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Date: 4th February 2021 
 
 
Infrastructure Victoria 
Level 33, 140 William Street 
Melbourne Victoria 3000 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

PPWCMA submission regarding Victoria’s Draft 30-Year Infrastructure Strategy 
 
The Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority (PPWCMA) welcomes 

the opportunity to comment on the draft 30-year Infrastructure Strategy. 

The PPWCMA is one of 10 Victorian Government catchment management authorities 

covering Victoria which are focussed on region-scale environmental coordination and 

management.  Each is charged with leading the development of a Government-approved 

Regional Catchment Strategy for its region.   

The PPWCMA works in the area around and including Melbourne, Port Phillip Bay and 

Western Port.  More information on the PPWCMA is available at www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au.  

The Regional Catchment Strategy is available at www.ppwrcs.vic.gov.au but is currently 

being revised and will be updated later in 2021.   

With our focus on environmental coordination and management, we have concentrated on 

opportunities to strengthen the Infrastructure Strategy with proposals that relate mainly to the 

strategy’s objectives 08 (Protect and enhance natural environments), 09 (Advance climate 

change mitigation and adaptation) and 10 (Build resilience to shocks). 

We provide the following recommendations: 

1. Include more and stronger references throughout the Infrastructure Strategy to 

the importance of ‘green infrastructure’ for Victoria’s biodiversity, economy, 

tourism, resilience and community health and wellbeing.   

 

The importance of healthy environments has been highlighted through 2020 with the 

major bushfire events in Victoria and then by the COVID-19 pandemic.  In the case of 

the pandemic, having green infrastructure such as parks and reserves close to people’s 

homes became very important for recreation and mental health, and connected people 

to their local spaces.  There is an opportunity in the Infrastructure Strategy to recognise 

and build on this increased connection between Victoria’s communities and their local 

environments by raising the profile of ‘green infrastructure’ as a cornerstone of Victoria’s 

healthy future.  

 

2. Include reference to the Regional Catchment Strategies, including the Port Phillip 

& Western Port Regional Catchment Strategy for Melbourne and surrounds, as the 

set of overarching strategies covering Victoria outlining the vision and priorities 

for integrated environmental management looking forward 30 years.   

 

http://www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au/
http://www.ppwrcs.vic.gov.au/


 

The Regional Catchment Strategies should be highlighted as Victorian Government 

strategies complementing the Infrastructure Strategy and providing the vision and 

priorities for integrated environmental management and contributing to the development 

of green infrastructure for the next 30 years.  The 10 Regional Catchment Strategies are 

required under the provisions of the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994.  The 

strategies are all being renewed in 2021, led by the Catchment Management Authorities, 

with extensive community consultation in each region, and will be approved by the 

Government. 

 

3. Include a number of additional recommendations in relevant sections of the 

strategy that reflect the importance of green infrastructure for Victoria’s 

biodiversity, economy, tourism, resilience and community health and wellbeing, 

including: 

 

a. Maintain and enhance the environmental and social values of Victoria’s parks and 

reserves as the foundations of Victoria’s green infrastructure.   

 

b. Establish new parks and major eco-tourism opportunities that connect people with 

nature (an objective of Victoria’s Biodiversity Strategy), enhance biodiversity, 

generate eco-tourism and improve environmental resilience to shocks. 

 

For example, deliver the new Western Grasslands Park over the next 20 years with 

exceptional native habitat enabling threatened species populations to thrive plus 

exciting tourism facilities providing interactive experiences for visitors with unique 

native animals and a place for Victorians and visitors to experience, understand, 

enjoy and value our natural environment and green infrastructure.  

 

As another example, create a ‘Great Yarra Trail’ from the source of the Yarra River 

to the sea enabling walking and cycling day trips and extended holidays exploring 

the history, culture and diverse attractions of the Yarra corridor.   

 

These infrastructure projects can create great new eco-destination complementing 

existing features such as the Phillip Island penguin parade and the Great Ocean 

Walk.  

 

c. Protect and enhance the Green Wedges and productive agricultural land around 

Melbourne as major components of green infrastructure in and around Victoria’s 

major city. 

 

Options for improving the protection of these assets are being considered by 

Government now with an Options Paper recently out for public consultation.  

Further, there is an opportunity to enhance the public benefit generated from the 

Green Wedges and agricultural land with major incentive programs for private land 

managers to maintain and improve habitat and environmental values on their land. 

 

d. Create major habitat links across landscapes that build ecological resilience to 

future shocks and contribute to maintaining stability of social and economic values 

for local communities. 

 

For example, establish and implement programs to create vegetated corridors and 

‘stepping stones’ across landscapes between key parks and habitat areas and along 

waterways.  These programs can contribute to meeting multiple Government 



 

objectives including for carbon sequestration, revegetation, threatened species 

enhancement, water quality protection and community connection with nature. The 

Government-approved Regional Catchment Strategies and underpinning Healthy 

Waterways Strategies in place across Victoria identify priorities for such programs.  

 

4. If Recommendation 25 “Act now to protect the future Bay West Port option” is to 

remain in the final strategy, then include specific reference that this area is of 

international environmental significance listed under the Ramsar Convention and 

is habitat for threatened species including the Orange Bellied Parrot, therefore any 

planning for a future port must consider this aspect accordingly. 

 

5. Consider extending the scope of Recommendation 71 “Target 30% tree canopy 

coverage in new growth areas” to also include established urban and growth 

areas. 

 

 

We would be pleased to discuss these recommendations in more detail and to participate in 

processes to assess the contributions and costs of these programs.   

As a Government statutory authority with a responsibility for community collaboration, we can 

also help connect CMAs, local councils, Government agencies, environmental NGOs and 

community networks including Landcare to the Infrastructure Strategy including the potential 

design and delivery of green infrastructure conservation and enhancement programs. 

We look forward to the finalisation of the Infrastructure Strategy. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 




