
The 2019/20 bushfire season, followed 
by the coronavirus pandemic, have 
shown how things can change quickly. 
This means Victoria must be willing to be 
flexible and resilient, while also preparing 
for long-term challenges including climate 
change, technological disruption and slower 
population growth.

To be ready for these long-term challenges Victoria 
will need to:

\   Navigate the energy transition 

\   Respond to a changing climate 

\   Embrace technological opportunities 

\   Stay connected to global markets, and 

\   Build a circular, zero-waste economy.

Navigate the energy transition
To limit the damaging impacts of climate change, 
Victoria has set a target of net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050, legislated in the Climate Change 
Act 2017.

The draft 30-year infrastructure strategy includes 
recommendations to: 

\   accelerate the use of zero-emission technologies 

\   transition to renewable energy sources 

\   improve energy efficiency of new and existing 
buildings, and 

\   limit the expansion of the gas network in new 
housing estates.

Victoria’s Draft 30-Year

Infrastructure 
Strategy 

Confront long-term challenges

Infrastructure Victoria welcomes 
feedback on all the draft 
recommendations. 

We are particularly interested in 
hearing your views on:

Energy: 

How can the Victorian Government 
make Renewable Energy Zones  
a success?

Water: 

What are your thoughts about using 
recycled water for drinking?

Telehealth: 

What changes can assist people to use 
or keep using telehealth services?

Transport: 

How can we temporarily use land  
reserved for future transport and 
infrastructure projects?

To answer these questions and more, 
visit infravic.com/30yearstrategy
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http://infravic.com/30yearstrategy


Respond to a changing climate 
Victorians will experience more frequent and 
intense bushfires, heatwaves, droughts, extreme 
rainfall events and coastal flooding in coming 
decades due to climate change. Victoria’s 
agricultural and urban water supplies will be at a 
greater risk due to changing rainfall patterns. 

The draft strategy shows Victoria can prepare for 
climate change if we: 

\  use and manage alternative water sources

\   protect our coastlines from erosion and storm 
surges, and 

\   plan, update and build infrastructure to be 
more resilient in extreme weather.

Embrace technological 
opportunities 

New technologies can support efficient and 
productive infrastructure and services, unleashing 
new ways to communicate, work, travel, access 
services and connect. 

The draft strategy proposes investment in 
technology which would support: 

\  better access to telehealth services 

\  an efficient and modern justice system, and

\  a more responsive police service. 

Investing in technology can also help prepare 
current and future road users for the transition 
to electric vehicles, automated vehicles and 
personal mobility devices, such as electric bikes 
and scooters.

Stay connected to global markets 
Victorian businesses need strong connections 
to local and international markets. Freight and 
ports will need to adapt to changing dynamics. 
Industry must be able to find new customers  
and export products to remain competitive. 

The draft strategy recommends planning and 
securing land now for future ports and freight 
terminals, as well as better connecting outer 
metropolitan Melbourne by road and rail with  
port and freight infrastructure.

Build a zero-waste economy
A zero-waste economy (or circular economy) 
aims to reduce the environmental impacts of 
production and consumption by avoiding, reusing 
and recycling materials. 

To achieve a circular economy, Victorians will 
need to reduce, reuse and recycle more of our 
waste including paper, card, plastics, glass 
and organics. The draft strategy recommends 
upgrades to waste processing infrastructure, 
supporting new markets for recycled materials, 
improve kerbside recycling and planning for  
residual waste. 



How can Victoria confront the long-term challenges?

Extensive evidence, research and consultation has informed our draft recommendations to confront 
long-term challenges.

1.1 Navigate the energy transition

# Recommendations
1 Accelerate the uptake of zero emissions 

vehicles

2 Augment electricity transmission for renewable 
energy and resilience

3 Identify and coordinate priority Renewable 
Energy Zones

4 Require 7-star energy-rated new homes in 
2022, increasing towards 8 stars by 2025

5 Mandate a home energy rating disclosure 
scheme

6 Make Victorian Government buildings more 
energy efficient

7 Reduce peak electricity use with demand 
management pricing

8 Allow new gas-free housing estates and review 
current gas policies

1.2 Respond to a changing climate

# Recommendations
9 Specify climate scenarios and carbon value in 

assessing infrastructure

10 Strategically review climate consequences for 
infrastructure

11 Consider all water supply sources

12 Progress integrated water cycle management

13 Improve decision-making for urban water 
investment

14 Strengthen agricultural water security by 
modernising irrigation

15 Upgrade Victoria’s emergency water network

16 Invest in protecting Victoria’s coasts

1.3 Embrace technological opportunities

# Recommendations
17 Prepare for increasingly automated  

vehicle fleets

18 Facilitate integration of public transport with 
new mobility services

19 Incorporate personal mobility devices  
in regulation

20 Transform road network operations for all 
current and future modes

21 Use innovation to deliver better models of 
healthcare

22 Modernise courts through digitisation and 
contemporary shared facilities

23 Improve technology and infrastructure for a 
responsive police service

1.4 Stay connected to global markets

# Recommendations
24 Optimise capacity at the Port of Melbourne

25 Act now to protect the future Bay West Port option

26 Purchase land for Melbourne’s future  
freight terminals

27 Construct an outer metropolitan road and  
rail corridor

1.5 Build a circular economy

# Recommendations
28 Facilitate improved recycling infrastructure for 

priority materials

29 Strengthen end markets for recycled materials

30 Address barriers to recycling and  
reducing waste

31 Minimise waste and improve residual waste 
infrastructure planning



Keep in touch 

To speak with the project team reach out via

03 9936 1711 

enquiries@infrastructurevictoria.com.au

infrastructurevictoria.com.au

Twitter

LinkedIn

Facebook

For hearing or speech support from the National 
Relay Service call, 1300 555 727

If English is not your first language you can access 
translating and interpreting services. Please phone 
National Relay Services on 131 450

How can I take part?

The draft strategy is now ready for review. This is  
your chance to help shape Victoria’s future.

We invite all Victorians to provide feedback on 
the draft strategy until Friday 26 February, 2021. 
Victorians can comment on all recommendations,  
or the parts of the draft strategy that are of interest.

Provide feedback by completing an online survey, 
making a submission, attending an online  
event or speaking with the team over the phone.  
It is part of Infrastructure Victoria’s commitment to 
listen to the community and to hear a wide range  
of perspectives. 

To have your say, visit infravic.com/30yearstrategy
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