WHAT YOU
NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT VICTORIA’S
DRAFT 30-YEAR
INFRASTRUCTURE
STRATEGY
Infrastructure Victoria has
released a draft 30-year
infrastructure strategy.
It outlines a pipeline of initiatives
that, delivered over the next three
decades, would create the best
possible future for the state.

What the strategy is trying to achieve
The draft strategy aims to create a thriving, connected
and sustainable future.
It seeks to better connect people to jobs, services and
each other, and support Victoria’s businesses, industries
and communities.
It strives to create a Victoria where everyone can access
essential services, where accommodation is available
for the most vulnerable Victorians, where the transport
network is more efficient and better connected and where
growth is directed to areas better equipped to cope.

Types of recommendation
The 30-year strategy outlines a pipeline of initiatives to be
delivered over the short, medium and long term. Some
of these initiatives are new assets to build - state shaping
projects that could transform how Victorians live and move.
Many other initiatives involve no construction, but could be
even more impactful. These include policy and regulatory
reforms that could profoundly change how people use
existing assets.
Of course major new projects will be needed over the next
30 years, but with finite funding, initiatives that seek to
manage demand and better use existing infrastructure are
just as important. And in some instances, the full benefits
of new infrastructure cannot be realised without policy or
regulatory reform.

In total, the draft strategy
delivers 134 recommendations.
Of these, around 35 per cent are new projects. These
include transport projects, like North East Link, growth
area local buses and cycling corridors and walking
improvements, as well as smaller construction projects,
such as supporting the construction of new public
libraries and improved public spaces.
Around 45 per cent are behaviour change/supply
management initiatives such as the implementation of
driverless vehicles and community space refurbishment
and rationalisation.

134

The remaining recommendations are about better planning
and prioritisation and further investigation. Some of these
recommendations include determining trigger points for
increased water supply and planning for major cultural/
sporting infrastructure.

The common link
Information and communication technology connectivity
will be critical to Victoria’s success over the coming
decades. It is the common link running through the
strategy. We know that gaps in fixed and mobile
coverage are a significant issue, particularly in parts
of regional and rural Victoria. State government can’t
address this issue on its own, but it can do more. We
encourage state government to take a more proactive,
coordinated approach to addressing this pressing
infrastructure challenge.

Key recommendations
Infrastructure Victoria has identified three key
recommendations that are considered the most
important actions for government to take in the short
to medium term.
1. Plan to increase densities in established areas
to make better use of existing infrastructure.
Victorian cities are expanding and government must
continue to plan for new communities. But the more
Victorian cities sprawl, the harder it is for people to get
around, and the more onerous the task of providing high
quality infrastructure.
Immediate and ongoing action is required to redirect
growth to areas better equipped to cope. It makes sense
to direct growth to areas in Melbourne and regional cities
that are already well serviced by infrastructure, rather
than creating suburbs where new infrastructure has to
be provided and maintained. We have recommended
increased density in appropriate locations in Melbourne,
Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo.
Key initiatives as part of this recommendation include
intensifying housing development in established areas,
particularly near railway stations and employment centres.
> For more information see pages 48 to 57
of the strategy.
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2. Introducing a comprehensive transport pricing
regime to manage demands on the network.
We are considering how pricing regimes across all modes,
including roads and public transport, could be used to
change behaviour, manage demand, recover costs and
address equity concerns. It could also generate revenue
which could help fund transport infrastructure.
Transport pricing could deliver more significant reductions
in congestion than any new road project, cutting daily
commute times and improving freight efficiency.
Of all the recommendations made in the draft strategy,
transport pricing is one of the most needed and the
most beneficial.
> For more information see pages 112 to 125
of the strategy.
3. Investing in social and affordable housing
for vulnerable Victorians to significantly
increase supply.
Major investment in social housing over the next 30 years,
and particularly the next 10, is essential to ensure the
most vulnerable Victorians have access to one of our most
fundamental needs – shelter.
Infrastructure Victoria believes government should aim to
significantly increase the supply of dedicated affordable
housing over the next ten years. This housing could be
provided by the private sector through mechanisms
activated by government or through direct government
provision of new social housing.
Other key initiatives as part of this recommendation include
housing rental assistance, affordable housing approvals
and crisis and transitional accommodation.

How we have responded to feedback
We have used community and stakeholder input in
multiple ways throughout the strategy’s development
– to set the foundations, assess the options and shape
the recommendations.

To date, we have received 390
formal submissions and almost
1000 online survey responses
and interactions.
We also convened two citizen juries and held roundtables,
workshops and meetings with stakeholders and
community groups across Victoria. All feedback received
through every channel has been considered in the
development of the draft strategy. Feedback is just one of
many factors we have considered in shaping the strategy.
In some cases, people have provided strong evidence in
support of their views and caused us to change ours. In
other instances we have disagreed with community and
stakeholder feedback based on the strength of evidence.
More information about how consultation has shaped the
draft strategy is outlined in the consultation report Your
Considered Opinion.
Visit yoursay.infrastructurevictoria.com.au for more
information on:
• the citizen jury recommendations
• independent reporting from our consultation facilitators
• our analysis of, and responses to, consultation.

> For more information see pages 90 to 97
of the strategy.
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How to navigate the strategy

Making a submission

The draft strategy is based on needs rather than sectors
and many of the recommendations will impact multiple
sectors. Some needs can be easily connected to a sector
– education sector initiatives for example are captured
under Need 9: Provide access to high quality education
to support lifelong learning. Other sectors span multiple
needs. A notable example of this is transport, with key
recommendations made under needs 1, 2, 4, 10, 11,
12 and 13.

You can make a formal submission in response to the draft
strategy via our website. We have developed a brief survey
as part of our submissions process. We are keen to hear
your feedback on the following:

A pipeline of delivery projects is provided at the end of
each need to illustrate what should be delivered over
specific timeframes.
The draft strategy is complemented by a number of
Infrastructure Victoria publications, including a consultation
report on the options phase, entitled Your considered
opinion, and the second version of the Draft options book.
Underpinning these publications are a range of technical
reports, in particular updated assessments by AECOM/
PwC of a number of options considered during the
development of the draft strategy and a report by KPMG/
Arup/Jacobs on transport economic appraisal and
demand modelling.
All these documents are available at
yoursay.infrastructurevictoria.com.au.

• Will the recommendations in the draft 30-year
infrastructure strategy help achieve the objectives and
meet the needs?
• Is the sequencing of recommendations in the draft
strategy appropriate?
• Overall, do the recommendations in the draft strategy
work well together (for example, is the balance between
new build and optimisation initiatives right)?
You can provide a submission by simply responding to
the survey, or you can complete the survey and then
attach your own submission.

Next steps
The immediate next step, following the close of
consultation on 31 October, is for Infrastructure Victoria to
transmit the final strategy to the Victorian Parliament
in December 2016.
After this, the Victorian Government will have up to
12 months to respond to the final recommendations
and develop its own 5-year plan.
Infrastructure Victoria will then, on an annual basis, report
on government’s progress in meeting the infrastructure
needs and priorities identified in the 5-year plan.
Within three to five years, Infrastructure Victoria will
review and update the 30-year strategy and the cycle
will begin again.

Keep in touch
yoursay.infrastructurevictoria.com.au
enquiries@infrastructurevictoria.com.au
facebook.com/infrastructurevictoria
@infravic

