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1. What is your overall impression of the draft 30-year Infrastructure Strategy Update? (250 
word limit) 

It seems to be a well thought out, comprehensive document 

2. What do you consider to be the key strengths of the draft 30-year Infrastructure Strategy 
Update? (250 word limit) 

Breadth of coverage of different areas, long-term focus - gives me the sense of 'how do I want my 
grandkids to experience Victoria', which I think is the right focus, rather than on short-term 
initiatives more tailored to the election cycle. 
 
3. Do you have any general suggestions for improving the draft 30-year Infrastructure Strategy 

Update? (250 word limit) 

I work in the renewable energy industry, specifically in the pumped hydro field. Given the strong 
support for intermittent renewables provided under VRET, I had been hoping this strategy might 
provide some kind of parallel support for the technologies needed to 'balance' or 'firm' these, such 
as pumped hydro. It would be great (for instance) to see something similar to the thinking in the 
NSW Electricity Infrastructure Roadmap. Failing that, even just the coordinated development of the 
excellent pumped hydro resources in the Ovens Murray REZ (V1). 
 
4. Do you have any suggestions that would assist with implementing the draft 30-year 

Infrastructure Strategy Update? (250 word limit) 

With anything as bold, forward thinking and ambitious as this there has to be a balance at any given 
time between quick wins, that give momentum and credibility, while also moving forward on longer 
term projects. Correctly done, this strategy should provide a bipartisan blueprint that Victorians of 
all ages, professions, political preferences, etc can align behind. 
 
5. Do you have any further comments? (250 word limit) 

I'd welcome the opportunity to discuss any element of the above in greater detail, noting we have 
undertaken a substantial amount of analysis on the benefits that pumped hydro can bring, including: 
- Reducing electricity prices as soon as they are built 
- Addressing the emerging issue of low/negative daytime load in the medium term as wind and solar 
deployment continue to accelerate 
- Providing system strength and inertia to (cheaply) support more wind and solar 
- 'Smoothing' wind and solar output to enable a cheaper transmission network  
- Providing significant jobs and investment in regional communities, with larger local content than 
any other energy generation technology 
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