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Before making a submission, please read the background materials provided 

 
 
Your name:  
 
The organisation you represent: South West Community Foundation 
 
Your position:  
 
Email:  
 
Contact phone number:  
 
 
Submission 
 
Your submission can cover either comparative advantage or addressing regional disadvantage, or 
both. Please ensure your submission addresses the following questions and you are encouraged to 
provide any supporting evidence or documentation to support your submission.  
 

• Comparative advantage – complete section 1 
• Addressing regional disadvantage – complete section 2  
• Comparative advantage and addressing regional disadvantage – complete sections 1 and 

2.  
 
1. Comparative Advantage 
 
 
Submissions in response to our Comparative Advantage work should address the following questions: 
 

• To which region or regions does your submission relate?  
Great South Coast 
 

• Referring to Table ES 2 of the regional profile (executive summary section), have we captured 
the main issues facing the industries of comparative advantage in your region? Are there any 
issues missing? Please provide further evidence. 
Unfortunately, the inadequate rail and road infrastructure for business, leisure 
passengers and tourists alike are a barrier to expanding industries. While the 256km 
trip to Warrnambool takes 3hrs 34mins with only 4 services a day, it is not a viable 
option for tourism in either direction or business of any kind. Despite significant skill 
set (both myself and other local colleagues) we cannot even consider city based roles 
of any description, nor can tourism operators consider using it as a leg on their tours.   
 
Further, if you only cater to the major industries, then that is all there will ever be. There 
are significant numbers of youth leaving our region as there are very few opportunities 
to do more than wait tables, milk cows, work in health or aged care and chop down 
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trees 
 

• Can you provide evidence of where infrastructure, or a lack thereof, is limiting economic 
development in the industries of comparative advantage?  
I would happily pursue career opportunities in Geelong or Melbourne (with a reliable 
and faster service) and bring that salary back to the regions to be spent locally. This 
also frees up my current job for someone else to have. I know a top tier digital artist 
and animator who is considering leaving the region due to the lack of access. Many 
locals drive to Geelong and take trains from there to Melbourne due to service 
infrequency, which also contributes to more road traffic and parking congestion   
 

• Do you have ideas for infrastructure related solutions, or exceptional examples of what’s 
working well that could be duplicated in other areas?  
 
Shinkansen, TGV anything faster than 1980’s engines pulling 1960’s carriages that are 
so bumpy you can’t work on them, no power outlets 
Realignment of last century rail corridors by joining Birregurra to Inverleigh and 
standardise the gauge so Warrnambool trains (freight and passenger) bypass suburban 
Geelong growth corridor. This could delay the spending of millions on South Geelong 
tunnel/Barwon River track duplication by many years 
Geelong trains could be 3x3x3 car sets that split at Geelong to service Waurn 
Ponds/Winchelsea, new line to Surf Coast/Torquay and Bellarine, something that is 
done overseas daily. 
There are tourist locations overseas where single direction tourist bus permits are 
allowed, therefore forcing the other direction to public transport, thus reducing road 
wear and tear, accidents 
 

• Please provide business plans, service plans, program evaluations or other evidence to 
support your submission.  
 
I doubt my analysis or business plan would be trusted, I’ll leave that to consultants. On 
my preliminary figures, a fast train to Melbourne bypassing Geelong would have a net 
benefit of many billions of dollars  

 



  

 Page 3 of 3  
Unofficial 

2. Addressing Regional Disadvantage 

 
 
Submissions in response to our Addressing Regional Disadvantage work should address the following 
questions: 
 

• To which region or regions does your submission relate?  
 
Great South Coast 
 

• Have we captured the main issues of disadvantage in your region? If not, can you provide 
further evidence? 
 
Limited public wifi has very little to do with Digital Needs being met, reducing mobile 
blackspots absolutely does. Programs at TAFE to educate the next generation of 
innovators have been cut due to lack of funding as ICT is only viewed as fixing 
computers and even though I know the regions needs aren’t being met, city based 
departments cite unfounded evidence to the contrary. It needs to include digital arts, 
IOT and robotics for agriculture applications and so on. 
 

• Can you provide evidence of an infrastructure barrier that is contributing to poor outcomes in 
this region? This could include (among other things) barriers related to transport, access to 
digital services, or a need for new or upgraded facilities.  
 
Across region transport options are crucial as are the ability for medical, mental health 
and aged care services need to be mobile and go to the population they serve. 
Support of the development of new industries and skill sets are the only thing that will 
address threats to agriculture 
 

• Do you have ideas for infrastructure related solutions to address disadvantage in your region, 
or exceptional examples of what’s working well that could be duplicated in other areas?  
 
The medical train/ship model used so well overseas could be scaled down to a group of 
buses that visit remote areas on a schedule where the people can access all needs in a 
short, single trip  

 
 

• Please provide business plans, service plans, program evaluations or other evidence to 
support your submission.  
 
 
 

 
Please upload your submission directly via our website or email 
enquiries@infrastructurevictoria.com.au  
 
Submissions close 7 February 2020.  
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