
 

Unofficial 

Aboriginal Community Elders Services Inc. (ACES) Response to Draft 30-Year Victorian 
Infrastructure Plan 

The Aboriginal Community Elders Services Inc (ACES) is a Not-For-Profit Aboriginal 
community controlled organisation. Once ACES became incorporated in 1987 it was eligible 
to receive funding and it constructed a twenty-five bed hostel, which was named the Iris 
Lovett Gardiner Aboriginal Elders Caring Place. It opened its doors at 5 Parkview Avenue, 
East Brunswick in 1991. 
  
ACES have two co-located residential aged care facilities – the Nursing Home and the 
Hostel.  
  
The other aged care programs are the Koori Community aged Care Packages (KCACP) 
Program and the Out of Home and Community Care Planned Activity Group (PAG). 
  
 

.. the definition of social value needs to be expanded to include respect for civic pride and 
community heritage. Measuring social value is challenging, but both public and private sector 
stakeholders will have to work together to ensure that infrastructure sector assets work and 
work well for our communities. 

Systemic injustice 

Often, to varying degrees of intent, infrastructure design has exacerbated systemic injustices. 
In the past, transportation planning has perpetuated systemic racism by dividing and isolating 
communities of colour. Many of America’s famous freeways were built over thriving black 
neighbourhoods, designed to shuttle wealthy white Americans from city jobs to homes in the 
suburbs. These infrastructure design and housing policy choices have segregated cities for 
generations and reinforce systemic racism in everything from school quality to wealth 
accumulation. 

More needs to be done to quantify and measure the ways these decisions have solidified 
systemic injustice. New tools and technologies also need to be developed to help decision-
makers structure business cases that are more aware of the infrastructure’s ability to hurt or 
heal. Community engagement also needs to be stronger, and a more diverse set of 
stakeholders brought into the planning and design process in a meaningful way. 

(From https://www.rics.org/oceania/wbef/megatrends/markets-geopolitics/socially-valuable-
sustainable-and-just-infrastructure--a-call-to-action/) 

Although this quote is about the United States, it usefully captures some of the issues about 
infrastructure and Aboriginal communities here in Australia. The historic dispossession and 
incarceration of Aboriginal people on missions and reserves without reference to their 
connection to their country has meant that populations are scattered and often remote from 
their traditional lands and heritage and extended family or mobs. Dispossession has resulted 
in disadvantage which itself creates patterns of domestic location for many Aboriginal families 
in poorer suburbs that are poorly serviced. Even post-mission life in inner-cities which 
Aboriginal people created communities through new experiences, connections, facilities and 
services, have been disrupted.  

The following are our observations about the draft: 
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Unofficial 

1. The draft 30-year Infrastructure plan for Victoria is a positive development as is the 
methodology for the development of the plan which seeks to engage the community. 

2. In relation to Aboriginal communities the specific recommendation: 

72. Co-design an Aboriginal Community- Controlled Infrastructure Plan Immediately 
commence a co-design process with Aboriginal Victorians to develop a plan to guide 
investment in Aboriginal community-controlled infrastructure to meet current and future 
social, economic and cultural needs. 
 

3. This is a good recommendation however, it is important also to ensure that all aspects of 
the plan acknowledge and include the input of Aboriginal communities across all sectors 
such as tourism and economic development. 

4. The emerging treaty process is a roadmap for the future of relations between Aboriginal 
people as Traditional Owners and government and its various functions and powers. 
Infrastructure will be built on Aboriginal land whether it is for Aboriginal community or not. 
The 30-year infrastructure plan needs to incorporate treaty and the Treaty Assembly into 
its thinking and implementation. 

5. Social housing for Aboriginal people needs to remain connected to neighbourhoods of 
historic connection to Aboriginal communities such as Fitzroy, Northcote etc. 

6. Aboriginal people tend to live in areas of low income and disadvantage. This compounds 
their existing disadvantage. We are thinking about people who live in neighbourhoods that 
are newer and have poor social and transport services as well as fewer amenities that are 
accessible.  

7. Infrastructure needs also to address this disadvantage and ensure that communities that 
live in these arears have better social and recreational and health and community support 
facilities in their neighbourhoods. 

8. Infrastructure design for older and disabled people who are additionally disadvantaged by 
distance and lack of amenities including digital disadvantage. Infrastructure should 
enhance, complement and enable the realisation of the rights we have. 
 
Quality infrastructure investments also play a key role in strengthening social 
sustainability by helping to generate jobs, facilitating access to employment 
opportunities for local communities, and contributing to develop local economies. 
However, quality infrastructure must also avoid negative impacts on the health, 
safety, livelihoods and well-being of workers and communities, and protect the 
interests of displaced individuals and communities as well as vulnerable and 
underprivileged groups including Indigenous Peoples. The benefits of quality 
infrastructure should be inclusive and accessible to everyone, in particular 
underserved groups such as women and children, the elderly and people with 
disabilities. (From OECD Reference Note on Environmental and Social Considerations in 
Quality Infrastructure) 

 
9. More accurate and up to date data and information about the living circumstances of 

Aboriginal people is needed in building a plan for Aboriginal community infrastructure 
needs. 

10. By 2028 we expect there to be an almost 40% increase in the A & TSI population about 
50 in Victoria. This will mean additional in-home services and support and facilities for 
residential care for those who need it. At present, there are only 124 beds in A & TSI 
residential care in Victoria. There is an urgent need for more beds run by ACCOs.  
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