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22 February 2021 
 
 

 
Infrastructure Victoria 
Level 33, 140 William Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
By email:  
 
 
Dear Michel, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity for Master Builders Victoria (MBV) to provide feedback to Victoria’s Draft 
30-Year Infrastructure Strategy. 
 
MBV represents approximately 6,500 stakeholders from across the building and construction industry, 
including large and small builders and tradespeople across the domestic and commercial sectors, as well as 
apprentices, suppliers, and manufacturers. The building and construction industry is the backbone of 
Victoria’s economy, with the sector being the largest full-time employer within the state and the biggest 
industry in terms of the number of businesses.  
 
MBV largely supports Infrastructure Victoria’s strategy. The proposals will go a long way to making Victoria 
future-ready by investing in significant public infrastructure to address the changing way our state’s energy 
needs are being generated and distributed. MBV also welcomes the initiatives to deal with waste and 
recycling and increase growth in existing areas, while recognising that this needs to be supported with 
better infrastructure.  
 
MBV is also supportive of the strategy to manage urban change. In particular, the promotion of good 
density by reviewing current planning settings to ensure more housing is provided in established areas will 
create more affordable homes and prevent greater urban sprawl. The recommendation to change and 
apply planning rules to provide more affordable rental housing for those with very low incomes is also 
welcomed and will do much in alleviating social inequalities.  
 
MBV is pleased to see that gas free housing estates are being considered as an option, especially as we are 
seeing an increase in all electric households. We note that the requirement in Victoria to fit gas boosted 
solar hot water or a rainwater tank should be removed (3.12.0(a)).  
 
However, MBV is concerned to see the move to 7-Star and then 8-Star. This process needs to be carefully 
considered as we are seeing modeling from researchers in this field showing a significant risk of increased 
condensation and mould in Australian Buildings (Nath et al, 2019). This poses a significant risk to people’s 
health and well-being and will also result in damage to the buildings structure. Before these changes occur, 
the building code must be updated, and industry knowledge increased to eliminate this risk. Otherwise a 
repeat of the problems that occurred in New Zealand, and the United Kingdom before then, could present 
a risk here in Victoria.  
 
The design and construction of houses becomes increasingly restricted as the energy efficiency 
requirements increase. Therefore, MBV suggests that the NatHERS assessment pathway be broadened to 
include a true whole of house rating that includes appliances, lights and the contribution of onsite 



   
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

renewable energy. In this manner, the same outcomes can be achieved (e.g. carbon zero) without risking 
health consequences to building occupants, unduly restricting design or adding unnecessary cost.  
 
Increasing the required NatHERS rating also increases the importance of the lot lay out and building siting. 
It becomes critical that the houses can be constructed to ensure that there is solar access to the living 
areas. This means that, when subdivisions are developed, building sites must be laid out so that they all 
have good solar access. It is encouraging to see that this was noted by the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning, in the recently released, Environmentally Sustainable Development of Buildings 
and Subdivisions - A roadmap for Victoria’s planning system.     
 
MBV highly commends public investment in infrastructure at a state level, which is especially important in 
ensuring a strong post COVID-19 recovery for Victoria. We look forward to working together to ensure that 
this can occur in the most efficient manner possible.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
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