green infrastructure assets but includes open spaces, parks and gardens, 

allotments, woodlands, fields, hedges, lakes, ponds, playing fields, coastal habitats, as well as footpaths, cycle ways 

or rivers as green infrastructure. Assets involving water can also be called ‘blue infrastructure’.  They are all included 

in the overarching term of ‘green infrastructure’. In Victoria forests are separately ‘managed’ by VicForests and other 

green infrastructure managed by local Councils. Both need to come under the heading of green infrastructure and be 

managed accordingly. 

 

The  Regional Municipality of York In Ontario Canada similarly has a Green Infrastructure Asset Management Plan 

and operates under an authority Titled “Natural Heritage and Forestry Division”. 

https://www.glc.org/wpcontent/uploads/GI_champions_Caledon_Barkovitz.pdf  

This authority oversees the delivery of five programs related to the protection and enhancement of green 

infrastructure and includes both forests and urban green infrastructure.-  

1. York Regional Forest 2. Forest Conservation By-law 3. Greening Strategy 4. Invasive Species Management 5. 

Urban Forestry/Street Trees. 

The York and Devon examples demonstrate an overall approach to green infrastructure as a priority. .Both openly 

display “recognition of the importance of plants in the biosphere and in human affairs” which is the opposite of plant 

blindness.  Dr Greg Moore of Burnley College, Melbourne University, who has written extensively on the topic states 

that “Mature trees are significant assets to our environment and our society regardless of where they occur or 
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whether they are native or exotic.”  Victoria as a whole could take note, as should each individual Shire within the 

state and prioritise Green Infrastructure of all types...  

Baw Baw Shire Council is an example of a peri urban Shire suffering extremely rapid urbanisation. 

 BBSC’s   PSP was designed in 2014. In 2019 the Victorian Government provided funding for first home buyers and as 

Tim Pallas the Treasurer said in Drouin that year “It has helped make the business case for the developers here.” 

https://bawbawcitizen.com.au/news/drouin-development-an-embodiment-of-victorias-housing-policy-treasurer059 

BBSC’s PSP has not provided protection for remnant trees on roadsides and other public areas that happened to be 

in the way of developers and their rush to develop. Funding needs to be available in such situations to remedy this 

and plant blindness in the rush for grey infrastructure to be provided rapidly. 

The implementation of Baw Baw Shire Council policies, services and operations is managed in a strict hierarchical 

manner through three directorates, and two business units which report directly to the Chief Executive Officer. The 

Director of Community Infrastructure has in his purview “Fleet and depot support, Open space maintenance, 

Infrastructure delivery and maintenance, Asset management, Civil Asset planning, Road maintenance, Recreation 

and Environmental resource recovery. 

file:///C:/Users/ /AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/

Organisation-Structure-January-2021%20(1).pdf 

 There is no reference to green infrastructure and its protection and management or anything similar. Green 

infrastructure is definitely not a guiding principle or primary consideration as it is in Devon where Guiding Principle 

Number One is “Planning for green infrastructure from the outset”. 

Some ideas that could be incorporated into relevant areas of strategic planning if Green Infrastructure were to be 

a priority... 

A. Dr. Greg.Moore provides splendid guidance for around twenty recommendations for a future green 

infrastructure strategy for urban and peri urban areas in his paper and demonstrates its economic 

advantages. https://202020vision.com.au/media/1021/moore-urbantreesworthmorethantheycost.pdf 

B. CLIMATE CHANGE, VICTORIA AND TREES. The value of trees in mitigating climate change is overlooked in 

favour of solar panels and wind turbines. Plant blindness has caused this to be missed. 

C. VICTORIAN LOGGING- alternatives to industrial scale logging of our forests for paper.  The Great Victorian 

Forest Park for western central Victoria https://www.greatforestnationalpark.com.au/ and Emerald Link in 

the east of Victoria https://www.emeraldlink.com.au/need to be incorporated into Victoria’s Thirty Year 

Infrastructure Strategy under green infrastructure. 

D. The Greening the City Project is fabulous for Melbourne, but needs to be extended to cities and towns 

throughout the state. https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/greening-the-city/urban-

nature/Pages/greening-the-city-project.aspx 

E. BIO MONITORING TREES https://www.whichplantwhere.com.au/blog/biomonitoring-webinar-materials/ 

F. Prof Sarah Bekesy RMIT: “Need for computer-based inventories of trees and forests that, provide full and 

comprehensive information including identity, location, age, condition and monetary value This value raises 

the status of the tree to that of an asset, and allows for the proper recognition of trees in the decision 

making processes by those who may fail to recognize the inherent value of the tree. Offsetting takes away 

natural history from the site/place/development”  

G.  ONSETTING IS planting where people are going to live or currently live. It is cheaper and better to onset not 

offset as part of reframing nature as the PRIMARY positive not the last thing ·  

The Summary of Relevant Recommendations in the Draft Infrastructure Victoria Strategy contains 

excellent recommendations including  Recommendations 37 and 71, but they do not adequately address 

the issue of plant blindness Green infrastructure needs to be recognised as equal to grey infrastructure and 

appointed primary consideration in the document and to become recommendation number one.  

 

 

https://bawbawcitizen.com.au/news/drouin-development-an-embodiment-of-victorias-housing-policy-treasurer059
file:///C:/Users/Joan/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/Organisation-Structure-January-2021%20(1).pdf
https://202020vision.com.au/media/1021/moore-urbantreesworthmorethantheycost.pdf
https://www.greatforestnationalpark.com.au/
https://www.emeraldlink.com.au/
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/greening-the-city/urban-nature/Pages/greening-the-city-project.aspx
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/greening-the-city/urban-nature/Pages/greening-the-city-project.aspx
https://www.whichplantwhere.com.au/blog/biomonitoring-webinar-materials/


Recommendations 37 and 71 need to be addressed in this revised context. They are presently buried in 

the document. 

37. Develop an interconnected open space network -, to create an interconnected open space network and 

extend Melbourne's urban tree canopy.  

71. Target 30% tree canopy coverage in new growth areas - Achieve 30% tree canopy coverage in new 

growth areas by mandating coverage during precinct development. Fund relevant Victorian Government 

agencies and local government to plant, replace and maintain canopy trees. 

 

Plant blindness is neither universal nor inevitable. “Although our human brains may be wired for plant 

blindness, we can overcome it with greater awareness,” Schussler says. And we need to do this as quickly 

as we can. We cannot afford another two centuries of destruction in Victoria of our beautiful natural green 

world because of ignorance and lack of recognition of its true value in the biosphere and human affairs. The 

value of trees in mitigating climate change cannot be over-looked any longer. 

Funding, guidance and direction is needed from the Victorian State Government to 

prioritise green infrastructure and should be the first recommendation in the Victorian 

30- year Infrastructure Strategy. Both York and Devon have online strategies and plans 

that provide excellent templates for such a strategy for Victoria. 

 




