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Infrastructure Victoria 
Level 33, 140 William Street 
MELBOURNE  VIC  3000 

 

Re: Support for Victoria’s draft 30-year Infrastructure Strategy 

I wish to advise you of the Victorian Planning Authority's (VPA) support for Infrastructure Victoria’s (IV) Draft 
30-Year Infrastructure Strategy (2020) and its companion report, Growing together (2020).

As the State Government’s lead agency responsible for planning and infrastructure coordination in designated 
urban growth areas across Victoria, the VPA has been a key proponent of integrated land use and 
infrastructure planning and both reports are well aligned with this overarching goal.  

The VPA has appreciated the close engagement with IV on the development of the draft strategy and 
supports it key tenets around confronting long term challenges such as responding to climate change, 
navigating the energy transition and embracing technological opportunities. 

In accordance with the updated strategy and managing urban change section in particular, the VPA believes 
more effective alignment between land use and infrastructure planning and implementation will provide: 

• Better placed based outcomes for communities ensuring the right infrastructure is available at the right 
time;

• A more holistic and accurate view of upcoming infrastructure demand requirements;
• Improved collaboration across different tiers of government, reducing duplication of effort and enabling 

cost savings;
• A more formalised and scalable process for delivering improved government and community outcomes; 

and
• Better transparency, coordination and sequencing between existing plans, inputs, processes and 

governance arrangements.

Of particular note is recommendation 68 - Prioritise and oversee infrastructure delivery in growing 
communities. This is an important recommendation that if implemented will promote communities getting the 
infrastructure they need to become complete communities. 

Currently the VPA is the planning authority responsible for preparing PSPs and infrastructure plans for 
designated precincts, including all new growth areas in outer Melbourne.  In this role, we provide advice to 
Government on the infrastructure required to serve these growth areas.  We hold datasets that can give 
Government contemporary and accurate information on where and how development is occurring, and the 
nature, timing and cost of infrastructure required.   

Accordingly, we think there is a case for the VPA to extend our current role to formally encompass the 
monitoring, reporting and advice roles referred to in recommendation 68.  A formal charter would empower us 
to put more and better information to Government and create an evidence base for coordination and 
prioritisation of infrastructure delivery to match the desired sequence of development within and between 
PSPs. 



Other recommendations in the Strategy which the VPA considers particularly beneficial to achieving the 
integration of transport and land use include: 
 
 Produce public plans for priority infrastructure sectors 
 Publish Victoria's transport plan 
 Review Victoria's infrastructure contribution system to cover gaps 
 Activate urban renewal with new tram links -including tram commitment to Fisherman Bend, Arden and 

the Maribyrnong Defence Site 
 Expand rail access in outer suburbs 
 Reform regional public transport to meet local needs 
 
The VPA also supports the recommendation to target 30% tree canopy coverage in new growth areas.  The 
consultation draft of our updated PSP Guidelines (September 2020)  also proposes a target of potential 
canopy tree coverage within the public realm and open space of  a minimum of 30% (excluding 
areas dedicated to biodiversity or native vegetation conservation).  We note however that achieving this target 
will be dependent not just upon improved site and precinct planning, but also upon the amendment of a 
variety of instruments (beyond the planning system) that currently regulate the type and location of street tree 
planting. 
 
It is only through increased collaboration across government and identifying shared aspirations that we will be 
able to achieve more complete and connected communities through better place-based outcomes. This 
strategy provides an important pathway forward to this goal being achieved. 
 
The VPA will continue to encourage cooperation in the delivery of infrastructure and services and uphold 
future governance arrangements to provide greater clarity on stakeholder aspirations and responsibilities.  
 
It is the strong belief of the VPA that improved infrastructure coordination will have positive impact on 
Victoria’s population growth, economic development, fiscal position and most importantly, community 
wellbeing.  
 
On behalf of , please accept my congratulations on Victoria’s Draft 30-Year Infrastructure 
Strategy.  The VPA will continue to work with IV to respond to feedback on the draft and more generally.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 




