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Infrastructure Victoria Ref:  

Email: enquiries@infrastructurevictoria.vic.gov.au File:  

   
 
 
Dear , 
 
Re: Infrastructure Priorities for the Regions 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the ‘Infrastructure Priorities for the 
Regions’ project.   
 
Moorabool Shire Council is keen to contribute to this important project, which will review the 
State’s 30-year infrastructure priorities. Please find attached Council’s submission.   
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact  by email 

 or telephone  
 
Yours sincerely, 
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Infrastructure Priorities for the Regions  
Submissions template  
 
Before making a submission, please read the background materials provided 

 
Your name:   
 
The organisation you represent:  Moorabool Shire Council 
 
Your position:   
 
Email:  
 
Contact phone number:   
 
 
This submission relates to the Central Highlands Region, specifically Moorabool Shire. 
 
 
1. Comparative Advantage 
 
Moorabool Shire is a fast growing peri-urban municipality ideally placed between Melbourne and Ballarat, and in close proximity to Geelong. It is equidistant to Melbourne International and Avalon Airports and close to the sea ports of 
Geelong and Melbourne.  The municipality is positioned along the major road and rail transport corridors between Melbourne and Adelaide. 

Moorabool Shire is a popular tree change destination, growing as fast as any other local government area in inland regional Victoria.  The shire’s population is forecast to approximately double, from 35,204 in 2020 to 63,839 in 2041 
(source: forecast.id).  More than half the population lives in Bacchus Marsh and surrounds, where the population is forecast to approximately double, from 22,816 in 2020 to 46,195 in 2041.  Much of this growth is due to spill-over pressure 
from the rapidly expanding western growth corridor of metropolitan Melbourne, particularly Melton.  The shire’s second largest population can be found in and around Ballan where the population is forecast to more than double, from 2,564 
in 2020 to 6,714 in 2041.  The remaining population is distributed throughout the large number of small towns, hamlets and farming areas within the Shire.  The majority of people who relocate to Moorabool Shire are young families 
seeking a semi-rural lifestyle.  

In recent years, Council has undertaken a significant amount of strategic work, to provide strategic direction for the growth of the shire up to the year 2041, including (but not limited to): 

• Bacchus Marsh Urban Growth Framework, 2018   (adopted by Council on 19 September 2018) 
• Housing Bacchus Marsh to 2041 (2018) (Housing Strategy)   (adopted by Council on 3 August 2016) 
• Parwan Employment Precinct Planning Study, 2018 
• Parwan Employment Precinct Business Case, 2018 
• Parwan Employment Precinct – Agribusiness Analysis   (adopted by Council on 2 December 2015) 
• Ballan Strategic Directions, 2018   (adopted by Council on 1 November 2017 and amended on 6 June 2018) 
• Maddingley Planning Study – Background Report, 2019 
• Bacchus Marsh Integrated Transport Strategy, 2015   (adopted by Council on 2 December 2015) 
• Moorabool Industrial Areas Strategy, 2015   (adopted by Council on 2 December 2015) 
• Moorabool Shire Economic Development Strategy, 2015   (adopted by Council on 2 December 2015) 
• Moorabool Shire Retail Strategy 2041 (2016)   (adopted by Council on 2 December 2015) 
• Moorabool Small Towns and Settlements Strategy   (adopted by Council on 14 September 2016) 

Both the Bacchus Marsh Urban Growth Framework (UGF) and the Housing Strategy set a strong vision and direction for the growth and development of Bacchus Marsh to 2041. 

The UGF was prepared in collaboration between Council and the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) and implemented via Moorabool Planning Scheme Amendment C81 (gazetted on 6 December 2018).  The UGF identifies future 
residential growth precincts, new employment precincts and key infrastructure requirements.   

The UGF also establishes the following important export-based employment objectives: 

• Plan for greater self-sufficiency in the Bacchus Marsh economy through growth and diversification. 
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• Recognise and protect the role of the Bacchus Marsh Irrigation District as a major part of Melbourne’s food bowl. 
• Plan for a regionally significant employment hub of value-adding agribusiness and export-led businesses within the Parwan Employment Precinct (PEP). 
• Protect state-significant sand resources at Darley/Coimadai. 
• Protect the state-significant Maddingley Waste and Resource Recovery (WRR) Hub (including coal mining). 

The UGF identifies the PEP which is an area of approximately 2,480 hectares (including the existing Bacchus Marsh Aerodrome), located to the south-east of the Bacchus Marsh urban area.  Much of the land within the PEP is currently 
used for agriculture and rural residential uses, with a limited range of commercial, recreation and utility uses.  The PEP is a major initiative, which holds significant economic and employment growth potential for Bacchus Marsh, with the 
potential to attract high levels of new industrial investment.  To achieve this, it must be serviced, protected against residential encroachment, and properly marketed.  The PEP is beneficially located within the Bacchus Marsh food bowl, 
close to markets and away from residential land.  It has the capacity to accommodate value-add and high amenity impact businesses, particularly those seeking to relocate to more affordable and unencumbered land close to the 
metropolitan area.  Sufficient supply of serviced and zoned land will attract these investment opportunities.  The land is most suited to agriculture and related uses due to its soil quality, proximity to the Bacchus Marsh Irrigation District and 
potential to be serviced with potable or non-potable water (from the Bacchus Marsh Recycled Water Plant) depending on industry needs and availability of supply. 

The importance and potential of the PEP is recognised at the state level and the VPA (as the Planning Authority) is undertaking planning work to develop this precinct in the short term.  The Parwan Employment Precinct Business Case 
has been prepared, which identifies some of the key infrastructure and investment priorities required to support development of the PEP.  The business informed the preparation of the Parwan Employment Precinct Planning Study, which 
establishes a conceptual land use framework for the PEP.  Both the business case and the planning study will be important inputs to the ultimate preparation of a Development Plan for the PEP. 

The PEP is suited to a range integrated agribusiness uses that will drive local prosperity and employment growth.  Likely uses include meat processing, feed lot/saleyards, mushrooms, poultry, hydroponics and associated co-located 
industries.  Opportunities also exist for new industries with potential synergies with the operations at the Maddingley Waste and Resource Recovery (WRR) Hub (including coal mining).  It has been estimated that the PEP has potential for 
1,200 to 1,500 jobs. 

Paramount to the success of the PEP is the improvement of road connections to the Western Freeway, via the proposed Eastern Link Road (ELR) which will provide an important north-south bypass to the east of Bacchus Marsh.  The 
Bacchus Marsh urban area currently experiences high volumes of heavy freight traffic, much of which is associated with existing state significant industries, including the Maddingley WRR Hub (located to the south) and the 
Darley/Coimadai sand quarries (located to the north).  The ELR will improve freight connections between Bacchus Marsh and the Port of Geelong, the Port of Melbourne and the Calder Freeway.  Importantly, the ELR will also remove 
high volumes of heavy freight traffic from the Bacchus Marsh urban area. 

The provision of essential utility services including gas and water (including recycled water) is also critical to the success of the PEP.   

Council has recently approved a Development Plan for the Parwan Industrial Precinct, which comprises 191 hectares of Industrial 1 Zone land located in the south-eastern portion of the PEP.  The Parwan Industrial Precinct is currently 
un-serviced land and requires major investment to provide for critical infrastructure such as reticulated gas, electricity, water, sewer, stormwater drainage and telecommunications.  The Development Plan will provide a framework for a 
master-planned agribusiness-related industrial precinct that will provide for employment opportunities.  The first stage of development will include a protein recovery facility (i.e. a meat rendering plant), an abattoir and a cold storage 
facility.  Future stages are expected to provide for a range of agribusiness related industrial land uses.  A planning permit was recently granted for the protein recovery facility, subject to conditions requiring provision of utility services 
(amongst other conditions).   
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Table ES 2 – What are the infrastructure investment opportunities and constraints for Central Highlands? 

Table ES 2 in the Central Highlands Industry Profile (2019) seeks to identify the infrastructure investment opportunities and constraints for Central Highlands.  Moorabool Shire Council is concerned that Table ES 2 contains a number of 
major inaccuracies or oversights, as identified in bold text in the following table.  Table ES 2 fails to recognise Moorabool’s role as a peri-urban municipality which is experiencing significant population growth, and which has great potential 
for growth in industries of revealed comparative advantage, subject to the provision of adequate infrastructure. 

Industry Revealed 
sectors 

Relevant 
LGAs 

Identified needs Opportunities to address needs Constraints to economic development of 
the sector. 

Agriculture, 
forestry and 
fisheries 

Agriculture 
(poultry and 
horticulture) 

Golden Plains  
Moorabool 

Reliable irrigation water supply for intensive agriculture, such as 
poultry farms and horticulture, including broadacre cropping 
and hydroponics. 
 
The Bacchus Marsh Urban Growth Framework (UGF) 
identifies the Bacchus Marsh Irrigation District (BMID) as a 
State-significant resource. 
 
The Parwan Employment Precinct (PEP) has significant 
potential for development of hydroponics horticulture, as 
identified in various planning strategies / studies undertaken 
by Moorabool Shire Council, in collaboration with the 
Victorian Planning Authority and Regional Development 
Victoria. The PEP is identified in the Bacchus Marsh UGF and 
the Moorabool Planning Scheme (clause 21.07). 
 

Infrastructure investment to achieve greater water security in 
these LGAs will become critical to ensure the ongoing viability 
or further development of intensive agriculture in a changing 
climate.  
 
Treated wastewater from the Bacchus Marsh Recycled 
Water Plant presents an opportunity for enhancement of 
supply to the BMID, and also for the development of 
hydroponics horticulture in the PEP, particularly if the 
water is treated to ‘class A’ standard.  
 

Availability of irrigation water (quantity and 
quality), which is a function of availability and 
quality of irrigation infrastructure, such as the 
Bacchus Marsh Irrigation District.   
 
The provision of adequate water 
infrastructure is a major constraint to the 
development of the PEP, which has a focus 
on agribusiness and related industries. 

 Agriculture 
(sheep, grain, 
horticulture and 
intensive 
livestock) 

Pyrenees 
Golden Plains  
Hepburn 
Ararat 
Moorabool 

The sheep, grain, horticulture and intensive farming industries 
would benefit from improved access to NBN and mobile 
broadband services (including the BMID, the PEP and quality 
agricultural land elsewhere in Moorabool Shire, particularly 
the rich volcanic soils in the west of the shire). 
 

Enhance investment in NBN or telecommunication assets in 
prime agricultural production areas including for intensive 
livestock and horticulture production. 

Limited access to fast and reliable internet 
services in rural LGAs, compared to 
metropolitan regions. This constrains farm 
businesses ability to implement the latest 
technology on-farm 

  Pyrenees 
Golden Plains  
Hepburn 
Ararat 
Moorabool 

The sheep, grain, horticulture and intensive farming industries and 
input suppliers need quality transport routes to markets, storage, 
processors and direct to customers (including the BMID, the PEP 
and quality agricultural land elsewhere in Moorabool Shire, 
particularly the rich volcanic soils in the west of the shire).  
 
The Bacchus Marsh UGF identifies the PEP as having 
potential for a range of agribusiness (e.g. hydroponics) and 
related industrial land uses.   
 
The need for the ELR is identified in the Bacchus Marsh UGF 
and the Moorabool Planning Scheme (clause 21.07).   
 
The Central Highlands Regional Transport Strategy 2014 
identifies the following priority projects relevant to Moorabool 
Shire: 
• Provision of enhanced rail connections between 

Melbourne, Ballarat and Ararat, with the extension of 
suburban services to peri-urban areas;  

• Western Highway – upgrade of the highway to freeway 
standard between Leigh Creek and Woodmans Hill, and 

Invest in priority road infrastructure that improves access 
between agricultural production and domestic and 
international markets.   
 
Priority road infrastructure projects for Moorabool Shire 
include: 
• The Bacchus Marsh Eastern Link Road (ELR), for 

which Regional Roads Victoria has commenced a 
corridor alignment study.  The ELR will provide a 
critical arterial link from Geelong-Bacchus Marsh 
Road in the south to Gisborne Road in the north, 
linking with the Western Freeway and removing high 
volumes of heavy freight traffic from the Bacchus 
Marsh urban area.  The ELR will improve freight 
connections between Bacchus Marsh and the Port of 
Geelong, and between Bacchus Marsh and the Calder 
Freeway. 

• Upgrade of the Western Highway to freeway standard, 
to improve freight connections between Bacchus 
Marsh and Melbourne (including the Port of 

Inadequate roads in rural areas limit farm 
businesses ability to sell agricultural produce in 
a timely, safe and efficient manner. 
 
The lack of an adequate arterial road 
network is a major constraint to the 
development of the PEP, which has a focus 
on agribusiness and related industries. 
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Industry Revealed 
sectors 

Relevant 
LGAs 

Identified needs Opportunities to address needs Constraints to economic development of 
the sector. 

removal of at-grade crossings between Deer Park and 
Melton; 

• Development of north-south arterials through Bacchus 
Marsh, including upgraded connections to the Western 
Freeway; and 

• Investigate upgrading the Western Highway from Ballarat 
(Ballarat Western Link Road) to the Port of Melbourne for 
High Productivity Freight Vehicles (mass). 

 
The Bacchus Marsh Integrated Transport Strategy 2015 
identifies the need for the following transport improvements: 
• By 2021, Bacchus Marsh needs: 

o Construction of an eastern town bypass to cater 
for expected growth within the township and 
surrounding areas and to remove freight 
movements from the town centre. 

• By 2031, Bacchus Marsh needs: 
o Duplication of the Ballarat-Melbourne rail corridor 

to Bacchus Marsh. 
 

Melbourne), and between Bacchus Marsh and Ballarat 
(and beyond).  Specific upgrade requirements include: 

o Between Leigh Creek and Woodmans Hill; 
o Removal of at-grade intersections between 

Deer Park and Melton. 
 

  Moorabool Bacchus Marsh is a rapidly growing regional centre, with the 
population forecast to approximately double, from 22,816 in 
2020 to 46,195 in 2041 (source: forecast.id and the UGF).  
There are currently no tertiary education facilities in Bacchus 
Marsh. 
 
Ballan is also a rapidly growing regional town, with the 
population forecast to more than double, from 2,564 in 2020 
to 6,714 in 2041 (source: forecast.id and Ballan Strategic 
Directions).   
 
The Moorabool Planning Scheme (clause 21.05) includes an 
objective “to ensure that education services provision 
matches projected demand”.  A related strategy is to 
“investigate and support opportunities for agricultural 
education facilities in Bacchus Marsh, to support the 
agricultural focus of the town”.   
 

Invest in tertiary education facilities in Bacchus Marsh, 
with a particular focus on agriculture. 

The lack of local agricultural education 
facilities will: 
• Limit the potential for the agricultural 

sector to develop, innovate and prosper 
to its full potential. 

• Result in a declining proportion of local 
youth choosing agriculture related 
careers. 

  Moorabool 
 

The Moorabool Small Towns and Settlements Strategy 
(adopted by Council on 14 September 2016) identifies 
Bungaree and Wallace as having long term potential for some 
growth, subject to the provision of reticulated sewer.   
 
Bungaree and Wallace are small towns, located in close 
proximity to the Ballarat CBD (approximately 12 and 16 
kilometres respectively), and surrounded by high quality 
agricultural land (volcanic soils).  The communities in the 
vicinity of Bungaree and Wallace have expressed a desire for 

Invest in reticulated sewer infrastructure to service the 
towns of Bungaree and Wallace. 

The lack of reticulated sewer infrastructure 
in Bungaree and Wallace will result in 
ongoing demand for rural dwellings and 
subdivision in the vicinity of these towns.  
These pressures will impact on the long 
term viability of agricultural enterprises.   
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Industry Revealed 
sectors 

Relevant 
LGAs 

Identified needs Opportunities to address needs Constraints to economic development of 
the sector. 

new dwellings to be facilitated within these towns, to enable 
opportunities for retiring farmers, family members or 
employees to reside in close proximity to farms.  However, 
Moorabool Shire Council is unable to approve new dwellings 
in these towns, as they are located within a potable water 
supply catchment and currently lack reticulated sewer 
infrastructure. 
 
Consequently, Council is experiencing ongoing demand for 
rural dwellings and subdivision in the vicinity of these towns 
and Council is mindful that these pressures can impact on the 
long term viability of agricultural enterprises.   
 

Manufacturing Food Product 
Manufacturing 

Ararat 
Golden Plains 
Ballarat 
Hepburn 
Moorabool 

Meat, grain and horticulture processors need reliable and cost-
effective access to water, energy and waste services.  
 
Moorabool Shire has recently approved a development plan 
for the Parwan Industrial Precinct, which comprises 
191 hectares of Industrial 1 Zone land located within the PEP.  
The development plan will provide a framework for a master-
planned agribusiness-related industrial precinct that will 
provide for employment opportunities.  The first stage of 
development will include a protein recovery facility (i.e. a 
meat rendering plant), an abattoir and a cold storage facility.  
Future stages are expected to provide for a range of 
agribusiness related industrial land uses.  A planning permit 
was recently granted for the protein recovery facility, subject 
to conditions requiring provision of utility services (amongst 
other conditions). 
 

To encourage investment in new processing facilities, access 
to reliable and modern utility services for water, energy and 
waste is essential. 
 
The Parwan Industrial Precinct is currently un-serviced 
land and requires major investment to provide for critical 
infrastructure such as reticulated gas, electricity, water, 
sewer, stormwater drainage and telecommunications. 

Meat, grain and horticulture processing is 
highly water and energy intensive. Without 
access to such services and resources, 
businesses are unable to develop or expand. 
 
The provision of adequate utility services 
infrastructure is a major constraint to the 
development of the Parwan Industrial 
Precinct, which has a focus on 
agribusiness related industries. 

Mining and 
energy 

Wind energy 
power 
generation 
(Identified as 
emerging 
industry, based 
on the future 
opportunities 
identified in the 
SWOT however, 
it does not have 
a RCA as such) 
 
What about 
coal mining and 
associated 
activities at the 
Maddingley 

Hepburn 
Moorabool 

Proximity to the energy source and to parts of the electricity grid 
with spare capacity. The ability to create buffers to sensitive land 
uses. Access to appropriate transport infrastructure. 
 
Moorabool Shire benefits from significant wind resources, 
some of which have been harnessed by recent wind energy 
facilities including the Yalloak, Moorabool and Lal Lal Wind 
Farms (refer to link below). 
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/community/windfarms-
in-moorabool 
 
Sustainability Victoria has provided $500,000 funding towards 
a waste to energy (WtE) and Material Recovery Facility (MRF) 
within the Maddingley Planning Study area.  The project is 
expected to divert an additional 100,000 tonnes of residual 
waste from landfill per year and provide approximately 15 full 
time equivalent jobs.  The MRF will sort the commercial and 
industrial (C&I) waste prior to being used to generate energy 

Development of enabling infrastructure such as connecting 
roads and transmission network connections is essential to the 
efficient, cost-effective and safe operation of wind turbine 
infrastructure. 
 
Moorabool Shire Council is aware of a proposal by Mondo 
(the business arm of Ausnet Services), to construct a new 
500kV transmission line from Sydenham to Ballarat.  The 
transmission line route is yet to be determined and this 
may present opportunities for additional renewable 
energy generation (wind, solar or waste to energy) and 
access to the high voltage network from the PEP and the 
Maddingley Planning Study area. 
 
As discussed above, the Bacchus Marsh ELR is a priority 
road project for Moorabool Shire. The ELR will provide a 
critical arterial link from Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Road in 
the south (Maddingley area) to Gisborne Road in the north 

New wind turbine developments are located in 
remote rural areas on greenfield sites that 
require access to enabling infrastructure. 

https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/community/windfarms-in-moorabool
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/residents/community/windfarms-in-moorabool
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Industry Revealed 
sectors 

Relevant 
LGAs 

Identified needs Opportunities to address needs Constraints to economic development of 
the sector. 

Waste and 
Resource 
Recovery 
(WRR) Hub? 
 
What about 
waste to energy 
potential at the 
Maddingley 
WRR Hub? 
 
What about the 
Darley sand 
quarries? 

in a biomass boiler and steam generator.  Material to be 
diverted from the Maddingley WRR Hub includes timber 
(excluding native timber), flexible plastics from C&I and hydro 
pulp from commercial paper manufacturers.  Energy 
generated on-site could be sold to the adjacent Maddingley 
industrial precinct and has potential to be exported to the 
grid. 
 
The Bacchus Marsh UGF identifies the following State-
significant resources/industries: 
• Maddingley brown coal; 
• Maddingley WRR Hub; 
• Darley sand quarries; and 
• Bacchus Marsh Irrigation District. 
 

(Darley area), linking with the Western Freeway and 
removing high volumes of heavy freight traffic from the 
Bacchus Marsh urban area.  Much of the freight traffic is 
related to the Maddingley WRR Hub (and associated coal 
mine) and the Darley sand quarries. 
 

Tourism (Identified as 
emerging 
industry, based 
on the future 
opportunities 
identified in the 
SWOT however, 
it does not have 
an RCA as such) 
 
What about 
agriculture-
related tourism 
potential, such 
as ‘paddock-to-
plate’, wineries, 
etc.? 

All Nature based tourism sites including National Parks require basic 
amenities and infrastructure to encourage investment in 
experiences, food and accommodation services. 
 
Moorabool Shire possesses significant natural attractions, 
including the Brisbane Ranges National Park, Lerderderg 
State Park and Werribee Gorge State Park, Long Forest 
Nature Conservation Reserve, Wombat State Forest, Bungal 
State Forest, Lal Lal State Forest, Lal Lal-Bungal Historic 
Area, and Lal Lal Falls Scenic Reserve. 
 
Moorabool Shire possesses a strong agricultural sector and 
the BMID has long served as an attraction for day visitors due 
to its local produce stalls.  With the rapid rate of population 
growth and urban development in the western metropolitan 
growth corridor, there is potential to expand/improve the day / 
weekend visitation offerings related to the agricultural sector. 
 
The Moorabool Planning Scheme (clause 21.04) includes an 
objective “to increase productivity and investment associated 
with the Bacchus Marsh Irrigation District”.  A related strategy 
is to “Encourage the use and development of land for small-
scale tourist activities that are associated with, or enhance 
the use of the land for agricultural purposes”. 
 

Development of enabling infrastructure, such as public 
amenities, at nature-based tourist destinations will encourage 
investment in tourist experiences and supporting services 
(food, beverage and accommodation). 
 
Installing information/directional signage at nature-based 
tourist destinations will encourage visitors to visit 
Moorabool’s towns (particularly Bacchus Marsh, Ballan 
and Blackwood).  This will encourage investment in 
tourist experiences and supporting services (food, 
beverage and accommodation). 
 
Encourage investment in a Bacchus Marsh main street 
civic precinct, with an agricultural theme including 
interpretive displays / sculpture / art relating to the history 
of the BMID, and highlighting the importance of protecting 
and enhancing local food production as a means of 
reducing carbon emissions. 
 

Limited public amenities at nature-based or 
remote tourist destinations constrains the 
potential numbers of visitors able to access the 
site or length of time that they will stay at a 
site. 
 
Lack of information/directional signage at 
nature-based tourist destinations results in 
visitors not being encouraged to visit 
Moorabool’s towns and, thus, local 
businesses are missing out on potential 
trade. 
 
Limited visitor facilities and attractions in 
the Bacchus Marsh town centre limits the 
number of potential visitors and limits the 
length of their stay. 
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Business plans, service plans, program evaluations or other evidence to support Moorabool Shire’s submission: 

• Bacchus Marsh Urban Growth Framework, 2018 
• Parwan Employment Precinct Planning Study, 2018 
• Parwan Employment Precinct Business Case, 2018 
• Parwan Industrial Precinct – Development Plan, 2019 
• Housing Bacchus Marsh to 2041 (2018) 
• Ballan Strategic Directions, 2018 
• Maddingley Planning Study – Background Report, 2019 
• Sustainability Victoria’s submission to the Maddingley Planning Study – Background Report, 2019 
• Central Highlands Regional Transport Strategy, 2014 
• Bacchus Marsh Integrated Transport Strategy, 2015 
• Moorabool Industrial Areas Strategy, 2015 
• Moorabool Shire Economic Development Strategy, 2015 
• Moorabool Shire Retail Strategy 2041 (2016) 
• Moorabool Small Towns and Settlements Strategy 
• Bungaree and Wallace Residential Encroachment Mapping 
 
 
These documents can be accessed via the below link: 
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2. Addressing Regional Disadvantage 

Early year’s services: 

Council recognises the importance of planned services and infrastructure for children and families and that an investment in early year’s services is important if children in Moorabool (particularly those from vulnerable families) are to reach 
their full potential in terms of social, health, educational and economic outcomes later in life.    

 The development of a new Early Years Hub in West Maddingley has been identified as a key priority for Council, primarily due to population growth and a corresponding deficit of early years and community infrastructure in the area.  
Council has identified this project as a priority action within the 2017-2021 Council Plan and as a key project within advocacy documents.  The Moorabool Community Infrastructure Framework 2019 has also identified the construction of 
the West Maddingley Early Years and Community Hub as urgent.    

 Currently there is an existing shortfall of 63 places for four‐year‐old kindergarten programs in the Maddingley area and this number will increase as families move to the area.  There is also no permanent Maternal and Child Health 
infrastructure in the Bacchus Marsh and Maddingley area.  Council’s Maternal and Child Health Service has recently had to vacate the Gell Street site, with a new location being secured at Turner Street Medical Centre at a cost of $17,000 
per year. There is an immediate need for Council to secure long-term and full-time access to at least one additional consulting room in the Bacchus Marsh or Maddingley area.  This would decrease the need for renting spaces and 
would allow the third consulting room at the Darley Early Years Hub to be used for other children and family services including early intervention, allied health visitations and family support. It would also allow Council to meet the recent 
increase in demand for Maternal and Child Health due to the increase in births in 2018.  Another additional Maternal and Child Health consulting room is required by 2021, located within Bacchus Marsh or Maddingley. This suggests that 
Council should secure two additional rooms in the very short term.    

 The kindergarten infrastructure in Bacchus Marsh and Darley cannot cope with the current or future demands, due to the introduction of funded three-year-old kindergarten programs and planned development expected to deliver 8,000 
new residents. There is also no early year’s infrastructure in Maddingley (other than private long day care) and limited access to community spaces in the area.  The proposed West Maddingley Early Years and Community Hub will be 
located adjacent to a proposed primary school site and will provide integrated, inclusive and collaborative early years services that offer access to high quality health, education, care and children and family services in Moorabool.   

Access to quality, accessible and targeted early years services, which focus on children’s cognitive, social and emotional development, are the foundation to a connected, engaged and productive community in the future.  Family function 
and quality of parenting are both affected by the nature of the family’s personal support networks, the degree of social capital in their local communities, and the quality of the social infrastructure. An integrated approach to early childhood 
development is recognised as important in supporting strengths-based, flexible approaches and facilitating holistic responses for children and families. This approach enables families to access multiple services for their children and 
themselves in a cohesive way. Integrated approaches also seek to maximise the impact of different early childhood disciplines with a clear focus on the child, within the context of family and community. The integration of a suite of early 
year’s services operating from a centralised hub is also supported at a state and federal government policy level.  In Victoria, the partnership for early years services is through the compact agreement. This is a ten-year agreement between 
the Department of Education and Training, the Department of Health and Human Services and local government (represented by the Municipal Association of Victoria), who together provide collective stewardship of the early years 
system.   

Council demonstrates its commitment to ensuring that children and families have access to quality early years services and support through the strategic allocation of resources to this area and in its continual pursuit of providing the best 
possible early year’s opportunities for children and their families. The best investment is in quality early childhood development is from birth to five years, especially for disadvantaged children and their families (Heckman J, 2012).  There is 
substantial evidence that investment in the early years is the most cost-effective means of tackling long-term health conditions and health inequity. Investing in the early years offers the possibility of shifting the trajectory of a person’s 
health over the course of their life and disrupting intergenerational cycles of disadvantage. Significant populations of children and young people are at risk of poorer developmental outcomes, due to entrenched and often intergenerational 
disadvantage. For children, the effects of disadvantage can result in less satisfactory early development before and after birth. It can lead to fewer opportunities for education and later employment, less opportunity to learn about healthy 
nutrition and lifestyles, and unhealthy behaviours such as smoking and heavy alcohol use.     

Providing high quality services to children and their families should be considered by all tiers of government, to ensure that every child receives the best possible start in life.  

 

Young People: 

Council has prepared the Moorabool Shire Council Youth Strategy, 2019.  The population of persons aged 15 - 24 in Moorabool Shire is forecast to grow to 8,126 by 2041.  According to the 2016 Census, Moorabool Shire has a higher 
proportion of: 

• People who left school at Year 10 or below, and a lower proportion of people who completed Year 12 or equivalent, compared to greater Melbourne; and 
• People aged between 15-24 years old not in paid employment or enrolled in education, compared to Victoria as a whole. 

In Moorabool Shire, young people aged 15-24 continue to be at higher risk of unemployment than other age groups. In January 2016, the youth unemployment rate was more than twice the overall unemployment rate (5.8 percent) and 
more than 2.5 times the rate among adults aged 25 and older (4.6 percent). Lack of transport is a barrier for young people to get to and from paid employment, in Bacchus Marsh and surrounds, and also in rural areas.  

Young people in Moorabool Shire experience less favourable educational outcomes, often leaving school early. They are less likely to attend university and are less likely to be employed, than those throughout metropolitan Melbourne. In 
Moorabool Shire, 26.3 percent of young people leave school before completing year ten, compared with 21.6 percent across metropolitan Melbourne. 

Pathways into employment is an issue for young people, with 24.2 percent of school leavers looking for work six months later.  School participation rates of young people with a disability are slightly lower than for young people without a 
disability, and young people with a disability are less likely to complete Year 12.  
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During the consultation for the Moorabool Shire Council Youth Strategy, young people told Council the following: 

• Lack of employment opportunities is an issue. 
• Lack of experience, education and access to transport are significant barriers to employment.  Lack of transport is a barrier in Bacchus Marsh and surrounds, and also rural areas, as young people have to rely on others to get 

them to and from paid employment. In particular, lack of a bus service directly from Bacchus Marsh to Melton was identified as a barrier to young people accessing employment opportunities at the Woodgrove shopping complex. 
 

Business plans, service plans, program evaluations or other evidence to support Moorabool Shire’s submission: 

• Moorabool Shire Council Youth Strategy, 2019.  

• Moorabool Shire Council Plan 2017-2021 (2019 review) 

 

These documents can be accessed via the below link: 
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