
Submission on Victoria’s Draft 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy 
 
As a Victorian citizen I am supportive of the 95 recommendations of the 30 Year 
Infrastructure Strategy (Strategy) in an overall sense. I am particularly impressed by the 
environmental recommendations and emphasis on low emission housing, and transport 
such as cycling.  
 
I note that the Strategy includes the statement that ‘Infrastructure is more than roads, 
bridges, hospitals and schools’. Whilst this is a sound statement, it is concerning that the 
document then goes on to make 95 recommendations, with only one mention of schools, 
and only in the context of using regional schools for internet hubs. Recommendations 58 
and 74 concern building new and upgrading hospitals, and yet there is no recommendation 
on building new public schools and upgrading existing public schools. 
 
I write as a member of the school council of my local public high-school, although am 
submitting as an individual. The high school my children attend has good educational 
outcomes, however as a physical facility it is badly degraded with old, crowded buildings 
and little land area, with many facilities that do not adhere to current amenity and 
accessibility standards.  
 
The only recommendation within the list of 95 which would apply to our school is Number 
56; that all public buildings should be accessible. The majority of classrooms and areas 
within our local school are inaccessible to anybody with a physical disability, and enacting 
recommendation 56 would be highly beneficial to our students. 
 
Public schools are the cornerstone of children’s education, yet the amenity of many of the 
Victorian public schools falls way behind current day expectations. Public schools are the 
building blocks for success for the majority of Victorian students and the future prosperity 
of the state. The omission of a recommendation to prioritise public school building and 
upgrades is a major shortfall in an otherwise insightful draft Strategy. 
 
James Thyer, PhD, 14 February 2021. 
 
 
 


