
 

 

City of Greater Dandenong  

16 February 2021   

Response to Infrastructure Victoria’s draft 30 year Infrastructure Strategy 
 
1. What is your overall impression of the draft 30-year Infrastructure Strategy Update? (250 word 
limit)  
The draft strategy provides a range of complex infrastructure needs across Victoria in a relatively 
straight forward manner linked back to clear objectives. Whilst there is strong research and evidence 
around each broader area, there are some concerns around the clarity provided for the role of local 
government as well as an apparent shortcoming in the understanding of the challenges facing some 
outer local authorities adjacent to Growth Areas. 
 

2. What do you consider to be the key strengths of the draft 30-year Infrastructure Strategy 
Update? (250 word limit)  
The clear objectives which all recommendations can be measured against. A willingness to consider 
bold changes to systems, such as public transport, and identifying when opportunities naturally 
come up to consider implementing these changes. There is good sense in providing a long-term 
vision whilst looking at the short-term through a COVID-19 recovery. 
 

3. Do you have any general suggestions for improving the draft 30-year Infrastructure Strategy 
Update? (250 word limit)  
There is a general lack of consideration for the role local government plays in providing 
infrastructure, particularly cycling and support services. This includes local infrastructure being 
included in planning decisions and how this local infrastructure is funded. Many local infrastructure 
projects with strategic importance to the State, are often too large for local governments to deliver 
without State support. This includes cross-boundary infrastructure provision which may not be 
beneficial to the delivering council but significantly beneficial to another adjacent council. 
Specific issues with recommendations are listed below: 
 

Recommendation 39 – this may limit the view of providing cycling benefits to the locations 
mentioned. Many outer suburbs areas have not been able to capitalise on increased riding 
during COVID to encourage behaviour change as the existing cycle networks are incomplete. 
This requires State funding and planning assistance to address. 
 
Recommendation 63 – this risks locking in car dependency for Dandenong South NEIC 
despite there already being a case for demand responsive public transport. Cycling corridors 
have also been identified through this area. 
 
Recommendation 70 – whilst other modes are considered, the proposal appears to be 
heavily weighted towards vehicles, which as historical evidence shows, will become 
congested again. More emphasis needs to be added to cycling and pedestrian access within 
growth areas and their connections into surrounding areas. This includes ensuring growth 
area funding is outcome driven and not restricted by boundaries that could prevent 
connections being funded. 
 
 

 



 

 

4. Do you have any suggestions that would assist with implementing the draft 30-year 
Infrastructure Strategy Update? (250 word limit)  
It is important to identify which levels of government are responsible for delivering infrastructure 
improvements and where cooperation and support is required between state and local government. 
The state must provide an effective vision and help local governments deliver the infrastructure they 
are responsible for.  
 
Major transport projects need to include improvements for all modes (consistent with strategic 
plans) and consider these as core delivery requirements rather than value-add components. In many 
cases not including these improvements will result in greater deferred delivery costs; missed 
behaviour change opportunities and; increase impacts of delivery reducing the feasibility of these 
improvements. 
 

5. Do you have any further comments? (250 word limit)  
City of Greater Dandenong is particularly concerned with the treatment of Dandenong South NEIC 

within this draft. This is despite there being adjacent Growth Areas with high levels of disadvantage 

as well as new residential expansion areas. 

Previous strategies have considered public transport options within this NEIC, however this draft 

continues a trend of State projects and strategies focusing on other NEICs and leaving Dandenong 

South to have a growing dependence on private vehicles. For example - there is strong a case for 

providing on-demand public transport between Dandenong train station and Dandenong South 

NEIC. 

This has been exacerbated by Growth Area funding being boundary restricted and therefore not 

completing links between growth areas and areas such as the Dandenong South NEIC, as the funding 

is not able to provide connection beyond the bounded area despite obvious benefits.  

Historically cycling infrastructure has been seen as a “value-add” on State projects and not a key 

deliverable which has resulted in gaps in the strategic cycling network. These gaps impede the ability 

to supply an effective continuous cycle network to provide real alternative options to private motor 

vehicles. Like public transport network changes (and to improve the effectiveness of these changes), 

active transport gaps need to be reviewed and a funding program for the project which address 

them, established. 

Should Infrastructure Victoria wish to discuss City of Greater Dandenong’s comments in greater 

depth please contact  

 




