
 

 

West Wimmera Shire Council 

Submission on Victoria’s 30-year infrastructure strategy 

West Grampians pipeline project – Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water is the project 
lead here - $100 million project to provide water surety to farmers west of the Grampians 
and to improve domestic water supply to Edenhope in the face of climate change. 
 

Potable water for all townships – in our Shire only one of seven townships have 
reticulated water that is potable – this will be an issue right across Victoria and regional 
water authorities cannot fund these improvements via cross-subsidisation by existing 
customers so external funding must be sought.  Potable water should be a minimum service 
for all Victorian customers with reticulated water supply. 
 

Sewerage for all townships – only two of our seven townships have a sewerage system 
with the rest still using septic tanks – this is a public health and environmental issue that will 
affect all small rural shires.  We need another big round of the “Small Towns Sewerage 
Scheme” to fund these improvements because regional water authorities cannot fund these 
improvements via cross-subsidisation by existing customers 
 

Elimination of mobile telecommunication gaps throughout the shire – whilst the 
Shire doesn’t have any blackspots as defined by the Commonwealth telecommunications 
department, there are large areas of our Shire (and most of rural Victoria) where mobile 
phone services is not available without a costly aerial in your vehicle or dwelling/building 
(and that still doesn’t address the issue of a person using a hand held handset in an 
emergency situation – eg a farmer working alone).  Resolving this is a major cost for rural 
Victorians – why should rural Victorians have such a second-rate mobile phone system when 
compared with metropolitan and regional Victoria? 
 

Better internet connectivity for the whole shire – much of our Shire has poor internet 
connectivity and residents have to rely on expensive services such as satellite to get even 
basic service. 
 

Major capacity improvements for the statewide electricity distribution network 
to allow WWSC to generate renewable energy and feed it into the grid – this is a 
Victorian issue.  Our shire is on the very fringe of the Victorian electricity network and is 
subject to much more variability of supply than in regional and metropolitan settings.  
Another consequence is that even if we generated significant quantities of renewable 
electricity, we could not feed it into the state system because of capacity constraints.  Rural 
Victoria has the capacity to generate huge quantities of renewable electricity to power our 
regional and metropolitan centres, if the electricity infrastructure system was upgraded to 
allow this. 
 

Innovative housing projects including social housing – the populations in 
metropolitan and regional centres are expanding rapidly but rural Victoria could take some 
of this expansion (we have more jobs available than workers – our unemployment level is 
below 3%) but rural Councils including us need assistance with key infrastructure. 
 

Road funding upgrades – roads are the link from farm to port and need better funding to 
accommodate today’s heavy vehicles.  VicRoads has been starved of maintenance funding 
for several years and many of its roads are in a terrible state due to under investment.  All 
rural Councils also need more road funding to help close their infrastructure renewal gap.  A 



 

 

return of the country roads and bridges funding program that was around a few years ago 
would be a significant step in the right direction. 
  

Health services improvements – renewal and upgrading of rural health service 
infrastructure will help alleviate the pressure on metropolitan and regional health services.  
If properly coordinated, rural health services could play a really important role in Victoria’s 
overall health care system. 
 

Recreational water for our lakes – Lake Wallace and Lake Charlegrark are important 
tourist attractions. Lake Wallace is as important to Edenhope residents as Lake Wendouree 
is to Ballarat residents.  The mental health benefits of recreational water are even more 
important in isolated rural communities like West Wimmera Shire. 
 

Rail freight improvements to get more agricultural products to port via rail – need 
to finish the projects already running (including the Murray Basin Rail Project) so that we 
can take the freight pressure off state and local government road networks. 
 

Further investment in telehealth and remote tertiary education – COVID has 
highlighted the importance of telehealth and remote education.  Bricks and mortar tertiary 
education has failed miserably in the Wimmera-Southern Mallee so now is the time to invest 
more in remote tertiary education. 
 
More investment in climate adaptation technology – Sustainability Victoria needs to 
drive some innovation and take some risks – try some pilots – sure some will fail but there 
will be significant winners.  Agriculture Victoria also needs to invest more in pilot trials to 
help reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide levels. 
 

Further investment in managing public buildings including the retirement of 
aged infrastructure – Victoria has thousands of aging public buildings.  DELWP and 
Councils need more money to help maintain those that are still required.  In addition, what 
is really required is a project to develop the methodology for empathetically 
helping communities to reach the conclusion that some public buildings are no 
longer required and need to be either sold or demolished. (No Council has been 
able to nail this highly emotive process yet!).  Originally our shire residents 
constructed one public hall within half an hour by horse and cart from each house.  Now we 
only need one public hall within 20 minutes car ride from each house, so we in West 
Wimmera Shire need to decommission around a dozen public halls, and then reinvigorate 
the remaining halls that are still relevant to living in 2021.   
 
 


