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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
Brimbank City Council (Council) welcomes the opportunity to provide Infrastructure Victoria 
(IV) with a Submission in response to the Draft 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy (Draft 
Strategy). 
 
Council acknowledges the challenge in identifying and prioritising infrastructure investment 
in a climate that remains uncertain and unpredictable. Any long-term strategy therefore 
needs to be adaptable, resilient, and be able to recalibrate its strategic focus in response to 
rapid change. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic is not the only challenge facing Victoria right now and over the next 
30 years. Victoria must also respond to other challenges such as climate change, 
technological disruptions, demographic shifts, socio-economic inequity, economic 
dislocations, and natural emergencies. 
 
The purpose of this Submission is to assist IV in its development of the 30 Year 
Infrastructure Strategy for Victoria, and to help determine the appropriate 
recommendations that needs to be included in its final Infrastructure Strategy. 
 
Council’s Submission:  

 Analyses the 95 draft recommendations that are of vital importance to Brimbank and 

the broader Western Region of Melbourne. 

 Provides additional feedback to the recommendations for further development that 

Council considers should be considered in the Strategy, and 

 Identifies recommendations that Council has long advocated for but have not been 

included in the Draft Strategy. 

From a local government perspective, we are seeking a strategy which provides a balanced, 
affordable, and flexible plan as an enabler of better social, economic, and environmental 
outcomes. 
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2. PREAMBLE 

 
At the centre of Australia’s fastest growing region, Brimbank is ideally located to provide 
services, facilities and employment and business opportunities for an expanding population.  
 
Nearly one-third of Victoria’s projected population growth to 2031 is expected to occur in 
the North Western region of Melbourne. The region includes the high-growth Local 
Government Areas of Brimbank, Wyndham and Melton in the west, and Hume in the north. 
 
The combined Brimbank, Wyndham, Melton and Hume areas are the fastest growing part of 
Melbourne with an additional 730,901 residents by 2041. 
 
The City of Brimbank population alone is forecast to grow to 230,187 by 2041. 
 
Brimbank is increasingly becoming a major employment hub for Melbourne’s west. Key 
attributes driving regional growth include a central location, proximity to Melbourne CBD, 
Melbourne Airport, the Port of Melbourne and the Melton and Wyndham growth corridors, 
road and transport connections, and access to a growing labour force and land supply, with 
the second largest gross supply of zoned industrial land in the region. 
 
Brimbank is being transformed by unprecedented public investment, exceeding $1 billion in 
Sunshine alone over the past five years. It is becoming an increasingly attractive place to 
live, work, visit, invest, and conduct business. 
 
In 2019, Council recognised the severe risk to the community of a changing climate, and 
declared a climate emergency. In 2020, Council endorsed the Brimbank Climate Emergency 
Plan, which sets a target for zero net emissions for the Brimbank community by 2040. This 
Plan sets forward actions to reduce the emissions intensity and to improve the resilience of 
Brimbank’s infrastructure.  
 
Councils already have service planning and infrastructure plans which are derived from 
extensive community consultation and have a deep understanding of their communities’ 
future service needs. Examples of these are: 
 

 Municipal Strategic Statements; 

 Council Plans; 

 Annual budgets; 

 Long Term Financial Plans; 

 Rating Strategies; 

 Infrastructure Plans; 

 Economic Development Strategies, and 

 Adopted Structure Plans. 
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There is therefore already a high degree of application by individual councils of the objectives 
contained in IV’s Draft Strategy as councils achieve integrated, balanced and value for money 
solutions to complex needs of current and future communities. 
 
Of particular note is the extensive level of community engagement evident in all the processes 
adopted by local governments. This level of engagement is crucial so that the issues around 
“liveability” are heard and understood by councils in discharging their statutory obligations 
and making informed choices on resource allocation.  
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3. BRIMBANK CITY COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO OPTIONS BY THEME 

 

THEME 1 – CONFRONT LONG TERMS CHALLENGES 

 

1.1 Navigate the energy transition 
 

1. Accelerate the uptake of zero emissions vehicles. 
Within the next five years, require all new public transport buses and coaches, and 
government vehicle fleets, to transition to appropriate zero emissions vehicles where 
available. Incentivise zero emission freight vehicles and develop design standards and 
payment principles for charging infrastructure. Consider other policy levers to phase out 
all internal combustion engine vehicles during the next 30 years. 
 
Partially Agree. Accelerating the uptake of zero emission vehicles should happen within 
a 10-year timeframe. This is considered to be more in line with community expectation 
and market forces in the electric vehicle market. 
 

2. Augment electricity transmission for renewable energy and resilience. 
Support augmentation of critical electricity transmission infrastructure by 2027-28 to 
accommodate new renewable energy generation and improve network resilience. 
 
Agree. 
 

3. Identify and coordinate priority Renewable Energy Zones. 
Immediately identify and coordinate the development of priority Renewable Energy 
Zones, especially in the state’s northwest. 
 
Partially Agree. However, this strategy should not be pursued at the exclusion of other 
potential renewable energy zones, such as closed landfills in urban areas that have 
limited uses. 
 

4. Require 7-star energy-rated new homes in 2022, increasing towards 8 stars by 2025. 
Require all new homes to achieve a minimum 7.0-star NATHERS rating (or equivalent) by 
2022, increasing towards 8.0 stars by 2025, either through the National Construction 
Code or Victorian regulations. 
 
Agree. 
 

5. Mandate a home energy rating disclosure scheme. 
In the next five years, develop an energy efficiency disclosure scheme for the sale or rent 
of homes, to overcome information barriers and encourage energy efficiency 
improvements to existing homes. 
 
Partially Agree. Mandating this disclosure should occur in a shorter timeframe of 2 to 3 
years. 
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6. Make Victorian Government buildings more energy efficient. 
Immediately mandate stronger minimum energy efficiency standards in both owned and 
leased Victorian Government buildings and set and report against retrofitting targets. 
 
Agree. Council requires 5 Star Green Star for all buildings and upgrades greater than 
$5million, and adherence to Environmentally Sustainable Design (ESD) requirements for 
infrastructure less than this amount.  
 

7. Reduce peak electricity use with demand management pricing. 
In the next 10 years, optimise use of existing electricity infrastructure by encouraging 
demand management pricing. 
 
Agree. 
 

8. Allow new gas-free housing estates and review current gas policies. 
Allow new developments to proceed without mandatory gas connection and review all 
gas policies to consider options for future mitigation or transition strategies. 
 
Partially Agree. The strategy of transitioning away from gas and towards electricity, 
generated from renewable sources, should be mandated and gas cease to be used as a 
fuel source.  
 

1.2 Respond to a changing climate 
 

9. Specify climate scenarios and carbon value in assessing infrastructure. 
Immediately update and expand practical instructions on integrating climate-related 
risks into infrastructure assessment, including on future climate scenarios and valuing 
emission reductions. 
 
Partially Agree. With a target to reduce the carbon value of new infrastructure and to 
set zero net emission targets. 
 

10. Strategically review climate consequences for infrastructure. 
Strategically review the climate change consequences for Victoria’s infrastructure needs 
and priorities, commencing in November 2021 after delivering the first set of targets, 
pledges and plan under the Climate Change Act 2017. 
 
Agree. 
 

11. Consider all water supply sources. 
Consider all water sources for supply augmentation, including identifying and addressing 
barriers to recycled drinking water within the next 10 years. When planning for future 
water supply investigate all options including, but not limited to, recycled water, 
seawater desalination, stormwater harvesting and using water pipelines to move water 
between regions. 
 



 

8 | P a g e  

 

Agree. Brimbank currently only has stormwater harvesting as an alternative water 
option.  
 

12. Progress integrated water cycle management. 
Accelerate progress toward an integrated model of water cycle management, starting by 
clarifying policy settings to allow the better use of stormwater and recycled water within 
five years. 
 
Partially Agree. However, a whole of government approach needs to be in place for 
Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) standards and practices. 
 

13. Improve decision-making for urban water investment. 
In the next five years, clearly allocate the roles and responsibilities for urban water 
systems and major supply augmentation planning. 
 
Partially Agree. A much shorter timeframe of 1 to 2 years should be set to achieve this. 
 

14. Strengthen agricultural water security by modernising irrigation. 
During the next 30 years, contribute funding toward planning and delivery of irrigation 
modernisation projects across regional Victoria. 
 
Agree. 
 

15. Upgrade Victoria’s emergency water network. 
Immediately assess the condition, capacity and security of Victoria’s emergency water 
supply point network, and upgrade or replace inadequate supply points. Clarify ongoing 
responsibility for maintenance and funding to secure a resilient network. 
 
Agree. 
 

16. Invest in protecting Victoria’s coasts. 
In the next eight years, invest in coastal protection upgrades and maintenance, including 
beach and dune protection and rehabilitation, and storm surge protection, particularly 
for coastal tourism assets in Barwon, Great South Coast and Gippsland regions. 
 
Agree. 
 

1.3 Embrace technological opportunities 

17. Prepare for increasingly automated vehicle fleets. 
Immediately begin updating transport regulations to allow automated vehicle operation 
on the road network. In the next 10 years, upgrade roads, and communications 
infrastructure to help facilitate increasingly connected and automated vehicles, 
particularly for private and government fleets. Develop policy, business case and land 
use planning guidance to maximise the benefits of automated vehicles. 

 
Partially Agree. However, cyber security considerations will need to form part of any 
future policy. 
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18. Facilitate integration of public transport with new mobility services. 

In the next five years, develop open access ticketing platforms to facilitate integration of 
public transport modes with new mobility services, incorporating better data sharing 
and collection. Remove public transport contract barriers to integration. 
 
Agree. 
 

19. Incorporate personal mobility devices in regulation. 
In the next two years, incorporate nationally consistent rules for personal mobility 
devices in Victorian legislation, develop a standard and state-wide regulatory framework 
for shared mobility schemes, and update existing active transport design standards to 
better accommodate devices. 
 
Agree. 
 

20. Transform road network operations for all current and future modes. 
In the next five years, integrate management systems for different road-based transport 
modes. Allow for real-time management and communication and prepare roads for 
emerging transport technologies. 
 
Agree. 
 

21. Use innovation to deliver better models of health care. 
Within five years, help slow the growth in demand for hospital infrastructure by funding 
a comprehensive state-wide health innovation strategy to promote better models of 
health care. 
 
Agree. 
 

22. Modernise courts through digitisation and contemporary shared facilities. 
Immediately increase court efficiency and meet demand by digitising suitable court 
systems and procedures. Invest in new contemporary, adaptable, multijurisdictional 
court facilities during the next 10 years. 
 
Agree. 
 

23. Improve technology and infrastructure for a responsive police service. 
In the next 10 years, invest in technological capacity to better support a responsive 
police service and deliver infrastructure to enable a contemporary hub-and-spoke 
policing model, co-located wit health and human services where appropriate. 
 
Agree. 
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1.4 Stay connected to global markets 
 

24. Optimise capacity at the Port of Melbourne 
Support efforts to progressively optimise the Port of Melbourne’s capacity, and actively 
take steps to manage amenity implications for community acceptance, as identified in 
our Advice on Securing Victoria’s Ports Capacity. 
 
Agree. 
 

25. Act now to protect the future Bay West Port option. 
Immediately identify and secure land and apply planning protection for transport 
corridors and buffers for a future Bay West Port, particularly future road and rail 
connections within the Urban Growth Boundary and commence environmental 
monitoring. Around 2040, begin detailed planning for the port. 
 
Agree. 
 

26. Purchase land for Melbourne’s future freight terminals. 
In the next five years, buy the land and develop business cases for new intermodal 
freight terminals and precincts at Truganina and Beveridge to deliver a terminal in time 
for the completion of the Inland Rail project. 
 
Agree. 
 

27. Construct an outer metropolitan road and rail corridor. 
Within two years, determine staging for the outer metropolitan rail and road corridor. 
Construct the E6 motorway in the next 20 years, and progressively construct the outer 
metropolitan road and rail corridor in the next 30 years, including integrating a rail 
freight line, subject to detailed feasibility studies and business cases. 
 
Agree, noting the inclusion of cycling infrastructure needs to form an integral part of any 
future outer metropolitan rail and road corridor design. 
 

1.5 Build a circular economy 
 

28. Facilitate improved recycling infrastructure for priority materials. 
Immediately focus efforts to increase and upgrade waste processing infrastructure on six 
priority materials. Facilitate increased recovery and reprocessing capacity and capability 
for paper and card plastics and organics by 2025. Revisit funding mechanisms and align 
recycling infrastructure with land use planning. 
 
Partially Agree. However, the focus should primarily be on reducing our dependency for 
natural resources, followed by recovery and reprocessing of waste materials. 
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29. Strengthen end markets for recycled materials. 
Immediately accelerate market development for recycled materials by updating 
standards and specifications, and explicitly require the Victorian public sector to use 
recycled products where feasible. In the next five years, support research, development 
and demonstrations to build confidence and demand for recycled products. 
 
Partially Agree. However, this needs to occur in a whole-of-industry approach such as 
the creation of circular economy hubs to facilitate supply and demand channels. 
 

30. Address barriers to recycling and reducing waste. 
In the next year, reduce recyclable material contamination by supporting greater 
consistency in kerbside and commercial collection and separation of glass, paper, 
cardboard, and organic materials. Immediately define and implement behaviour change 
programs to reduce contamination, and consistently maintain these programs in the 
next 30 years. 
 
Agree. 
 

31. Minimise waste and improve residual waste infrastructure planning 
In the next two years, improve infrastructure planning for managing residual waste, and 
further clarify the role of waste-to-energy facilities. Over the next 30 years, consistently 
invest in waste avoidance through behaviour change program. 
 
Agree. 
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THEME 2 – MANAGE URBAN CHANGE 
 

2.1. Integrate land use and infrastructure planning 
 

32. Produce public plans for priority infrastructure sectors. 

In the next five years, develop and publish long-term infrastructure plans for priority 
infrastructure sectors for which the Victorian Government maintains substantial 
responsibilities, including sequencing and timelines for investment. 

 
Agree. 

 

33. Publish Victoria's transport plan. 

Immediately develop and publish Victoria's integrated transport plan. Require transport 
and land use plans to align with each other. 

 
Agree. 

 

34. Review Victoria's infrastructure contribution system to cover gaps. 

In the next two years, review Victoria's many infrastructure contributions schemes to 
create a consistent and efficient system that contributes to local and Victorian 
Government infrastructure costs. A revised infrastructure contribution system can apply 
more broadly, including in established suburbs, growth areas, peri-urban areas, and 
regional cities. 

 
Partially Agree. Local Governments already have in place a number of Developer 
Contribution Plans (DCPs) and Overlays. Any future system should not disadvantage 
these existing DCPs, and achieve a balance between providing an appropriate 
contribution to community infrastructure and ensuring that development is not dis-
incentivised. 

 

2.2 Create thriving urban places 
 

35. Support more homes in priority established places. 

In the next year, identify new priority locations in established suburbs for residential 
intensification to better use existing infrastructure. Following this, review planning 
settings in partnership with local government to allow increased housing density and 
establish design panel reviews for development applications. 

 
Partially Agree. The establishment of any Design Panels should only act in an advisory 
capacity to council, and not diminish councils’ decision making power, either as the 
responsible or planning authority. 
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36. Deliver very low-income housing with inclusionary zoning. 

Immediately change and actively apply planning rules to provide affordable rental 
housing for Victorians on very low incomes in places re-zoned for more intensive 
residential use. 

 
Partially Agree. Local government should be consulted on the development, application 
and implementation of new planning controls. These should also be considered within a 
strategic context with regard to local policy. For example the Brimbank Housing Strategy 
identifies increased residential density in locations close to public transport, services and 
employment. Inclusionary zoning should be applied universally so not to dis-incentivise 
development in particular areas, and in some cases may require additional State 
government support to ensure development remains viable. 

 

37. Develop an interconnected open space network. 

Immediately provide direct funding, and reform the developer open space contribution 
scheme, to create an interconnected open space network and extend Melbourne's 
urban tree canopy. 

 
Agree. 

 
 

38. Partner with local governments to fund pedestrian infrastructure. 

Partner with local government to fund pedestrian infrastructure upgrades to connect 
people to priority places, including central Melbourne, the Monash National 
Employment and Innovation Cluster, other activity centres and railway stations. 

 
Partially Agree. However, the Sunshine National Employment and Innovation Cluster 
should also be included. 

 
 

39. Transform cycling in Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong. 

In the next five years, deliver separated cycle ways and invest in train station bicycle 
parking facilities to expand the cycling network in Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo and 
Geelong. Immediate priorities include connections within and between Melbourne CBD 
and surrounding suburbs, and connections to the Monash, La Trobe and Sunshine 
National Employment and Innovation Centres. 

 
Agree. 

 

40. Improve walking and cycling data to better estimate travel impacts and benefits. 

Immediately begin developing better walking and cycling information and data. In the 
next three years, incorporate this data and information into Victorian Government 
transport models used for strategic and project planning, and project appraisal. 

 
Agree. 
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41. Reallocate road space to priority transport modes. 

Immediately begin delivering road space reallocation initiatives to assist with COVID-19 
recovery, including projects to better support and enforce priority movement through 
streets and places. Adopt a 5-year target for delivery of further road space allocation 
initiatives. Legislate for faster, simpler, and more consultative road space reallocation in 
government decision-making. 

 
Partially Agree. However, the delivery of further road space allocation needs to be 
supported by an integrated transport strategy. 

 

42. Redesign tram routes. 

In the next 10 years, redesign tram routes, including short shuttle routes, and reserve 
land for future tram depots for more capacity in fast growing inner Melbourne areas. 

 
Agree. 

 

43. Activate urban renewal with new tram links. 

Immediately fund the northern Fisherman’s Bend tram connection for delivery by 2026. 
Within two to five years, commit to delivering a tram extension to Arden, and to the 
former defence site at Maribyrnong, if required. 

 
Partially Agree. However, this recommendation needs to include emerging technologies 
that may be more cost effective such as “trackless trams” and “bus rapid transit” and 
extended to activity centres such as the Sunshine Metropolitan Activity Centre. 

 

44. Plan for public transport accessibility, including tram stop upgrades. 

Release a new Accessible Public Transport Action Plan within one year and fund public 
transport accessibility upgrades, including priority tram stops, to achieve the legislated 
2032 accessibility targets. 

 

Agree. 

 

2.3 Steer changes in travel behaviour 
 

45. Adopt peak and off-peak public transport fares. 

Immediately introduce peak and off-peak fares on public transport and discontinue 
payment options that undermine their demand management effects. 

 
In Principle Support. Subject to further analysis on what impact this may have. 
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46. Price each public transport mode differently. 

Immediately introduce different fares on each public transport mode to reflect their 
different costs and benefits and to encourage their best use. 

 
In Principle Support. Subject to further analysis on what impact this may have. 
 

47. Abolish the free tram zone. 

Immediately abolish the free tram zone to improve safety and access for those who 
need it most. 

 
Not Applicable. 

 

48. Remove annual charges while introducing distance-based pricing for electric vehicles. 

Remove annual up-front charges, such as registration fees, while introducing a distance-
based road user charge for electric vehicles in the next two years. Consider extending 
this to other types of vehicles on an opt-in basis, allowing for expansion over time. 

 
Partially agree. A distance-based road user charge should apply to all vehicles, not just 
electric vehicles. This will ensure that the uptake of electric vehicles is not dis-
incentivised. 

 

49. Appoint an independent transport pricing adviser. 

Immediately appoint an independent body to advise on and monitor transport prices. 
 

In Principle Support. Subject to further analysis on what impact this may have. 
 

50. Increase and extend the Melbourne Congestion Levy on parking. 

In the next two years, review the Melbourne Congestion Levy on parking to increase its 
value, expand the properties it applies to, and cover a wider area including Richmond, 
South Yarra, Windsor and Prahran. Consider applying a similar levy to other highly 
congested parts of Melbourne which have good public transport alternatives. 

 
Not Applicable. 

 

51. Incorporate congestion pricing for all new metropolitan freeways. 

Apply congestion reducing tolls to all new metropolitan freeways, including the North 
East Link. 

 
Not Applicable. 
 

 

52. Trial full-scale congestion pricing in inner Melbourne. 

In the next five years, trial full-scale congestion pricing in inner Melbourne. 
 

In Principle Support. Subject to further analysis on what impact this may have. 
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53. Trial demand-responsive pricing on parking in inner Melbourne. 

Trial demand-responsive pricing on street and council-controlled parking in inner 
Melbourne in the next five years. 

 
Not Applicable. 
 

 

54. Price parking at major public transport hubs, all train stations and park-and-rides. 

In the next five years, introduce pricing of parking at major public transport hubs, 
followed by all train stations and park-and-rides, to help encourage using public and 
active transport for access. 

 
Partially Agree. However, the pricing of parking at major public transport hubs needs to 
be supported by an integrated transport strategy. 

 

55. Phase out fixed road user charges and introduce user pays charging. 

In the next 10 years, replace fixed road user charges with variable distance-based and 
congestion charges. Ensure user pays charging reflects the relative costs of providing 
roads and encourages drivers to change their behaviour. 

 
Partially agree. A distance-based road user charge should apply to all vehicles, not just 
electric vehicles. This will ensure that the uptake of electric vehicles is not dis-
incentivised. 

 

2.4 Adapt infrastructure for modern needs 
 

56. Require accessible buildings for public services. 

Immediately establish an accessibility upgrade fund to contribute towards priority 
building upgrades to meet contemporary accessibility standards. By 2032, require all 
Victorian Government provided and funded services to be delivered from premises 
meeting contemporary accessibility standards. 

 
Not Applicable. 

 

57. Rapidly renew old public housing. 

Rapidly renew dilapidated public housing properties, with a priority to renew at least 
half of all older low-rise apartments and older three-bedroom detached dwellings by 
2031. 

 
Agree. 
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58. Upgrade and rebuild public hospital infrastructure. 

In the next 10 years, complete the renewal of the Royal Melbourne Hospital and 
complete planning for upgrading and rebuilding the Alfred and Austin Hospitals to meet 
future healthcare demand. 

 
Partially Agree. However, funding for the Sunshine Hospital based on current and future 
needs, should be included as part of any planning considerations. 

 

59. Build back better after emergencies. 

In the next year, consider policy changes and funding mechanisms so high priority public 
infrastructure destroyed by emergencies is built to a more resilient standard or in less 
vulnerable locations. 

 
Agree. 

 

60. Expand the legislated definition of critical infrastructure and improve information flows. 

Immediately consider expanding the Victorian definition of critical infrastructure beyond 
energy, water and transport. Expand information sharing capabilities across and beyond 
critical infrastructure sectors. 

 
Agree. 

 

61. Incorporate lessons of emergency reviews. 

Incorporate and act on emergency management and infrastructure resilience 
recommendations from current bushfire and pandemic inquiries and other reviews 
underway. 

 
Agree. 

 
  



 

18 | P a g e  

 

THEME 3- HARNESS INFRASTRUCTURE FOR PRODUCTIVITY AND GROWTH 

 

3.1 Shape the transport network for better access 
 

62. Reshape the metropolitan bus network. 

By 2025, reshape the metropolitan bus network in Melbourne's north-west and south-
east in time for the opening of the Melbourne Metro tunnel, including by delivering 
premium bus services that offer increased frequency and faster travel times. In the next 
10 years, continue these reforms elsewhere, including revising the coverage standard 
and using more flexible bus services in lower demand areas. 

 
Agree. 

 

63. Connect suburban jobs through premium buses and road upgrades. 

In the next five years, create new premium bus services and better roads to connect 
outer and new growth suburbs to National Employment and Innovation Clusters and 
major employment centres. Consider using a better premium bus service instead of 
trams on the Wellington Road corridor to Rowville. 

 
Agree. 

 

64. Increase suburban rail corridor services and capacity. 

Immediately revise metropolitan train timetables to increase service frequency. Develop 
and progressively deliver a prioritised, 15-year network service upgrade program for 
Melbourne's suburban train corridors, including track, signalling and train carriage 
projects that expand services and help encourage development in locations able to 
manage extra population growth. 
 
Partially Agree. The Ardeer and Deer Park Stations should be electrified and integrated 
as part of Melbourne’s suburban train corridor. 

 

65. Reconfigure the city loop for cross-city train services. 

Immediately after the Melbourne Metro opens in 2025, reconfigure the city loop to 
allow for more cross-city train services. 

 
Agree. 

 

66. Prepare for Melbourne Metro Two. 

Within five years, complete the Melbourne Metro Two business case to protect the land 
required to construct it. To manage and grow demand along the proposed corridor, 
introduce premium bus services between Newport and Fisherman’s Bend, and between 
Victoria Park and Parkville, within five years. 

 
Agree. 
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67. Protect a future option for a new cross-city motorway. 

Within five years, determine an updated future alignment and preserve the option for 
constructing, if required, a new motorway linking the Eastern Freeway and CityLink. 

 
Agree. 

 

3.2 Plan for growth areas 
 

68. Prioritise and oversee infrastructure delivery in growing communities. 

Within two years, empower an appropriate government body to monitor infrastructure 
delivery in new growth areas and priority urban renewal precincts, and proactively 
advise on delivery sequencing and funding. In the next five years, develop program 
business cases for growth areas and precincts that consider the timing, sequencing and 
funding of necessary infrastructure. 

 
Agree. 

 

69. Expand rail access in outer suburbs. 

In the next five years, complete plans to progressively expand access to rail services in 
growth areas and purchase remaining land required for rail corridors and stations. 
Immediately introduce premium bus services toward Clyde, Wollert and the Mornington 
Peninsula. Develop business cases to improve the Melton, Wallan and Wyndham Vale 
corridors, and conduct a feasibility study for a Wollert public transport corridor. 

 
Partially Agree. This initiative should be fast tracked for the growth areas within Melton 
and Wyndham Vale. 
 

70. Expand and upgrade Melbourne's outer suburban road network. 

In the next five to 15 years, deliver a program of upgrades to Melbourne's arterial road 
and freeway network beyond what is currently funded, focusing on congested roads and 
corridors in outer metropolitan and growth suburbs council areas. 

 
Agree. 

 

71. Target 30% tree canopy coverage in new growth areas. 

Achieve 30% tree canopy coverage in new growth areas by mandating coverage during 
precinct development. Fund relevant Victorian Government agencies and local 
government to plant, replace and maintain canopy trees. 

 
Partially Agree. This initiative should be expanded to include established/existing areas 
that are below the 30% tree canopy coverage. 
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3.3 Align social infrastructure with better service delivery 
 

72. Co-design an Aboriginal Community-Controlled Infrastructure Plan. 

Immediately commence a co-design process with Aboriginal Victorians to develop a plan 
to guide investment in Aboriginal community-controlled infrastructure to meet current 
and future social, economic and cultural needs. 

 
Agree. 

 

73. Set targets to grow social housing. 

Immediately set a transparent social housing growth target to reach at least the national 
average of 4.5 social housing dwellings for every 100 households by 2031. 

 
Partially Agree. This needs to be fast tracked and the target needs to be more in line 
with other States.  

 

74. Build new hospital capacity. 

In the next five years, reserve land for future hospital sites. Over 30 years, build new 
public hospital capacity to meet Victoria's future needs, especially demand increases 
from Melbourne's rapidly growing outer northern and western suburbs. 

 
Agree. 

 
 

75. Deliver infrastructure for a better mental health system. 

Immediately establish a dedicated infrastructure fund to support a better mental health 
system, building on the Royal Commission's interim priorities of 170 additional acute 
mental health beds by mid-2022, new co-designed residential mental health services, a 
Collaborative Centre for Mental Health and Wellbeing, and a new Aboriginal Social and 
Emotional Wellbeing Centre. 

 
Agree. 

 

76. Plan and consistently deliver corrections and youth justice infrastructure while managing 
demand with policy settings. 

Plan and consistently deliver corrections and youth justice infrastructure while managing 
demand. By 2023, undertake long-term corrections and youth justice infrastructure 
planning, alongside policy measures that reduce short-term volatility and prison 
demand. In the next 15 years, consistently deliver a pipeline of corrections and youth 
justice infrastructure to meet long-term demand. 

 
Partially Agree. Focus should be on prevention and support for young people by 
providing meaningful engagement and opportunities to meet their needs and 
aspirations. 

 
 



 

21 | P a g e  

 

THEME 4 – DEVELOP REGIONAL VICTORIA 

 

4.1 Enhance market access and productivity 
 

77. Deliver funding certainty for regional road maintenance and upgrades. 

Within two years, specify clear levels of service for each type of regional road and 
bridge. Following this, dedicate an ongoing program to fund regional road and bridge 
maintenance and upgrades to meet these service levels. Funding should be prioritised 
based on improving safety, decreasing vehicle emissions, and lifting economic 
productivity. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

78. Revise the Murray Basin Rail project plan. 

Immediately revise the Murray Basin Rail project plan, informed by a published business 
case review. 
 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

79. Fund an ongoing regional rail freight maintenance program. 

Immediately fund an ongoing periodic regional freight rail maintenance program, 
informed by a publicly available network asset management plan. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

80. Continue to address regional Victoria's digital connectivity gaps. 

In the next five years, continue delivering regional digital connectivity improvements, 
and review the need for further government investment following the roll-out of the 
Digital Future Now initiative. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 
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4.2 Unlock regional economic growth opportunities 
 

81. Upgrade power supply for agriculture and regional manufacturing. 

In the next five years, contribute toward strategic power supply infrastructure upgrades 
for agriculture and regional manufacturing, where an independent assessment 
demonstrates significant potential for increased productivity, competitiveness and 
growth. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

82. Plan for future investments in regional nature-based tourism infrastructure. 

In the next five years, develop a Victorian nature-based tourism strategy to guide 
industry development and prioritise further investments. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

83. Develop a Victorian Aboriginal tourism strategy. 

Partner with Traditional Owners to develop a Victorian Aboriginal tourism strategy in the 
next five years to guide future Aboriginal tourism investments, including through Joint 
Management Plans. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 
 

84. Boost tourism infrastructure by allowing more national parks to grant long leases. 

Attract investment in Victoria's regional tourism industry by immediately allowing more 
national parks to grant leases for up to 49 years for infrastructure proposals that meet 
specific criteria and complement environmental and heritage values. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

4.3 Connect the regions to help strengthen wellbeing 
 

85. Reform regional public transport to meet local needs. 

In the next five years, gradually redirect some regional transport funding to redesigned, 
integrated local transport services, based on regional needs assessments, and 
incorporating flexible services that meet local needs. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 
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86. Improve resilience of regional telecommunications infrastructure. 

In the next 10 years, develop more resilient regional telecommunications infrastructure 
so communities can stay safe during emergencies, including greater network 
redundancy and back-up power supply. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

87. Fund regional libraries to provide better internet access. 

Immediately provide funding for regional and rural libraries to improve community 
access to fast, free internet services, leveraging existing library infrastructure. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 
 

88. Use rural schools for children's specialist and allied telehealth services. 

Retrofit or better use selected rural school infrastructure for children's specialist and 
allied telehealth services to improve children's health and development. Immediately 
begin with a trial in Wimmera Southern Mallee. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

4.4 Foster regional Victorians' health, safety, and inclusion 
 

89. Deliver multipurpose shared social service facilities in the regions. 

Immediately undertake collaborative inter-agency planning for regional social services to 
identify opportunities for multipurpose shared facilities, then deliver them where 
appropriate in partnership with local governments and community organisations. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

90. Support regional councils to update, repurpose or retire outdated community 
infrastructure. 

Fund regional councils in the next five years to update, repurpose or retire outdated 
community infrastructure for better service delivery. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 
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91. Create climate-adapted facilities for rural communities. 

In the next five years, fund local governments to plan and help deliver a network of 
designated, accessible climate-adapted community facilities, to manage the health 
impacts of extreme heat and bushfire smoke. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 
 

92. Build regional residential alcohol and drug rehabilitation facilities. 

Within five years, build residential detoxification and rehabilitation facilities in regional 
Victoria to provide equitable access to alcohol and other drug treatment. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

93. Fund more Youth Foyers in regional Victoria. 

Fund more Youth Foyers in regional Victoria, beginning with Geelong, Wodonga and 
Bendigo by 2026, to build on existing education infrastructure and support vulnerable 
young people. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 
 

94. Expand social housing in regional centres, in locations with good access. 

Focus social housing investments in regional centres, near access to transport and 
services, to contribute to a target of 4.5 social housing dwellings for every 100 Victorian 
households by 2031. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 

 

95. Make social housing suitable for changing local climates. 

Prioritising northern Victoria, continue to deliver a long-term program of modifying 
social housing to be climate resilient by improving the energy efficiency and energy 
affordability of residences. 

 
In principle support. Council does not have a policy position on this recommended 
strategy. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

 
Infrastructure Victoria’s Draft 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy reflects Victoria’s long-term 
infrastructure priorities and is generally considered to be in-line with Council’s diverse range 
of policies and strategies. That said they must do so within the broader context of the public 
policy and especially land use policies which seek to shape the future of the city and the 
regions.  
 
Councils already undertake an integrated and complex infrastructure delivery in response to 
detailed and thorough planning and community engagement. By very design, Council 
integrates the necessary elements of a balanced decision process.  A key challenge is not 
simply which projects are best but how integrated planning can be put into effect. 
 
Brimbank City Council welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this important work. We 
offer to work collectively with Infrastructure Victoria for further input, additional research, 
and additional modelling on the impacts of changing behaviour, to deliver the best possible 
advice to the Victorian Parliament in 2021. 

 


