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Addressing Regional Disadvantage 

Name:    

Organisation: Campaspe Cohuna LLEN 

Position:  

Email:   

Contact phone number:  

To which region or regions does your submission relate? 
The towns of Kyabram, Tongala, Rochester and Rushworth in the Campaspe local government area.  

Have we captured the main issues of disadvantage in your region? 
Yes, in regards to access to transport, particularly for those without licences, their own car, or 
unable to drive due to age, illness or disability. Lack of transport affects access to health, education 
and employment services and opportunities.  

Can you provide evidence of an infrastructure barrier that is contributing to poor 
outcomes in this region? 
Transport from Kyabram, Tongala, Rochester and Rushworth to regional centres such as Echuca, 
Shepparton and Bendigo is very limited.  

Education, health services and support agencies are available at these regional centres, yet people 
without their own transport are unable to access them.  

There are more employment options in larger centres but transport is essential to get there.  

There are study options in larger centres too, but not suitable transport to get there. 

Disadvantaged people are unable to access the services and supports they need to improve their 
lives, so their disadvantage is compounded and becomes impossible to escape.  

For young people in rural areas, who have disengaged from mainstream (secondary) education, 
there is no other option available to them. There is no other school or alternative education provider 
that they can reach. They are too young to have a licence, and even if/when they get a licence they 
don’t have car.  

V Line services these small towns, but the timetables are problematic.  

Rushworth to Shepparton:  
Bus: Departs at 8:34am and arrives at 10:35am  
The return trip is the next day.  

Rushworth to Bendigo:  
Bus: Departing Rushworth at 8:34am and arrives in Bendigo at 10:46am  
Bus: Departing Bendigo at 3:14pm and arrives in Rushworth at 6:27pm (more than 3 hours for a 
journey that would take 1 hour by car) 
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Tongala to Echuca:  
Bus: Departing 11:10am arriving in Echuca at 11:28am  
Bus: Departing Echuca at 4:00pm and arriving in Tongala at 4:20pm  

Tongala to Shepparton:  
Bus: Departing Tongala 8:45am and arriving in Shepparton at 9:55am 
Bus: Departing Shepparton at 3:40pm and arriving in Tongala at 4:50pm  

Rochester to Echuca:  
Train: Departing Rochester at 9:40am and arriving in Echuca at 10:03am 
Train: Departing Echuca at 12:55pm and arriving in Rochester at 1:20pm (latest train for weekdays)  

Rochester to Bendigo:  
Train: Departing Rochester at 7:34am and arriving in Bendigo at 8:33am  
Train: Departing Bendigo at 5:20pm and arriving in Rochester at 6:13pm 

Kyabram to Shepparton:  
Bus: Departing Kyabram at 9am and arriving in Shepparton at 9:55am  
Bus: Departing Shepparton 1:15pm and arriving in Kyabram at 2:35pm  

Only the Rochester – Bendigo timetable is useful for work and study. 

We have TAFE campuses in Bendigo and Shepparton, and a small TAFE facility in Echuca. There is 
much encouragement to acquire skills but public transport will not get people from these small 
towns to a TAFE in time for class and often will not get them back home until 9pm (or the next day). 
These times are also not suitable for employment. If the government is serious about tackling 
unemployment and skills development in rural areas then ways to access jobs and training must be 
provided.  

 

Case Study: A 19 year old man in Kyabram has recently completed his VCAL Foundation Certificate 
2019. He has an intellectual disability, his father is on a disability pension and has bipolar, his brother 
is at a special school and is funded for severe behaviour. The father has compromised mobility and a 
list of health issues. This student does not like to be too far from his dad just in case he falls or needs 
him. He is responsible for getting his younger brother on the special school bus each day, he cooks 
and he shops for the family when needed.  

The student has flourished over the past two years being able to work independently completing his 
VCAL and, running the school’s VCAL cafe, ‘the Grounds Café’, which he named and did the logo for. 

His goal is to own a café coffee shop, so hospitality and foods are his passion.  The school looked into 
a pathway to do hospitality starting with Certificate II and working up. The only place in our region is 
GOTAFE in Shepparton or Bendigo. But he cannot get to and from GOTAFE at the required times.  

Next the school arranged a meeting in Echuca to talk about another pathway Commercial Cookery 
Certificate III. They have a transition to study pathway that would assist the student to begin his 
course. They could adjust the number of units he would be required to do each year but there is no 
transport to get him to and from Echuca at the required times. Dad drove him to Echuca but the 
family budget does not extend to three days a week to and from Echuca. The young man does not 
have his L’s yet and may never get them.  
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The school is dismayed that a young person with skills and the desire to learn and work is being held 
back due to lack of public transport.  

 

Do you have ideas for infrastructure related solutions to address disadvantage in your 
region? 
Public transport is under-utilised in rural areas. A large part of the reason for this may be that the 
transport is not usable or useful. If the timetable gets you to your destination too late and the return 
journey is too early or too late to be reasonable, then public transport is an unattractive or 
unfeasible option. Changing times to fit with reasonable expectations to meet employment, training 
and appointment requirements would make it more attractive and result in increased patronage.  

Other transport options can help, including community transport. The examples cited in the 
background material provided for these submissions would be suitable for some of these towns.  

A new option in Echuca is a community bus run by Crossenvale Community House. The bus was 
donated by Moama Bowling Club and volunteers drive it. The bus is available for transport for any 
purpose including social interactions.  
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